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The Heart of the Matter
Pelini, Heineman talk football, politics, and all things Nebraska

      n Wednesday night, Boys’ and Girls’ Staters 
were visited by several local celebrities, in-
cluding Nebraska Head Football Coach Bo 
Pelini and Governor Dave Heineman. Both 
spoke on the imporance of integrity and the 

vitality of good character as it relates to 
success in later life. Their messages echoed 
each other: Nebraska is a good place to live, 
the success of this state’s future rests on our 
shoulders, and football is still king. 
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key notes 
on 

keystone
By: Nick Oviatt (Yorktown)

 The Keystone XL pipeline may be just as con-
troversial as it is big. The debate conducted by Rob 
McCartney included one representative from each 
side. Jane Kleeb stood against the pipeline and rep-
resented Bold Nebraska. On the favorable side of 
the pipeline stood Brad Stevens, who represented 
Americans for Prosperity. From the very opening 
statement, the audience could tell something was 
very wrong. Stevens, although well prepared, talked 
fast and seemed almost too aggravated at times. His 
presentation was sloppy and almost unprofessional. 
Kleeb, however, came quite prepared for the debate, 
evening bringing pamphlets for those who wanted 
more information and ending with a touching video.
 Both debaters argued passionately about the 
given topic. Kleeb seemed less aggressive than Ste-
vens, but nevertheless stood her ground well. How-
ever, near the peak of the debate, Kleeb took a differ-
ent turn. She outright interrupted Stevens in order 
to correct him on various laws and statements from 
Trans-Canada. As the debate progressed, it seemed 
clear that Kleeb was taking an impressive lead. For 
starters, she continued to dish out new information 
on things from Saudi oil refineries in Texas to the 
chemical compositions of crude oil. On the other 
hand, Stevens kept stating the same facts. His most 
famous line, “There are already pipelines in Nebras-
ka.” Although this was a very strong point, he failed 
to produce anything new or unheard of.
 So, why is this important to you? To begin 
with, Stevens stated, quite ignorantly, that it is il-
logical for Trans-Canada to send all of the Keystone 

XL pipeline oil to China. The geography just doesn’t 
make sense. For those who agree with Stevens, there 
is a very important theory that was left out by each 
side. The theory goes that the U.S. buys and domi-
nates the Middle East oil market so that China can-
not. At the same time, the goal is for China, who is in 
great demand for more resources, will be forced to 
buy from the U.S. and other pro-American countries 
like Canada. But why? That is a very difficult ques-
tion, but it does have an answer. The U.S. owes China 
over 1 trillion dollars and because of that China has 
no reason to fear the U.S. economically, except if they 
rely on us for something. Thus, the U.S. spends extra 
money to buy oil from the Middle East so China can-
not. After all, the Middle East is much more willing 
to cooperate with China and willingly be on friendly 
terms. It is a genius idea that the U.S. has used to 
control the growing strength of China, except it is 
only a theory. It has never been proven fully. Anoth-
er important note, the pipeline was also proposed 
to cross the Rocky Mountains and British Columbia 
in order to directly access the Pacific Ocean. Howev-
er, the province of British Columbia denied the plan. 
The only other viable route to use was through the 
plain states and that is why we find ourselves here. 
These are interesting points indeed.
 Of course, there are other interesting points. 
One is the fact that Nebraska, in terms of other 
states, has been the only state to show significant 
opposition and delay construction of the pipeline. 
This can be interpreted as being quite selfish as Ne-
braskans. Another thing, this time being brought up 
by Kleeb, was the fact about the unknown proper-
ties of tar sand oil. This is especially important in 
case of a leak. Additionally, she stated China’s huge 
investments in crude oil and Trans-Canada. Kleeb 
seemed to widen the scope offered by Stevens and 
give the truth. In some cases, it even seemed as if 
Stevens was hiding details! In the end, the debate 
was a victory for the anti-Keystone XL supporters. It 
truly was a huge blow to the Keystone XL project in 
terms of future voters.
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economies in 
small town 
nebraska
By: Alex Varon (Valley Forge)

 Dr. Eric Thompson, UNL Professor of Eco-
nomics, was present today at Bessy Hall for his 
presentation on “Economies in Small Town Ne-
braska, School Consolidation, Population Shift, 
and Agribusiness Trends.” His wise words of 
wisdom helped to educate Boys’ State members 
on the economic issues that inevitably effect our 
small towns, school districts, and population.
 Dr. Thompson helped to clarify the me-
chanics behind how more austere tax measures 
can directly affect our state. His views on small 
town economy centered around the effects that, 
specifically property taxes, have on economic 
growth. Dr. Thompson’s thesis and experience 
had lead him to believe that when heavier tax-
es are imposed on the state that free-enterprise 
ventures are restricted and therefore causes 
small-town business to suffer.
 The main area of focus for Dr. Thomp-
son proved to be found in his understanding of 
Nebraska population shift. Thompson related 
growth and atrophy directly to the amount of 
taxes. When the population for Nebraska was es-
timated by Dr. Thompson for each year growth 
rates showed that Nebraska would continue to 
grow at a rate of one-hundred thousand individ-
uals per year with the current tax rates in Ne-
braska. When he applied this estimation with the 
substitution of South Dakota tax rates he found 
that Nebraskan population growth would be al-
most two-fold.
 Although Dr. Thompson was an adequate 
speaker and economist, he wasn’t however, able 
to keep his political affiliation concealed through-
out the discussion and questioning. during the 
beginning he may have attempted to walk the 
moderate path in terms of politics, it was slowly 
apparent that he was fiscally conservative. This, 
however, did not stop an educational and suc-
cessful discussion on the economic nature of Ne-
braska. 3

boys’ state legislature 
convenes for first 

official session
By: Joshua Johnson (Belleau Wood)

 Today the Boys State Legislature convened for 
its first official session. At the beginning of the session, 
the senators chose which committees they wished to 
serve on with each committee requiring one member 
from each town. The bill that most divided the sena-
tors was a bill to approve the drilling for shale oil in 
Nebraska which was postponed to a later date due 
to the length of the bill. The Legislature voted for its 
officers on June 4th. with the following results: Bob 
Leddy as their Speaker, John Mark Townsend as their 
Secretary, Colton Steer as their Sergeant at Arms, and 
Levi Gutz as their Chaplain. The session was definite-
ly a productive session as three bills were passed by 
overwhelming majority. 
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Town Reports

Valley Forge
By: Zach Miller

 Valley Forge had a great outcome at the Judi-
cial Filings yesterday! They had five members elect-
ed into office! Go Valley Forge! Alex Varon will be 
serving as Chief Justice, Alex Brechbill will be serv-
ing as an Associate Justice, and Mitch Kampschnei-
der, Ethan Cox, and Chris Van Nostrand are all rep-
resenting Valley Forge as Trial Judges. All is well in 
the Valley.

Belleau Wood
By: Josh Johnson & Jacob Greenough

 It was a very exciting day, with sporting 
events and elections for Lieutenant Governor, Sec-
retary of State, and Attorney General. Everyone 
had good candidates, but Belleau Wood had some 
of their own. William Frie was campaigning for the 
spot of Lieutenant Governor for the Federalist Party.  
He did a good job at delivering his message and he 
sounded very clear. He was also very direct on what 

his views were, including strong advocation for ag-
riculture. Bataan chose to ask William about the 
thought about a Civil Union. This he agrees on be-
cause he feels like it does not interfere with his reli-
gious beliefs, because they are not getting “married”. 
The other candidate for Belleau Wood was for the 
Nationalist party, Joshua Johnson. JJ is a very good 
public speaker. In the Belleau Wood floor you will 
for sure hear someone say, “JJ killed it” or “JJ rocked 
it up”. He is not only a good public speaker, he also 
stands firm what he believes in,because he knows 
his facts really well. Later on during the day the cam-

Yorktown
By: Carl Meyer

 The city of Yorktown has continued their dom-
inance in the competition for the overall champion-
ship.  In sports they managed to finish with two wins 
and two losses in all four sports.  In basketball the 
team “rebounded” from their first game loss and beat 
Bunker Hill to even their record at one win and one 
loss.  The softball team tried to “slide” into their first 
win, but fell short to Bunker Hill.  They are still look-
ing for their first win, but they are still planning on 
winning a game or two.  The volleyball team tried to 
“spike” Bunker Hill, but they barely fell short.  Their 
record is one win and one loss.  The football team 
“tackled” Bunker Hill and now has two wins and no 
losses.  Sports are not the only thing that Yorktown 
dominated in.  With the election results in, they put 
over 15 candidates into the general elections.  These 
are just more reasons why Yorktown is number one.

Bunker Hill 
By: Flint Mitchell

 Welcome to day four of Boys’ State!  Bunker 
Hill didn’t have much luck with ballots yesterday.  De-
spite their efforts, they only had one candidate make 
an office.  Congratulations to Matthew Trail for win-
ning the Federalist Attorney General office!

Gettysburg
By: Jack Thompson

 Gettysburg is very busy at the moment. We 
have been participating actively in all boys state ac-
tivities, and have been performing very well. We are 
performing exceptionally in basketball and softball 
particularly, and have a 2-0 record for both of these 
sports. 
 I think that a good majority of the speakers 
in our town are very good speakers, and have been 
impressed by their ability to persuade. Many of my 
beliefs that I was firmly rooted in before I came 
hear have been jostled, and I am now seeing two 
sides on a number of issues. 
 I think that a lot of our politicians will be 
successful in winning an office at this point, as they 
are good speakers, friendly, and our willing to work 
with people to get things done efficiently and effec-
tively.  Also, if my town does get a lot of people into 
office I think that it will be a valuable asset about 
the Boy’s State experience, bringing forth the qual-
ities I have mentioned.
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Town Reports
Bataan
By: Steven Towne
Bataan has been having a very 
successful and productive week.  
With the determination to win 
offices, the town’s members have 
campaigned aggressively.  With 
this persistent attitude Bataan 
has won some of the primary 
votes.  Bataan won the Federalist 
primary for state auditor.  Bata-

an also won one place in the Na-
tionalist Party for public service 
commissioner and two places in 
the Federalist Party for the same 
office.  The Nationalist Party won 
the candidate position of country 
sheriff for Lincoln County.  Bataan 
will win county clerk due to the 
fact that both people elected in the 
primary belong to Bataan.  One 
spot is held for Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court, three spots for mem-

bers of the State Board of Educa-
tion, one place for county judge, 
one place for Superintendent of 
Public Education, and finally one 
place for Public Defender.
Bataan has won these places due 
to their persistent campaigning as 
I mentioned before.  It is this that 
will make them a force to be reck-
oned with in the election for gov-
ernor and in the general election 
for state and country offices.

Manila Bay
By: Cody McBride
  Manila Bay’s activities for Tuesday, June 5 was we 
had our county officer and some state nominee’s 
run for primary offices and also the Judicial candi-
dates also had their interviews as well last night. 
In sports we had Softball win but, no other of our 
sports was able to pull off a win. 
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Alamo
By: Trevor Sorensen
The town of Alamo has 
spent countless hours 
supporting their various 
candidates for elected of-
fice. Whether is was rais-
ing money for microphone 
time or simply getting 
their candidates’ names 
out to the public, they have 
attempted to be involved 
in the political process to 
the fullest extent. Mem-
bers of Alamo would also 
like to thank anyone who 
campaigned on floor sev-
en for their amazing 

singing of the song “Call 
Me Maybe.” 
As many of the candidates 
could tell, Alamo resi-
dents attempted to bring 
fun to the campaign pro-
cess. They have passed an 
ordinance that required 
counselors to sleep on the 
lobby floor if the cable was 
not reconnected to the TV 
in time for the NBA finals. 
They also take every op-
portunity to show other 
Boy’s Staters how they 
make even walking inter-
esting. 

Vote

Trevor 
Sorensen

Federalist 
Governor

for a
Successful
Nebraska

“A Strong Voice 
in Our State”



current issues of 
today’s society

By: Cort Goffena (Belleau Wood)

 Crowding into Kimball Hall once more, 
the session of “Current Issues of Society” started. 
During this session, Jon Clifton, a partner of Gallup, 
explained how the company surveyed people all 
across the world. A new variable is now being sur-
veyed and it is being called a person’s well-being. 
The questions being asked with this are “Have you 
felt feelings of sadness in the past day?”, “Have you 
felt feelings of happiness in the past day?” etc. These 
surveys help people in understanding certain things 

that the hard facts just can’t explain, such as GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product).     
 The next part of “Current Issues of Society” 
began after a ten minute break and involved the 
youth in understanding diversity and being com-
fortable with it in “Diversity in Leadership”. It was a 
very enjoyable part of the session that really made 
me open my mind about the people around me. A 
few points of the “Diversity in Leadership” event 
were that our generation must overcome our neg-
ative views on diversity and learn to respect all 
people if we are to be successful leaders. There is 
no such thing as race, but there is such thing as eth-
nicity, and we should respect people’s ethnicity. The 
speakers were very fun people and it was easy to 
connect with what they were saying.
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By: Micheal Petska  
      (Bataan)
 The fourth Boys’ State ses-
sion in the Kimball Recital Hall 
began yesterday at 2:00 pm.  This 
session was longer than usual, as 
it combined two different presen-
tations, the first, a short speech 
followed by a Q & A, featured Jon 
Clifton, the current Head of Glob-
al Operations at Gallup, and a 
former student of our own Aaron 
Zabawa.  This article, however, is 
not about that presentation, it’s 
about the one which followed.  
 Gathered center-stage 
were a panel of experts: T.J. 
McDowell, Thomas Christie, and 
Jose Soto.  Two (McDowell and 
Thomas) were of African descent, 
judging by their appearance 
(they also later corroborated 
this), and the other was Lati-
no (though one might not have 

thought it to look at him and hear 
him speak).  Don Wesley, a for-
mer mayor of Lincoln, appeared 
to introduce them, he was Cauca-
sian.  
 I would like to take this 
moment to interject, if you did 
not notice, I felt it pertinent to ex-
plain the racial (or rather, ethnic) 
backgrounds of the subjects of 
my work.  Normally I am radically 
opposed to this, just as I am rad-
ically opposed to the use of the 
first-person, nominative pronoun 
‘I’ in journalistic works, in fact, it 
is generally speaking anathema 
to my beliefs - such being that 
the ethnic background, nation 
of origin, or sexual orientation.  
But in this instance I believe it is 
appropriate, granting the topic 
which the aforementioned panel 
was gathered to discuss, namely 
diversity, and by extension, dis-

crimination.
 Thomas Christie was the 
first speaker, a stout man, by any 
consideration, with a full head 
of greying (okay, just grey) hair, 
and a beard and mustache to 
match.  His tone of skin, and his 
manner of speech, marked him 
indelibly as a member of the 
African-American subculture.  
His work in Lincoln extends far 
beyond Boys’ State presentations.  
He’s been an active member in 
the education community in the 
city for many years: he served 
as a teacher in the classroom, a 
wrestling coach (his team won 
a state championship in ‘92), 
a building administrator, and 
most recently (and pertinently 
to the topic matter at hand), the 
Multicultural School Community 
Administrator.

Let your voice be heard...
don’t forget to vote!
Diversity in Leadership



By:  Chris Navrkal
 Often considered to have completely differ-
ent viewpoints on topics, the Boys’ State NRA and 
Education PACs have joined together on a bill going 
to the Legislature. 
 This joining began when the Education PAC 
wrote a possible bill on requiring a gun safety course 
for teachers. They passed it on to the NRA PAC, who 
read it over. After, the chairman of the NRA met with 
the chairman of the Education PAC and they dis-
cussed possible changes to the bill. The NRA wanted 
a idea of what actions a teacher would need to take if 
a student would bring a gun into the school. The Ed-
ucation PAC went on to change their bill in favor of 
the NRA. With the final writing, both groups agreed 
on the bill.

 The Education PAC focuses on better educa-
tion qualities in both teachers and students. They 
push for less standardized testing, better evaluation 
of teachers, and more advanced classes for those 
who want it.
 The NRA PAC is also for better education, 
however it is better education on gun safety. They 
also push for changes in the registration process of 
guns. They push for more freedom of guns and push 
for the right to join arms.
 LB 57 as the bill is called will require schools 
to offer teachers and students a gun safety course. 
It also sets the steps for what teachers need to do 
if a student or stranger brings a gun to school. With 
support from both PACs, the bill has a high chance of 
passing through.

NRA and Education PAC’s Join 

ads

Join US. We don’t want our property rights 
infringed upon.  We don’t want to jeopardize 
the safety of the Ogallala Aquifer!  See Zach 

Miller for more information. 7



lovin’ the 
fair 

By: Thomas Rezac (MB)

 All PAC members please 
report to the basement of the 
Harper Dining Hall! Showtime. 
Display your PAC posters. Submit 
your proposed bill. Open up your 
accounts. It’s PAC time. Immedi-
ately after Wednesday morning’s 
flag raising ceremony, all nine 
PACs retreated to the Harper Din-
ing center. Not to load up on ba-
con and eggs, but to go promote 
their views on major issues, such 
as agriculture or public safety to 
name a couple.
 As a member of the No-
bama Care PAC, I was anxious to 
get this year’s PAC fair underway. 
Nobama Care’s chairman Jordan 
Schut had spent the early hours 
of Wednesday morning making 
over 100 campaign buttons to 
promote the Nobama Care cause. 
We also spent the morning creat-
ing a bill to try and get the main 
points about our opposition to 
Obama Care brought up in the 
Boys State legislature. Altogether, 
Nobama Care was able to rake in 
more than 45 additional followers 
and roughly $38,000. But, enough 
about my PAC. What were the oth-
er eight PACs all about? Let’s find 
out, shall we?
 One PAC that caught my at-
tention soon after I helped get the 
Nobama Care PAC station set up 
was the Public Safety promotion 
PAC. I saw several very important 
issues they were addressing to all 
members of Boys State. Some of 
these issues were texting while 
driving and supporting firefight-
ers. Hopefully, that PAC was able 

to gather some donations. No-
bama Care’s opponent, the Obama 
Care pros PAC, set up right next to 
the Nobama Care table. But, no 
hard feelings. Both of these PACs 
respect the views of all members 
in the health care PACs. I learned 
from the pro Obama Care PAC that 
they were able to raise almost 
$25,000 in donations. They had 
some very good points to support 
their views. I wish this PAC the 
best of luck for rest of the week. 
The next PAC was the Nebras-
ka Rifles Association PAC, also 
known as the NRA PAC. Consid-
ering gun control is mainly a one 
sided issue here at Boys State, the 
PAC that promoted the NRA was 
quite successful in gaining money 
for their cause. The next PAC is a 
group that promotes agriculture, 
and they’re promoting their cause 
to Nebraska citizens. Call that an 
automatic success. This PAC was 
able to rake in over $116,000, 
breaking the Boys State record in 
PAC earnings. The next PAC was 
the education PAC. Education is 
another one of those issues that’s 
for the most part, one-sided. This 
PAC basically states that teachers’ 
salaries should be based on the 
quality of their teaching skills, 
schools should decrease depen-
dency on standardized testing, 
and there should be more em-
phasis on actual learning within 
the classroom. I didn’t hear any 
statistics about this PAC’s num-
ber of members or total amount 
of money earned, but I hope they 
had fun promoting their cause 
and had success doing so. The last 
one-sided PAC was the PAC deal-
ing with conservation. This group 
helps promote the conservation of 
land and environment in the sand 
hills and other parts of our great 
state. Again, I never heard their fi-

nal totals, but I wish them the best 
of luck as well. The last issue dis-
cussed within PACs was the ever 
so controversial Keystone pipe-
line. As you may have guessed, 
this is a two sided issue. The pro 
pipeline PAC supported this pipe-
line because they believe it helps 
create jobs, it doesn’t have a nega-
tive affect on crops, it will help the 
economy grow, and it lowers the 
cost of energy. The PAC against 
the pipeline believes this pipeline 
is bad because there’s no guaran-
tee that the oil will stay in the U.S., 
it crosses the Missouri and Niobr-
ara rivers, the oil is toxic if it leaks, 
it’s inconvenient for farmers, and 
they believe the money will go to 
foreign countries. Since I am un-
sure about where I stand on this 
issue, I will not take a side on this 
issue, but I hope these two PACs 
are having success.
 In conclusion, I think most 
PAC members including myself 
felt that Wednesday morning’s 
PAC fair was a successful and pro-
ductive 90 minutes. All members 
of all eight towns were able to 
learn about views of important 
issues that could affect their fu-
ture. They were also able to show 
their support by donating money 
toward PACs. I’d like to personal-
ly thank all of the supporters of 
Nobama Care for donating and 
supporting our cause, and I’d en-
courage members of legislature 
to learn the views of all PACs and 
try to get bills passed in the leg-
islative meetings. Finally, I’d like 
to give a shout out to the candi-
dates who support Nobama Care. 
I’d encourage these candidates to 
relay this message to Boys State: 
“If abortion and contraceptives 
are things you can’t bare, don’t be 
a fool, just support Nobama 
Care!” 8.



PAC Fair
By:  Jonathon Janke

Following the flag ceremonies 
Wednesday morning, all of the 
PACs of Boys' State held a fair 
in the basement of the Harper 
Lunch Hall. Different towns were 
allowed to come and visit their 
booths.  PACs with stations at the 
fair included Pro-Keystone Pipe-
line, Anti-Keystone Pipeline, NRA, 
Education Reform, Agricultural 
Support, Environmental, ProBam-
aCare, and NoBamaCare.  Staters 
had an opportunity to discuss the 
PAC’s positions on issues perti-
nent to their respective areas.  
But it didn’t stop there, if staters 
so desired, they could join the PAC 
by donating at least the minimum 
membership fee required by the 
PAC from their Boy’s State Bank.

Ge t t i n g 
LinkedIn

By:  Alex VanAckeren
Several Boys’ Staters started their 
day in the presence of an incred-
ible woman in business.  April 
Kelly, a mastermind in the field of 
social networking, was one of the 
first managers of PayPal when it 
opened back in 2000.  In 2006, 
she resigned and obtained a job 
at LinkedIn, a social media web-
site aimed at professionals in the 
workplace.  She has written two 
books, Gratitude of Work and Spa-
ghetti on the Wall: Networking 
Methods that Stick (scheduled to 
be released next week).  
 She began with a brief his-
tory of the Internet.  It is eighteen 
years old, barely exceeding the 
age of most Staters.  Social net-
working, on the other hand, has 
only been around for approxi-
mately nine years.  Next, Kelly 
spoke about the different person-
alities of social media.  Pinterest 
is the newest and fastest-growing 
networking site, used like an on-
line scrapbook.  Facebook is used 
more on the weekends; people 
share what they’re doing, when 
they’re doing it, and who they’re 

with.  Her company, LinkedIn, is a 
professional persona, a “Monday 
through Friday” type of site.  It 
helps to build a person’s profes-
sional profile.  Lastly, Twitter is 
the “24/7/365” site.  Live feeds 
from friends, politicians, and even 
sports teams keep up-to-the-min-
ute scores.
 Her next topic was how 
influential social networking is 
on college searches and in the 
workplace.  Even in Nebraska, 
people have lost full-ride schol-
arships as as result of their posts 
on Facebook and Twitter.  Kelly 
says, “Statistics show that 37% 
of employers are looking you up 
on Facebook, but that number is 
most likely higher by now.”  She 
says to Google yourself at least 
once a month, and contact their 
legal department if something 
about you is false.  
 Most people are familiar 
with Facebook and Twitter, but 
what are Pinterest and Linke-
dIn?  Pinterest works when a 
user ‘pins’ their interests.  It then 
shows up on your Pinterest wall, 
and one can even connect their 
Pinterest account and Facebook.  
LinkedIn works by connecting to 
users in second and third lines.  
For instance, Kelly has 958 sec-
ond-line connections, and thus 

has more than 10,000 third-line 
connections.  The demographics 
of LinkedIn are approximately 
55% male with an average house-
hold income of $90k.  With Linke-
dIn, one can connect to alumni 
groups, company profiles, and 
even the Cornhusker Boys’ State 
page!  There are applications as 
well, such as WordPress (blog), 
Google Presentation, and Read-
ing List by Amazon.  The future of 
LinkedIn is looking bright, and it 
is shaping up to be a critical tool 
in the professional community.
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Picking a 
Major

By:  Conrad Martinez
    Picking a major, one of the most 
exciting and scary decision of 
your young life. So how do you do 
it? How do you know which one to 
pick? These my fellow Boy Staters 
were the questions answered at 
yesterday’s session “Picking a Ma-
jor”.
     As you know there were four 
sessions yesterday, the one I de-
cided to attend was the session 
“Picking a Major”. This session 
was headed by Mr. Richard Baier, 
of the Nebraska chamber of com-
merce.

     The main argument that was 
presented to the people listening 
was, does Nebraska have job op-
portunities for people going into 
certain fields? The majority an-
swer to all these question was in 
fact yes. To begin his discussion 
he presented to all who were lis-
tening a sort of “Quiz” if which he 
required the entire group to par-
ticipate in. Most of the questions 
involved things such as, where 
do you think Nebraska is ranked 
in test scores and were surpris-
ingly low. One point the speaker 
brought up is 40% of the the state 
of Nebraska did not pass their 
state writing test. This when said 
brought both shock and awe to 
the hall in which the presentation 

took place. 
     Many questions were asked 
during the presentation most of 
the pertaining to their futures 
such as, I personally asked if he 
believed that nursing or doctor-
ing would be a better choice of 
job and he gave me one of the best 
point i had never considered be-
fore which was do you enjoy peo-
ple? Or do you enjoy literal medi-
cine? This personally put the two 
occupations into a new light and 
will make my decision easier.
     “Picking a Major” was a very 
worthwhile choice due to the 
many facts I learned about Ne-
braska’s economy and the added 
benefit of helping me select my 
future career choice.

Communication 
for Life

By:  Jake Weskamp
 Communication is the key to success in to-
day’s world. At today’s session called “Advanced 
Communication for Generation Z” students learned 
how all of the different generations communicate 
with each other.  The presentation was given by John 
Morrissey, who is a researcher.  He originally created 
the presentation for fortune 500 companies, but he 
has now adapted the presentation for other groups. 
 Mr. Morrissey told us how all of the genera-
tions communicate.  The four generations that are 
in the workforce now are Traditionalists (ages 61 
and older), Baby Boomers (ages 42-60), Generation 
X (ages 28-41), and Millennials (ages 27 and young-

er).  The Traditionalists like to have handwritten 
notes such as thank yous.  Their generation is large-
ly influenced by events such as Pearl Harbor, and a 
result of their large sense of patriotism.  The Baby 
Boomers like to work hard and they connect their 
emotions to moments like the Kennedy assassina-
tion. They also follow politics closely.  Generation X 
people have good family life and work life balance, 
and they are influenced by the Challenger explosion, 
and they have a sense of self-reliance.  The Millenni-
als have a desire to prove themselves and their de-
fining moment was 9/11.  
 All of the students that had the privilege of 
seeing the presentation will remember the lessons 
learned.  They will also be able to apply it to the rest 
of their lives. 
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Keystone Pipeline Reactions
By:  Zach Miller
Campaigning for the Anti-Keystone pipeline was tough the day before the debate. The members of the 
Nationalist Party were especially Pro-Pipeline due to the Nationalist platform meeting. The debate for the 
Keystone Pipeline on Tuesday opened the eyes of many Boys’ Staters. Today at the PAC fair an enormous 
amount of Pro-Pipeliners switched sides to support the cause. This is a direct result of the debate that Boys’ 
and Girls’ Staters witnessed. Credit is due to Jane Kleeb and her performance at the debate and Bold Ne-
braska, her Political Action Committee. The general reaction was that the regulatory laws for pipelines are 
non-existent. All in all, the results are positive for the Anti-Pipeline PAC, Kill Keystone. The 
PAC had a better turn out at the PAC fair than expected. The pro-pipeline supports had a great 
turn out too, but not like they expected earlier in the week.


