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2The Nebraska Way
Davis Erker, Bataan

 Monday morning, members 
of the legislature heard from former 
state senator Tony Fulton. Mr. Ful-
ton opened by introducing himself 
and telling the group a bit about 
his history and values.  Mr. Fulton 
graduated from the University of 
Nebraska before entering the semi-
nary for a year, during which he be-
gan to study philosophy.  After dis-
covering the religious life was not 
for him, Mr. Fulton took a job as an 
engineer and realized rather quick-
ly the impact of taxes on citizens.  
He took this painful realization and 
used it as motivation to get further 
involved in the civil system.  He be-
gan by just helping as a volunteer 
on the city council campaign for 
Congressman Jeff Fortenberry and 
discovered a deep desire to voice his 
opinions and participate in govern-
ment.  In 2005, he was appointed by 
Governor Dave Heineman as a rep-
resentative in the State Legislature.  
 The message preached by 
Mr. Fulton was a simple one: Ne-
braska is different, but in the best 
way possible – “The Nebraska Way.”  
Nebraska is the only state with a uni-
cameral state legislature and boasts 
the highest number of elected of-
fices per capita in the nation.  Fur-
thermore, the state legislature does 
not divide based on party, and so 
party affiliations and views are not 
involuntarily forced upon the sub-
conscious of the senators; however, 
there is not much time for debate 
in the proceedings at the state cap-
itol, but when representatives are 
only being compensated $12,000 
a year, there isn’t much incentive 
to sit through hours of discussion.
 Aside from his discourse 
on the unique qualities of our state, 

Mr. Fulton also addressed the larg-
est problem affecting both our state 
and the nation as a whole.  He be-
lieves that as a population we have 
tuned out of civil news and be-
come dismissive of the major pol-
icy problems and changes we could 
potentially have an impact on.  “If 
you’re not gonna vote, you’re gon-
na get it handed to you.”  The pub-
lic whines whenever something 
doesn’t go well, but never does 
anything to make the changes they 
want to see.  So, how can this prob-
lem be addressed?  “We need to en-
gender a culture such that there is 
an impulse to educate oneself.” In 
other words, there must be enough 
motivation to be well-versed on 
specific issues so that those who 
currently shirk civil duty under-
stand the gravity of their actions.  
 Overall, the lesson was 
quite a valuable one for those giv-
en the chance to hear it. Bunker 
Hill Representative John Michael 
Hogue stated, "He was everything 
an elected official should be: schol-
arly, personable, and brimming 
with patriotic passion for the coun-
try he adores." With the combina-
tion of information, motivation, 
and personal experience, Mr. Ful-
ton did not fail to reach the new-
ly elected Boys’ State Legislature.

City Council Session
James Richards, Alamo

 To summarize the Boys 
State city council sessions, let’s just 
say they got pretty eventful. The 
main objective of the city council 
sessions were to explain and expe-
rience how many government ses-
sions perform. Citizens were given 
the chance to present their own or-
dinances in which the elected city 
council for that town discussed and 
voted for them. Many of the ordi-
nances were standard and ratio-
nal, but there were a few that fall 
into the “Looney” category, one of 
which stated that you are not al-
lowed to wear your right shoe in the 
lobby area. Failure to do so would 
result in 13 lashes. All I can say is 
that this ordinance was not passed, 
but it was not rejected, rather it was 
discussed for a good amount of 
time before they concluded that it 
would “stink up the entire lobby”. 
All in all, most of the Boys State’s 
citizens got the chance to be in-
volved in a city council session.



3Bunker Hill Town Report
Aidan Clarke, Bunker Hill

 Effi  cient and thorough. 
Th ese two words describe what 
Bunker Hill is striving towards in 
everything that they do. By taking 
certain values to heart, a group can 
have the convictions to excel in what 
they do. Bunker Hill City is keeping 
these ideals in mind when work-
ing on its activities, whether they 
are competitive, governmental, or 
recreational. Soon aft er arrival, ori-
entation went well without any ab-
sences. Matt Swanson, head super-
visor of Bunker Hill stated, “Wow, 
this is the fi rst time that we’ve had 
everything wrapped up before two”.
 Elections for city offi  cials 
ran well with Tanner Byrd of the 
Federalist Party being elected as 
Mayor. Th e general atmosphere 
within Bunker Hill is one of grow-
ing camaraderie. People are start-

 Th is morning was defi nitely 
a good wake up call by our awe-
some counselors Dewayne (Mid-
night Th under is his nickname), 
Gabe, Haas, and Dam. To start 
the day, we all went to our ses-
sions, and aft er the debate between 
Powers and Spray we gathered to-
gether and got in the straightest 
line anyone has ever seen (unlike 
Alamo’s line which is ‘as straight 
as a beach ball’ according to Seth 
Hacklman) and took pictures.   
Today in our town, we had a 
council meeting. We made ordi-
nances for our town which in-
clude both a showering sched-
ule and a vandalism policy. 
Th e showering policy for Gettys-
burg states that part of our fl oor 

Gettysburg Town Report
Tyler Cueller, Gettysburg

ing to get to know each other better, 
and no signifi cant problems or dis-
turbances have cropped up. Being 
timely is a strong asset of Bunker 
Hill. Th ey have been consistently 
the fi rst or second group to every 
activity at the time of writing. On 
Monday, Town Hall and School 
Board meetings were lively and 
productive. Th e Council discussed 
two sample ordinances, thoroughly 
discussing many facets of the ap-
plication of the ordinances, such as 
the validity, economic, safety, and 
constitutional implications of the 
ordinance. Other ordinances were 
addressed about the general con-
duct and etiquette of the City within 
the dorm area. Group spirit is high, 
and Bunker Hill remains com-
mitted to running an effi  cient and 
good-tempered city. By having each 
individual stay focused on their 
specialized role in the community, 
great things can be accomplished.

showers before the other part.
Some of us tried to get an or-
dinance passed that says those 
who pee on seats causes the 
whole town to get punished, 
this ordinance did not pass.
Th e Vandalism policy states 
that those who break or dam-
age another Boys’ State mem-
ber’s personal belongings will 
be responsible for the incident.
Other than the meetings, we 
have been making new friends 
and making up new and better 
chants for our town. We plan to 
do tremendously well at elections 
and be a threat in the athletics.

 Aft er over two hours of 
debating last night, Bataan’s Floor 
Nine residents decided to elect their 
new mayor, Shawn McDonald. 
Standing at “4 foot 30 inches”, this 
mayor seems to be the tallest mayor 
in all of CBS. Residing in his home-
town of Phillips, Shawn is interest-
ed in helping the people of Bataan 
make their town a better environ-
ment by pushing potential State 
and County candidates into doing 
the best they can do in the elections 
of this week. Whether it be County 
Sheriff  or Governor, Mr. McDonald 
has Bataan pushing for the wins.

Bataan Mayor Profi le
Bataan

 To start this it was a very 
long walk over there.  By the time 
we got there, we were all tired.  We 
went in to Burnett 115 and we sat 
there for a while, and come to fi nd 
out John Lindsey, the guy that was 
supposed to be there didn’t even 
show up! So one of the counsel-
ors had to wing it. I don’t know his 
name but I thought he did a pretty 
dang good job.  We talked about 
the diff erent groups or P.A.C.’s, 
or Political Action Committee.

Lobbyist Session
Roger McGraw, Bunker Hill



4Yorktown Town Report
Micky Osten, Yorktown

Bataan Town Report
Craig Thor, Bataan

 Today in Yorktown was the 
best day there was so far this week.  
We had a city councilman from Be-
atrice.  He talked about how a city 
council works, what they do, and 
how a meeting with the communi-
ty goes smoothly.  We did a mock 
town hall meeting where the town 
council was in charge of leading the 
meeting.  The main objective of the 
meeting was to set the ordinances 
and rules.  We went through a lot 
of ordinances but it was the mayor’s 
business to keep the meeting to only 
a few ordinances that seem really 
important to the town of Yorktown.  
In all we passed eight ordinances.  
1.) The first thing we talked 
about was the bathroom etiquette.  
The punishment is thirty minutes in 
a room called the “hot-box.”  It passed 
by a vote of four yays  to two nays.
2.) The second in our town 
is the  required to wear a hel-
met when riding a motorcy-
cle.  The bill was passed 6-to-0. 
3.) The third was you can-
not throw anything, or yourself, 
out of the window.  This is pun-
ishable by 30 minutes in the “hot-
box.”  This had a lot of debate 
among the members but it was fi-
nally passed by a vote of 5-to-1. 
4.) The next thing we talked 
about was having storm shelters in 
the town.  That was passed 6-to-0
5.) The next was is for a coun-
selor, Sergio, this ordinance states 
that Sergio cannot say shut-up any-
more.  If he is to break this rule he 
is to sleep on the floor of the “hot-
box” with a blanket and pillow.  
6.) This ordinance came up 
when need to get some order in 
the meeting.  This statute states 
that no one is allowed to talk 

without first being recognized 
by the mayor.  The punishment 
is only five minutes in the “hot-
box.”  This bill was passed 5-to-1. 
7-8.) Go with each other. 7 is where 
Sergio is to lead Yorktown in what-
ever song he wants to.  After Sergio 
started the song everyone else is sup-
posed to jump in and starting sing-
ing, whenever we go from building 
to building.  This bill passed 6-to-0
       Mayor of Yorktown is Jacob 
Lambert.  Jacob is from Lincoln.  
The City Council consists of Bren-
nen Cruise, Brock Denton, Jack 
Graham, Blake Hass, Keith Kopcho, 
and Aaron Smith.  School Board 
has Zac Burns, Ben Kruse, Brandon 
Nichols, Dylan Rasmussen, and 
Sage Schmidt.  Newspaper staff is 
Zac Burns and Micky Osten.  The 
County Supervisor is Jackson De-
terding.  The members of Legislature 
are Jackson Love, Quinn Nelson, 
Andrew Fields, Dylan Steinkruger, 
Connor Merrill, and Ethan Steiner. 

 “Quack. Quack.” A com-
mon phrase heard on the ninth 
floor of Harper Hall. The ninth 
floor, the present home of the fa-
mous city of Bataan, is a vibrant 
collection of individuals. Each in-
dividual is a unique person differ-
ent than every other person on the 
floor. These individuals and phrases 
are only a small part of what sets the 
city apart from every other floor.
Bataan’s forty-seven citizens come 
from varying backgrounds and 
skill sets. Whether it be work-
ing on a farm to living in the city, 
from being Latino to having Na-
tive American blood, from east to 
west, north to south, tall to less tall. 
Bataan’s mayor, Shawn McDonald, 
is self-described as being four foot 
thirty inches. Zechariah Cote is the 
town’s dancer. Bataan’s differences 
are what set it apart from the oth-
er floors and create the experience. 
The experience also includes our 
new found traditions, from “Quack, 
Quack, Seat back” to playing music 
at full blast while preparing for bed. 
These traditions are what make 
Bataan legendary. Only the greatest 
city of Cornhusker Boys’ State could 
have such diversity and rich culture.

Follow us on Twitter!

@huskerboysstate

#CBS2013



5Valley Forge Town Report
Ezra Effrein, Valley Forge

 The quiet town of Valley 
Forge awoke early this morning 
at six-thirty to the sounds of the 
counselors banging on their doors, 
signaling that the night was over 
and another busy day of the Boys’ 
State program was beginning. The 
groggy sounds of the floor’s half-
asleep occupants filled each room 
as the counselors passed. The in-
habitants showered and prepared 
for another hectic day at Boys’ State.
After a rather expansive feast for 
breakfast, the townsmen were di-
rected to several different halls to 
listen to speakers educating the 
members of the town on the mem-
bers’ prospective groups and of-
fices. Dissertations on the state’s 
courts, the basics of a unicameral 
legislature, city government, polit-
ical action committees, and school 
boards were all held to help edu-

Alamo Town Report
James P. Richards Jr., Alamo

 To start off the day, Alamo 
was in tiptop shape as they partic-
ipated in the discussions with both 
Vince Powers, Democratic State 
chairman for Nebraska and J.L. 
Spray, Republican State Chairman 
for Nebraska. Later in the afternoon, 
Alamo went through several heated 
debates in discussing the number of 
ordinances for the city council ses-
sion to pass or deny, as well as the 
school board session. Alamo and its 
citizens are getting along nicely and 
seem to have great potential. Alamo 
can safely say they’re well on their 
way to performing well in the many 
events Boys State has to offer. For 
the time spent on our floor, howev-
er, I report that we found a single 

cate the Boys’ State members on the 
offices they were elected to or the 
groups they would participate in.
At about 9:30, those events con-
cluded and all the towns gathered 
together to be sent down to Kimball 
Hall to witness the chairmen of the 
Nebraska Republican and Demo-
crat parties share their ideologies. 
A question and answer session was 
held afterwards, which sparked 
some debate between both men.
Pictures were taken afterwards, and 
all the towns headed into the din-
ing hall for a long-awaited lunch.
Legislative sessions were then held 
on the floors of each town. The leg-
islature of Valley Forge managed to 
elect its Speaker of the House, Ser-
geant at Arms, Clerk, and Chaplin 
before breaking into smaller com-
mittees. They did not, however, pass 
any pieces of legislation this day.
City councils were then held next. 
In Valley Forge, several pieces of 
ordinance were presented and ei-

ther passed or rejected. For 
instance, you can now no 
longer take a shower for over 
twenty minutes from 6AM 
to 7Pm or use or possess cocaine 
within the town of Valley Forge. 
However, due to the denial of the 
proposed ordinance banning this 
practice, one can still possess radio-
active waste within the Valley Forge 
city limits. So, if you brought toxic 
waste to Boys’ State but your town is 
fining you for having those barrels 
of sludge with you, then drop them 
off on floor four and they should 
be able to take care of it from there.
After that, a school board session 
was held, and some members sep-
arated to go down to the politi-
cal action committee meetings. 
After those were held, the town 
was then split up again to partici-
pate in their activities for the day. 
Sports, band, choir, and journalism 
participants all headed for their 
specific areas without incident.

can of Bush’s baked beans was found 
in the lobby. we ended up using said 
can of beans as our gavel during 
the city council and school board 
sessions. We are still discussing on 
what will happen with the beans.                     



6The First Day In The State 
Legislature

 The third of June was the 
date of the week’s very first legisla-
tive congregation. Forty-nine Sena-
tors from all eight towns gathered 
together to elect with the Legis-
lature’s highest positions: Speak-
er, Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, and 
Chaplain. For those who know very 
little on these positions but are too 
lazy to check their red manual, the 
Speaker essentially runs Legislative 
sessions and calls upon Senators to 
speak. The Clerk keeps a typed or 
written record of the Legislature’s 

proceedings. The Sergeant-at-Arms 
is the presiding officer and takes 
miscellaneous orders from the 
Speaker. The Chaplain opens the 
Legislative session with a prayer.
First came the election for Chap-
lain. Most towns sent at least one 
candidate for Chaplain. Of all 
the speeches the candidates gave, 
Chandler Maly from Manila Bay 
certainly gave the most memora-
ble one and managed to win. For 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Quinn Nelson 
from Yorktown succeeded over the 
rest of the candidates. Cameron 
Engel from Manila Bay managed 
to capture the hearts and minds 
of the voters. Engel was elected to 
Clerk after an unsuccessful run 

for Sergeant-at-Arms. To 
top it all off, Curtis Stokes, 
also from Manila Bay, was 
elected to Speaker of the Legisla-
ture after tough competition. This 
gives Manila Bay the upper hand 
in the Legislature, controlling three 
of the four highest positions. This 
was done with awesome speech-
es from Maly, Engel, and Stokes. 
Last of all, the members of the 
Legislature split up into subcom-
mittees, with most towns sending 
at least one Senator to each one. 
During the Legislature’s next ses-
sion, it is expected that the week’s 
first bills will be introduced. 

Lucioano Ramirez, Manila Bay

A Warm Welcome
Davis Erker, Bataan

  After a surprisingly long walk 
across the University of Nebras-
ka – Lincoln’s campus, the 2013 
Boys’ State delegates reached Kim-
ball Hall, the site of their initia-
tion into the legendary fraternity 
that is the American Legion’s civic 
education program.  Command-
er Dave Salak was in charge of the 
proceedings, and after a short in-
troduction which included the his-
tory of the program as well as an 
elaboration on its reputation, he 
introduced the keynote speaker for 
the Sunday afternoon event - Ne-
braska Secretary of State John Gale.  
 The Secretary of State dove 
into the real message he wished 
to relay to the auspicious youth in 
front of him – that they had been 
blessed with a very exceptional op-
portunity to make a positive im-
pact on their community, nation, 
and even world. He described this 
week as a challenge from mem-
bers of the American Legion to 

selected representatives to exercise 
their talents and abilities.  “You 
can make a difference.  You will 
make a difference.  The Ameri-
can Legion expects you to make a 
difference,” expounded Mr. Gale.  
 After his discourse on said 
opportunity, Mr. Gale went on to 
describe small groups of people 
who had seized an opportunity and 
caused a tremendous ripple on the 
surface of history.  Quoting a myri-
ad of historical figures, the Secretary 
expressed his views on qualities of 
a leader, stating “Democracy is all 
about the boldness to step forward 
and try to lead, because boldness 
contains genius, magic, and power.”  
The guest concluded his remarks 
by urging his listeners to squeeze 
all the knowledge they could out 
of the resources made available to 
them, on account of there being 
no more reliable path to happiness.
 The Nebraska Secretary of 
State was then followed by Boys’ 
State governor, Carrick Perlinger.  
Mr. Perlinger reinforced the hon-
or and privilege that is tied to be-
ing chosen to attend Boys’ State.  

He encouraged delegates to be as 
active as possible, preaching that 
“you as an individual determine 
what you get out of Boys’ State.”  He 
then recounted his experience from 
the past summer and described 
the quality of relationships devel-
oped with fellow representatives.
 The last speaker to enlighten 
the increasingly restless crowd was 
one of last year’s Boys’ Nation dele-
gates from Nebraska, Robert Leddy.  
Mr. Leddy compared and contrast-
ed the American Legion program at 
the state and national level, relating 
his experiences in both programs 
and some of the fantastic opportu-
nities presented to him because of 
his selection as a delegate for Boys’ 
Nation.  He reinforced the gover-
nor’s note that the quality of the 
experience of Boys’ State was com-
pletely dependent on the attitude of 
the participant.  Finally, he revealed 
that the best moment of his time at 
Boys’ State was losing the guber-
natorial primary, as it opened him 
up to countless other prospects.



Manilla Bay Town Report
James De Mott, Manilla Bay 7
 The Manila Bay boys 
have made an ambitious start 
hitting the ground running in 
their search to dominate this 
week’s Boys’ State proceedings.  
 “Manila Bay all the way!” 
chanted Manila Bay’s delegation to 
the legislature following the elec-
tion of not just one, but three mem-
bers of the town to legislative office.  
Manila Bay first successfully elected 
Chandler Maly to the office of legis-
lature chaplain following a well-re-
ceived campaign speech which cul-
minated in a touching prayer. After 
deciding the post of chaplain, the 
dedicated individuals of Manila Bay 
sought out to elect both the Clerk 

and the Speaker. Cameron Engel, 
despite his unsuccessful bid for the 
position as Sergeant at Arms, perse-
vered and, after a stirring address to 
the legislature, was elected as Clerk 
and entrusted with the responsibili-
ties of recording the sessions of leg-
islature. As though two of the four 
possible legislative positions were 
not enough, Manila Bay sought out 
to elect Curtis Stokes to the office 
of speaker. After some hard cam-
paigning and a speech aimed at the 
Star Wars fans among us, Stokes 
was elected to the highest office of 
the legislature, doing his town and 
county proud. The town’s repre-
sentatives left the session buzzing 
with ideas for bills to introduce. 
There are bright things on the 

Things That “Burn” My 
Mind. Part 1
Zachary Burns, Yorktown

 There are those memories 
that are great but you forget them, 
and then there are those memo-
ries that are not so great but stain 
your mind forever. I happen to be 
one of those kids who are always in 
the wrong place at the right time. 
It’s a burden I bear, and it seems 
to follow me even here at Boys 
State. That’s why I, Zac Burns, am 
writing “Things that “Burn” my 
mind.” It will most likely be a se-
ries, so stay tuned, and I am sorry 
for the pun, but it was burning me. 
So, let’s paint the scene, shall we?
 You hear a loud knock on 
your door and a “Get up boys.” Nat-
urally you flash back to the days 
where your mom nagged at you, 
and you do what you’re supposed to, 
but you do so in an incredibly slow 
manner. Well, this is me, staggering 
to the bathroom with soaps in one 

hand, and towels in the other. Only 
to find, a massive line ahead of you, 
all wanting to take a shower and you 
can’t help but notice some of the 
more eager kids only have towels 
on. No one wants to see half naked 
men, much less an entire bathroom 
full of them. Worse yet, there was 
one boy who didn’t actually have a 
towel, and was making his sweat-
shirt take that horrible role. At least 
he wasn’t nude, but it was basical-
ly a loin cloth (which we’ll cover 
again). I was hoping to find relief 
through the rest of the day, but was 
again shocked by one boy in my 
town, which can make leg bend in a 
really awkward and painful fashion, 
except he doesn’t feel pain. No sur-
prise, since this kid was also stick-
ing his hand with thumb tacks last 
night. Yet, the rhetorical question; 
could this get any worse? Well, to 
save the suspense it’s answered with 
a YES. A boy with a birthmark in 
an odd place decided it would be 
magnificent to share that with the 
rest of the town, and proceeded to 

do so. Naturally I’m scarred for life, 
and it’s only day two of Boys State. 
Get this, we could have all been in 
loin clothes and wielding spears 
speaking in clicks if some of the 
town got its ordinance through. 
Thankfully our mayor kept that 
at bay, but we needed to break 
down that certain toilets are for 
one end and others for the other. 
And, crudely put we have to flush 
our business, or none of us get to 
use the elevator. (Thanks Obama, 
and that’s a joke by the way). 
 Overall this is actually a fun 
experience. I mean, come on, I can’t 
be the only one to get “Burned” 
right? All of you will enjoy the 
same awkward moments that I en-
joy, and maybe even a little more. 

horizon for the boys of 
Manila Bay; it seems 
that the sky is the limit. 

Check Out the 
CBS Blog!

www.CornhuskerBoysState.org



8The iY Generation
Craig Thor, Bataan
 The iY Generation, a name 
given to a generation that has nev-
er lived without the internet, is 
our generation. Another title to 
add to the list of many.  Last night, 
JoAnne Owens-Nauslar gave us 
many new experiences in Corn-
husker Boys' State. From our first 
joint presentation with Girls' State, 
to dancing the hokey pokey in the 
aisles, and to giving us a knew goal 
in life. The goal was to be energet-
ic and passionate  throughout life.
The iY Generation is one that 
spends 7.5 hours a day looking at 
the screens on our phones, a gen-
eration that sends at least 1,742 
texts a month. A generation whose 
intellectual quotient matures faster 

than our emotional quotient. Dr. 
Owens-Nauslar described this as 
our emotions not prepared to act.
"Every one of us needs to be vali-
dated," the Doctor exclaimed in one 
of her many shouts of enthusiasm.
Dr. Owens-Nauslar also talked about 
the steps to success. The steps being 
Sincere Dedication, Unique Times 
and Recourses, Commitment, 
Communication, Energy, Stress 
Management, and finally Success. 
The lesson to be learned from Dr. 
Owens-Nauslar is to have passion, 
passion being something you love 
to do so much that it simply does 
not matter if there is an award in 
the end. That is the way all of us 
should act during this week lead-
ing to the closing ceremonies. Be 
passionate and live with energy.

The School Board 
and How it Works

Zachary Burns, Yorktown

I Thought School Was Out?!
 Hearing the wake-up knock 
and nice “Get up!” jolted my body 
and practically scared me into my 
morning routine. After a delicious 
meal, and groggy feelings every-
one massed at the flag pole for a 
nice morning ceremony. Marcia 
Herring was a great presenter who 
even produced individual folders 
for every single boy in the lecture 
hall. It was a nice gift to be able to 
follow along and have a fully ex-
perienced individual guiding us 
through the process! Although I 
lost control of stomach functions 
near the beginning and was ex-
cused to the bathroom for a short 
period, it really helped some of the 
Boys Staters gain a footing in school 
board meetings and materials. 
 Despite the title I actual-
ly love school, yay nerd right? So, 
learning about what exactly is in-

volved in school board meetings 
made that inner student of mine 
flip out, especially when I found 
out some schools are consider-
ing a BYOT program. BYOT does 
not stand for bring your own taco, 
rather, it stand for bring your own 
technology. What this means, is in-
stead of a school bringing in mac’s 
or laptops, or Ipads (whatever 
floats their boat) you (yes you the 
student) would bring in your own 
technology. No more strict rules 
like, NO CELL PHONES OR TAB-
LETS, instead teachers would en-
courage this, and let you freely use 
them in the class period. However, 
that doesn’t mean you should turn 
to social media, and proceed to up-
date your feed with “Wow, I can’t 
believe using my tablet or phone in 
class could be so boring, ugh.” In-
stead, the whole initiative is to in-
spire students to become more flu-
ent with technology, and use it in all 
aspects of learning, but the school 
isn’t just looking out for the student 
with this program,. In fact, budget 

is the main reason this plan 
was thought of. I mean, buy-
ing, updating, and repairing 
large numbers of computers 
can be a budget buster, so BYOT 
is a nice student friendly alter-
native. Plus, this wasn’t the only 
program we talked about in this 
environment, it just happened to 
be one of the many things schools 
throughout the stay are consider-
ing. The most exciting thing about 
being a part of my town’s school 
board is looking at what all these 
people contribute to their districts.
This may come across as a shock-
er, but on most local school boards, 
the members are not actually paid. 
Rather school board members are 
volunteers. Plus, if you ever have in-
put that you think your school ab-
solutely needs, then head on down 
to your next school board meeting. 
Hey, maybe you could be the cool 
kid on the block that gets phones to 
be allowed in school. I mean, think 
of the opportunities, the babes, and 
mostly how no one will really give 
credit where credit is due, but hey, 
you can dream right? It’s really an 
eye opener to see how much inter-
action there is within your commu-
nity, and how some people are liter-
ally begging for input. Example, did 
you know some schools actually 
want students to represent the stu-
dent body, on the school board!? I 
mean, it’s not like you get to be the 
president or anything, but hey it’s a 
way to get your opinion out there 
and start impacting your commu-
nity. I encourage you to sit in on 
the next school board meeting, and 
take part in the discussion. Even if 
the school board makes the final de-
cision, you get to watch a key aspect 
of government at work. Who knows, 
maybe you could get “Schooled”.
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Thomas Hawbaker, Alamo
 Our little experiment with 
democracy is a chaotic one.  Voic-
es leap across the room, strength-
ened by a growing familiarity 
with the surroundings. Skeptic 
eyes dart from person to person 
scrutinizing every argument like 
a stray dog wandering into town.  
Anger flares as the battle lines 
are drawn, but Walter Paul, may-
or of The Alamo, keeps his cool.  
 During the mayoral elec-
tion Mr. Paul stood up, articulated 
his thoughts clearly and sat back 
down; a man with a plan. Ques-
tions on taxes, gun rights, abor-
tion, and even the relation of the 
individual to the government were 
answered promptly and without 
fallacy. Upon winning the election, 
there were no boastful remarks, 
just the firm handshake of the con-
fident.  As members of our town 
argued our principles before lights 
out, Mr. Paul listened and when 
the conversation drifted his way he 
would respond with an idea or plan 
that organized the group together. 
 When the time came for 
city council, our mayor worked 
professionally and diligently to 
keep the debates structured and 
unbroken. Not only did he keep the 
debate moving, but he made sure 
the town was participating and hav-
ing their voice heard in the debate. 
 The Alamo is proud of its 
new mayor and we are confident that 
his leadership will move us forward. 

 In Yorktown the decision 
for Mayor was a tough one. Yet, 
through the dark dismal pit we 
called the vote, one shining hope 
came through, Jacob Lambert. Ja-
cob is a really well-structured guy 
who ran against Chandler Classen. 
The choice really was a tough one 
because both the competitors had 
good experience and were charis-
matic, but Jacob pulled through. 
Just a rough guess but I think it 
had to deal with the fact that Ja-
cob KNEW, and I stress the word 
KNEW. When it comes down to 
Mayors I think Yorktown has got it 
all and more with Jacob leading us. 
Even today, in the city council meet-
ings, he did a good job streamlining 
the process and making sure the 
meeting still ran smoothly. It was 
spectacular. He has swag, not real-
ly because swag is bad, but he has 
whatever the magic is that makes 
him persuasive. I also hear that he’s 
running for Governor in the Na-
tionalist party. Personally, even if he 
wasn’t from Yorktown, he’d win my 
vote, but I’m a federalist, so I wish 
our mayor luck in the primaries 
and I hope you all get to know him.

Chandler Classen, Mayor
Zachary Burns, Yorktown

 Today in Gettysburg the 
honorable Mayor Wells announced 
that he is in the running for Boys 
State Governor. We are all anxious-
ly anticipating his campaign agen-
da which I’m sure will knock any 
candidate from Alamo out of the 
water.  Mr. Wells is a dashing young 
man with a beard of immaculate 
quality. He is a charming 17 year 
old from Norfolk Nebraska with a 
high intellect and witty sense of hu-
mor. In interviews with Mr. Wells 
he said he would lead Gettysburg 
to a greatness of which the world 
has never seen. His inspiring atti-
tude has lead Gettysburg to create 
multiple chants which they have 
bellowed with audacity and pride 
as they roam the campus here in 
Lincoln. He possesses a calm but 
serious composure during times of 
importance yet during times of fun 
and enjoyment his face resides to a 
smile as he jokes with fellow Boys' 
Staters in Gettysburg. Will Aar-
ron Wells assume the position of 
Boys State Governor on Friday? I 
guess we’ll just have to wait and see. 

Aarron Wells, Mayor
Cole Stewart, Gettysburg
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Davis Erker, Bataan

 Monday morning, the 2013 
Boys’ State delegates again went 
down to Kimball Hall to hear a 
presentation from the leaders of 
both the Nebraska Democratic and 
Republican Party.  It was quite ob-
vious there was tension between 
the pair and with that many po-
litical differences it was clear why.  
However, the duo did share two 
common ideas: their political val-
ues were unconditionally correct 
and that anyone who disagreed 
would have to be incompetent. 
 From the get go, Mr. Powers 
appeared disinterested and irritated 
at the whole situation.  Now, I re-
alize it’s hard to engage in political 
discourse with a room of 400 boys 
who mostly disagree with you, but 
adopting a demeanor that reveals 
this discomfort does not help the 
situation.  The condescending proc-
lamation that “when people learn 
the facts, the democrats always 
win,” does nothing to sway a group 
of morally considerate, thoughtful 
human beings that you know what 
you’re talking about.  Moreover, of 
course the democrats would win 
if we were to look at the facts he 
would like us to look at; he wouldn’t 
promote them if they didn’t support 
his cause.  The reality is that there 
are millions of statistical measure-
ments by which to view a policy of 
which the impact may not always 
even be quantifiable.  I’m certain 
that if one looked hard enough, 
a set of facts could be found that 
would prove that the Republicans 
had always gotten things right.
 Another questionable claim 

Mr. Powers made was that, histor-
ically, the democrats have been 
the fiscally conservative party.  So, 
let’s look at the two appropriate 
definitions of conservative in this 
instance and determine the cred-
ibility of this statement.  The first 
possible meaning is that demo-
crats are resistant to change in fiscal 
policy.  In order for an increase in 
income taxes to be a return to the 
original arrangement, there would 
have had to have been a income tax 
in the first place which had since 
been lowered, neither of which is 
the case.  The other meaning for 
conservative could be the idea that 
the federal government is cautious 
with regards to its size and power; 
again, in terms of fiscal policy, a tax 
hike accomplishes neither of these 
things.  Lastly, I'm confused as to 
how one can so strongly defend the 
office of one president immediate-
ly after spending 40 minutes bash-
ing the office of another president.
 The most disappointing el-
ement of Mr. Powers’ presentation, 
however, was neither his inconsis-
tent diction nor his combative and 
egotistical persuasive style, but 
rather the lack of emotional control.  
When a man who holds as much 
power as he does cannot keep his 
temper down when asked a ques-
tion by a seventeen year-old who 
happens to have a differing opinion, 
that is a problem.  Those in power 
must be able to calmly respond to 
challenges and keep a level head, 
otherwise they will quickly lose the 
respect of constituents and political 
capital.  In the end, it was obvious 

Mr. Spray had come away the victor, 
but it wasn’t because of his convinc-
ing speech, his insightful answers, 
or his membership in the Boys’ 
State fraternity.  Mr. Spray won be-
cause he had no competition.  Mr. 
Spray won because Mr. Powers lost. 

How to Lose a Debate
An Opinion Article

Weather
Tuesday, June 4, 2013

Chance of Rain:80%
Wind: SE at 14 mph 
Humidity:81%
UV Index:6 - High
Sunrise: 5:56 am 
Moonset: 5:24 pm

Scattered T-Storms

Thunderstorms likely, espe-
cially during the morning. 
A few storms may be severe. 
High 74F. Winds SE at 10 to 
20 mph. Chance of rain 80%.


