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 2Underrated 
Anticipation

By Dempsey Tapley, Belleau Wood

 If you ever take notice of 
yourself when you are extremely 
nervous or overwhelmingly anx-
ious, you are almost a completely 
different person. Depending on 
who you are, you could experience 
sweaty palms, weak knees, a more 
panicked thought process, short-
ness of breath, or the sensation of 
butterflies in your stomach. I am 
a pacer myself. I can burn tracks 
through concrete floors with the 
intensity that I march back and 
forth with. I assume it’s a subcon-
scious attempt to run away from 
whatever situation that has me on 
edge. 
 However, when it comes 
to Boys’ State elections, there is 
simply no running away. You feel 
every stomach-turning moment. 
Every word that comes out of your 
mouth during a campaign speech 
lingers in the air like a fog, apathet-
ic of whether or not it ever reaches 

the hearts of those staring at you. 
Every second after the vote leaves 
an imprint on the patience of the 
candidate waiting for the results. 
 As a force, nervousness is 
one of the most powerful, and re-
grettably, most destructive. There 
is no lesson in this. What gives 
anything meaning is application. 
Although the primaries are over, 
every one of us will be nervous 
in more ways than we imagine by 
the end of the week. That is pretty 
much the fundamental reason be-
hind Boys’ State: to stretch us out 
of our comfort zones. 
 So the question is not 
whether or not this experience will 
make you nervous and uncomfort-
able, the question is what will you 
turn into? Can you take the errat-
ic energy that causes your mind 
to spin, and funnel it as a force to 
make you sharper and more intel-
lectually aware? Nervous energy 
is a survival instinct; behavioral 
biologists call this “Fight or Flight”. 
It is meant to either make you run 
away faster or fight harder. Don’t 
waste this gift.

Nationalists
By Xavier Hurst, Belleau Wood

 Behind closed doors in 
Richards Hall Auditorium, the Na-
tionalist convention got underway 
on Tuesday. Several things were 
discussed and debates raged. 
Some of the most debated issues 
were: abortion, the Keystone XL 
pipeline, the difference between 
marijuana and cannabis along 
with which we should use, and 
possible social reforms to foster 
care. Each had an abundance of 
pros and cons, and opinions were 
expressed openly. In the end we 
as a group grinded out these core 
ideas that would form the basis for 
our platform, which are: 

 - We are for the expansion of the
    agricultural market in Nebraska.
 - We are for the increased 
    efficiency and strengthening of 
    all Nebraska education.
 - We are for a more efficient path
    to citizenship for immigrants.
 - We are for energy diversification
   in Nebraska.
 - We support Nebraska game and
    parks in the pursuit of 
    conservation and preservation of
    natural resources and wildlife.
 - We support health-care reform.
 - We are in favor of private 
    property rights.
 - We are for modifying the tax 
    code to benefit the economy of 
    Nebraska
 - We are in favor of legalizing 
    cannabis possession and use.
 - We support the 2nd Amendment 
    and would like to defend our 
    right  to keep and bear arms 
    through reasonable and 
    limited regulations.

Continued on Page 3

“Save us with Davis”

Vote Jeremy Davis for Public Service Commissioner.

“I play guitar, not play you!”
*Paid for by Jeremy Davis for Public Service Commissioner
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Program 
Merger would 

Benefit 
Delegates

By Colten  White, Gettysburg

 Nationalists, Continued from Page 2
- We are in favor of legalizing 
    gambling in Nebraska for tax 
    revenue to improve the state.
 - We oppose the current plan for 
    the Keystone XL Pipeline.
 - We are in favor of reforming the 
    foster care system.
 - We support Pro-Life values. 

 With these ideals we hope 
to form a basis that many people 
in our party can use to hold their 
platform up. People can take the 
ideas we put down and either 
build upon or push away from 
those ideals. Either way it’s there 
to help them. A little food for 
thought, the ideals of the party do 
not make the ideals of the man, 
keep that in mind when you speak 
to somebody that associates with 
the opposite party.

 OPINION: Since the in-
ception of the Boys’ and Girls’ state 
programs in 1937, the two pro-
grams have experienced varying 
degrees of interaction. Despite 
this cooperation, the two pro-
grams have remained distinctly 
separate. There are several reasons 
why this is the case. Some revolve 
around the notion that behavior 
and focus are better maintained 
when males and females are sep-
arate. While many who accept this 
notion have genuine reasons to 
do so, the primary reason why this 
type of operation has been main-

tained has to do with a concept of 
tradition. Long standing traditions 
are extremely difficult to change, 
because after they have been es-
tablished, few people envision the 
system working any other way.
 While very few might dis-
credit the reasons for the separa-
tion of Girls’ and Boys’ state, the 
reasons to combine the two into a 
unified state government program 
are compelling. When weighing 
the benefits and harms of both 
possible programs, the benefits of 
a combined program far outweigh 
the negligible harms. By separat-
ing the two programs, it removes 
any significant interaction be-
tween male and female attendees. 
This separation by sex allows either 
boy attendees or girl attendees to 

only view the issues through the 
lenses of their own sex, rather than 
allowing them to see the dynamic 
perspectives of individuals of the 
opposite sex. The negative affect 
this has on the two programs is 
an over-sexualization of the oth-
er program. By combing the pro-
grams, this allows both male and 
female attendees to see each oth-
er as dynamic individuals, rather 
than simply boys or girls.
 The benefits of a combined 
program continue. Possibly the 
most convincing of which is the re-

laxation of the arguably pa-
triarchal political system in 
Nebraska and across the na-
tion. While it is common in legisla-
tive bodies to have a male majority, 
eighty percent of Nebraska’s uni-
cameral is male senators. Since the 
Boys’ and Girls’ State programs are 
widely considered to be a starting 
point for many political careers, it 
undoubtedly plays a part in shap-
ing them. By showing male and 
female attendees that members of 
the other sex are capable leaders, 
it becomes much easier for them 
to envision a more equitable polit-
ical climate than currently exists.
 While such a massive 
change would take a great amount 
of planning by both Boys’ and Girls’ 
State, this is a conversation that 

ought to occur. Rather than relying 
on archaic traditions to decide pol-
icy, the operating policy surround-
ing both programs should be 
continuously revised to meet new 
needs. It is ultimately up to those 
running the programs whether the 
logistical reorganization is worth 
the benefits incurred through a 
merger. Both girls and boys will 
certainly benefit from these pro-
grams, but ways to maximize the 
benefit to attendees, and the ulti-
mate positive impact on society, 
should be heavily examined.



 4Coo Coo for KuKu

Innovation 
Incoming!

More on the 
world of PACs at 

Boys State
By Adam Pinkelman, Manila Bay

 By Adrian Silva, Manila Bay

By Jayden Rannells, Valley Forge

 Guma KuKu, of Valley Forge, 
is running for the position to be 
the State Treasurer. Kuku was inter-
viewed by Bret Storer of his town to 
learn a bit more about who Guma 
KuKu is. Kuku is from Sudan, Africa 
and moved here in 2005 with his 
family and moved from city to city. 
KuKu has lived in Houston, New 
York City, and the state of Colorado 
before moving to the Cornhusker 
state in Omaha. Guma’s education 
consists of skipping not one, but 
multiple grade levels. He said in 
his interview that he’s, “The most 
qualified and responsible” when 
it comes to being elected State 
Treasurer and proudly states that 
he holds responsibility for what he 
does. Kuku is a perfectionist who 
is open to listening and passion-
ately added his willingness to ex-
plain his double birthday and king 
cobra story upon meeting others. 
Jokingly, KuKu made sure, to con-
trary belief, to address that he is 
not a direct descedant of President 
Obama.     

Public Privacy Protection PAC sup-
ports the widely-felt concept that 
the NSA should not be allowed to 
use drones to follow and kill US cit-
izens and foreign citizens. It also, 
however, believes that those same 
drones should be used for anti-ter-
rorism efforts and in instances of 
reasonable suspicion. The Pasture 
Management PAC prioritizes the 
agricultural economy of Nebras-
ka to decide which campaigns 
to support. This is very interest-
ing because the majority of Boys’ 
State Candidates are agriculturally 
sub-informed. Finally the Pro-Key-
stone XL Pipeline PAC advocates 
the more controversial topic of 
letting the Pipeline traverse the 
State of Nebraska over the Ogalla-
la Aquifer. It will be interesting to 
find out which candidate they will 
be promoting.
 After this PAC Fair, the PACs 
adjourned and held to meetings to 
decide which candidates they will 
be supporting.

 On the fourth day of Boys’ 
State, the Political Action Commit-
tees had a PAC fair and PAC meet-
ings. The fair was held in the HSS 
Food Service Conference Room 
where citizens circulated in and out 
to ask the PACs what issues they 
supported. Some of the topics of 
the PACs included public privacy 
protection, pasture management, 
and the Keystone XL pipeline. The 

 On Wednesday Kate Engle 
shared with Cornhusker Boys State 
delegates exciting new plans for a 
research park at UNL. Kate Engle is 
the community engagement and 
operations manager for the new 
Nebraska Innovation Campus. The 
Nebraska Innovation Campus’ pur-
pose is to connect the talent of ex-
perts, companies and the Universi-
ty of Nerbaska. 
 The first buildings for the 
new Innovation Campus are al-
most finished, and are planned 
to be up and running Fall of next 
year. The new Innovation Cam-
pus is barely in stage 1. There are 

many more upcoming plans 
for the Innovation Campus. 
This project is in such early 
stages that there isn’t even an esti-
mate on its cost. 
 One of the main facets 
of the Campus is the opportuni-
ties for prospect businesses it will 
have. The Innovation Campus will 
have requirements for new busi-
nesses wanting to get a space on 
campus. Businesses have to have 
some connection with UNL and 
have to prove their potential.
 The goal of this project is to 
bring new businesses and Nebras-
kans together to create ideas that 
will help change the world. The 
Innovation Campus is pioneering 
and ambitious. They hope to in-
spire many young buisnesmen and 
women with new ideas and foster 
them in this creative environment. 
After all, minds are like parachutes, 
they work best when open.

Heroes of Our 
Hearts

 By Austin Stone, Bunker Hill

 Yesterday, due to both the 
collaboration of the American Le-
gion and the graciousness of the 
Armed Forces, those that wished 
to were able to confer with 
recruiters and Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corp (ROTC) associates of 
the Armed Forces . Beginning at 
8:30 in the morning, representa-
tives from the ROTC programs of 
the Marine Corps, Army National 
Guard, Coast Guard and Navy 
were available for conversation 
and conveyance of advertising 
goods to the Boys’ Staters. During 
this time of discussion with the 
Armed Forces, Boys’ Staters had 
the opportunity to speak with 

Continued on Page 5

 5A Lobby Hobby

Pick a Major???
By Jordan Werth, Yorktown

By Dawson Cozad, Yorktown

must process to be successful. He also brought attention to new tech-
nological advances that lead to the creation of these new jobs. In his 
speech, he also compared the United States to other countries in cate-
gories such as education, population, and of course, economy. I thought 
that the seminar was very interesting and it will cause me to rethink 
some of my plans for my future job.      

 Wednesday morning, we 
all had the chance to attend one of 
three sessions. I decided to attend 
a session pertaining to the job 
market in Nebraska. The session 
was performed by the non-profit 
organization, Invest Nebraska, and 
its CEO Daniel Hoffman. Coming 
into the session, I expected to hear 
about the same well known jobs 
and majors that everyone seems 
to talk about but that was not at 
all what the speech was about. I 
was pleasantly surprised by the 
fact that it was mostly about new 
jobs that are being created across 
the state. These are jobs that peo-
ple don’t commonly think about as 
most of them relate to the science 
and math field. These jobs show 
the creativity that entrepreneurs 

 After Wednesday after-
noon’s PAC meeting, lobbyists 
from the different PACs went to 
go introduce, discuss and pro-
mote their bills to members of 
Boys’ State Legislature. The lobby-
ists came into the room to see the 
Legislature body already split into 
their table committees, discussing 
some of the bills at hand. Lobby-
ists of the diverse set of PACs then 
went to the respective table that 
their bill was being conferred at, 
to try and persuade their cause of 

Heroes, Continued from page 4
ROTC officers and infer about pos-
sible ways of enrollment and the 
benefits that would be reaped by 
such an organization. Other activ-
ities that Staters were allowed to 
do involved physical activity in the 
manner of pull-ups for the Marine 
Corps representative. Following 
a few displays of strength a large 
competition ensued between 
boys of all floors for the title of the 
most pull-ups done. The winner of 
the competition was a Stater from 
Valley Forge and was awarded 
with Marine Corps memorabilia.
 All in all, the Staters that 
participated in this opening 
session began the day off to an 
invigorating and intelligent start. 
Also, I would also like to take the 
time to thank not only the Legion 
but all of the Armed Forces mem-
bers involved for such a wonderful 
opportunity.   

reason to get the bill past 
the table and into the gen-
eral file for debate. Lobby-
ists heavily argued their points, 
with the Legislature members 
giving an equally strong rebuttal. 
The bills that passed the table vote 
and made it to the general con-
sensus were heavily discussed on 
and heated debate was sparked. 
Lobbyists were able to watch from 
the sidelines as their bills were de-
bated on, or even some just to ob-
serve the process at hand. Many of 
the lobbyists left after their bill was 
finished on the general file, but a 
select few stayed for a majority of 
the Legislative meeting.

Nate the Great 
for Secretary of State

I fully support the Education PAC in their efforts to lower 
interest reates on student loan debt, as well as raising 

annual teacher salaries.

- Lower student loan interest rates

- Raise annual teacher salaries

- Pro Marijuana, with restrictions

- Huge supporter of the 2nd Amendment

*Paid for by the Education PAC



 6Legislative 
Update

Advanced 
Communication

By Ceasar Magana Linare, Belleau Wood

By Cody Reiken, Manila Bay

 What is the most basic 
concept of government? For most 
of us, the fact that three different 
bodies exist has been taught to us 
in every social studies class since 
first grade. The Judiciary Branch 
interprets laws, the Executive 
Branch enforces the laws, and the 
Legislative Branch makes the laws. 
Making the laws on Wednesday 
was a clear set of discourses, but 
the implementation of the laws 
are bound to affect the citizens of 
Boys’ State.
 Two laws were passed at 
the midweek session. Based off 
an overwhelming majority, the 

session voted to increase the min-
imum wage. The bill proposed an 
annual increase of fifty cents over 
the next couple years, eventual-
ly reaching the new minimum of 
$9.25. Proponents said that the bill 
is necessary to keep up with rising 
inflation, something that makes 
the lives of many Americans more 
difficult. Those in negation argued 
that a minimum-wage increase 
would only further exacerbate 
the harms of inflation over time. 
However, this notion was refuted 
by a member of Valley Forge who 
explained that inflation increases 
anyways, and minimum wage only 
exists to keep up with that infla-
tion. The bill passed easily.
Legislative Speaker Vishnawarath, 
“Chena”, Ganesan authored and 
spoke on his proposed bill. His 
plan put forth many stipulations 

 John Morrissey, a corporate 
trainer for Wells Fargo and teacher 
for 20 years, had a seminar in the 
basement of Morrill Hall, Room 
141. In his presentation, he de-
tailed four different generations: 
Traditionalist (Born before 1946, 
26% of population), Baby Boomer 
(Born 1946-1964, 29% of popu-
lation), Generation X (Born 1965-
1980, 16% of population) and Mil-

lennial (Born 1980-present, 29% of 
population). All these generations 
had different characteristics and 
a “defining moment” that sets the 
tone for each. Traditionalist-Pearl 
Harbor. This event pushed the U.S. 
into WWII and started an elevated 
amount of patriotism for America, 
which makes this generation more 
loyal than others. Baby Boomer-JFK 
assassination. This marked political 
and civil unrest and protests, this 
generation also  wasn’t the best at 
liking their parents-having a rebel 
mindset. Generation X-the Chal-
lenger Space Shuttle Explosion. 

This event made them believe that 
the system was broken, the econo-
my was in decline and caused them 
to become cynical. This generation 
also has some technology skills. 
Millennial-9/11 (and the events 
that followed because of it). This 
generation lives for today, helps 
others, and they are the most tech-
nologically minded of all, because 
they are born and grow up with it.
 Perhaps the biggest stereo-
type about Millennials (our gener-
ation) is that we don’t care about 
anything, play video games all day, 
and are lazy. The statistics present-
ed by Mr. Morrissey, however, show 
that our generation is projected to 
be one of the greatest of all time. I 
even question this conclusion but 
there are solid facts behind it. For 
instance, drug use, teen pregnan-
cy, arrests and dropout rates are 
down. Amid all of the predictions 
though, it is up to us to prove them 
right or wrong. What will our gen-
eration become? The choice is all 
of ours.

before State Senators 
could increase their pay. 
The Speaker noted that the 
Legislature could increase the pay 
for the next houses only if it met 
certain economic prerequisites, 
thereby requiring the Senators to 
be benefiting their constituents. 
The economic requirements in-
cluded maintaining a GDP growth 
of at least three percent every year, 
and an unemployment rate of less 
than four percent. It is now more 
feasible for the citizens of Boys’ 
State to hold their elected officials 
accountable.
 It will be interesting to see 
what other laws are passed for 
the citiznes of Boys’ State, but the 
issues of direct economic policies 
have had reform in the middle of 
the week for CBS 2014.

I am the best candidate becausae I am well informed on the issues and what Secretary of 
State can do to help, such as reinstating the Cornhusker Boys’ and Girls’ State dance. 

I am Nathan Maginnis, 
running for Secretary of State. 

Remember, “VOTE NATE” for Secretary of State.
*Paid for by Maginnis for Secretary of State



 8Beyond the Two 
Party System

New Standard 
for Leadership

By Noah Fisher, Bunker Hill

By Will Patterson, Manila Bay

 Yesterday some of Corn-
husker Boys’ State took the unique 
opportunity to listen to third party 
speakers based out of Nebraska.  
With Gene Siadek speaking for the 
Libertarian party and Steve Lar-
rick speaking for the Green Party, 
those who attended were able to 
learn alternative parties from the 
common Democrat and Republi-
can parties. Both of these speakers 
expressed their issues with a two 
party political system. These issues 
ranged from difficulty to getting 
on the ballot to gaining popularity 
with voting citizens.
 Gene Siadek of the Liber-
tarian party spoke on his firm be-
lief in small government and the 
free market.  Siadek believes that 
smaller government with less in-

fluence from big corporations is 
the ideal path for Nebraska and es-
sentially all of the United States.
 Steve Larrick was speak-
ing for the Green Party.  Larrick 
expressed his strong desire for 
government regulations in place 
in order to protect the citizens of 
Nebraska and especially the envi-
ronment. He made sure to make 
a point of the fact that one of the 
Green Party’s main goals is to pur-
sue alternative, cleaner methods 
of producing energy. These includ-
ed solar power, geo-thermal ener-
gy, and wind power.
 While Larrick and Siadek 
disagreed on several issues both 
candidates agreed that the United 
States of America should strive to 
maintain peace with all foreign na-
tions. These candidates both claim 
that they will continue to strive to 
bring more attention to their party 
and ensure that their candidates 
will appear on the ballot.

 While looking up at the 
stage of Kimball Hall yesterday 
afternoon, the key point that was 
prevalent throughout each one of 
the four extraordinary presenters’ 
speeches was that to be a truly 
good leader you must support di-
versity. Frank LaMere, Don Wesley, 
T.J McDowell, and Thomas Chris-
tie all spoke about it. The world 
is changing and nothing is like it 
was a couple of decades ago. They 
said that what we considered mi-
nority groups aren’t so minor now 

and that a leader must adapt, and 
mustn’t be afraid to stand up for 
people of different ethnicities no 
matter what. If we can’t learn to 
do so this country, and more im-
portantly this state, will fail. Each 
leader gave moving testaments to 
their experiences and each gave 
their perspective on what it takes 
to be a diverse leader, to adapt to 
change, to be unconquerable, to 
prevent color from blinding you, 
and to give everyone a chance. 
That’s what it means to be a di-
verse leader, being able to look 
at the individual and just see the 
individual, nothing else. If we can 
not at least accomplish that, what 
chances do we have at being great 
leaders?

Yorktown Town 
Report

By Jordan Werth, Yorktown

 It was another successful 
day in Yorktown as many excit-
ing things happened. The sports 
teams continued to win, except for 
the football team who lost a tight 
game by one point. Yorktown also 
created new chants for the joint 
session Wednesday night that will 
hopefully create some positive 
buzz and excitement. Tuesday 
night, we had the pleasure to be in 
attendance to hear a speech from 
a candidate for the National Com-
mander for the American Legion. I 
thought it was a wonderful speech 
that highlighted how much of an 
honor it is to attend Boys' State. 
This took the place for the National 
Guard base tour that was cancelled 
due to severe weather. After the 
speech, we had much needed re-
lax time to recover from the excit-
ing first half of the week. Yorktown 
also had the chance to hear many 
great  candidates campaigning for 
office. All candidates did a great 
job and all will be worthy choices 
for offices. Yorktown was also hard 
at work helping its own candidates 
by donating money. It was also a 
great time to write some laws that 
will hopefully create some great 
discussions in the legislation. It 
was another great day in Yorktown 
and hopefully there will be more 
great days ahead as Boys' State 
slowly comes to a close.      

Bataan 
Town Report

By Christian Pfeifer, Bataan

 Although only three days 
have passed since Nebraska's 
Boys' State delegates arrived to 
Lincoln, the long week and all of 
it's debates, speakers, paper work, 
and discussions are wearing down 
the boys more than anyone could 
have imagined. This Wednesday 
morning was a tough one on the 
ninth floor of Harper Hall. The 
Bataan boys struggled to wake 
up after being awake all night dis-
cussing new bill ideas and the new 
plans campaign. After showers, 
brushing their teeth, and getting 
dressed, the guys walked to break-
fast and then to different buildings 
to listen to some great speakers 
on topics such as: the new gener-
ation, the third party, and many 
more concepts that are going to 
be present in the near future. It has 
been a long day so far, but that's 
not stopping the Bataan boys from 
working hard and doing every-
thing they can to make this week 
an amazing, memorable week. 

Manila Bay 
Town Report

 Yesterday was a rather 
eventful day for the boys of Ma-
nila Bay. There was Legislature, lec-
tures, and laundry to be done all 
day. The boys found there voices 
in the song "All of Me". And early 
in the morning a stater lost their 
room key. Lastly in the day came 
the serenade of Girls' State, when 
Weeder played the air piano with 
perfection and lead Manila Bay to 
their legendary fate.

By Manila Bay

 Day three in the town of 
Bunker Hill had some good mo-
ments after a fun night. After the 
tour of the National Guard base 
was canceled Bunker Hill and 
the rest of the towns had a lot of 
free time. Bunker Hill easily had 
the best time of any of the Boys' 
Staters. It started with games of 
cards. Some citizens started taking 
things to the next level when they 
rode the elevator up with one boy 
covered in toilet paper. 
 This was only the beginning 
of the fun they had. After this they 
began writing a song that they 
sang to the Girls' Staters. It was tru-
ly a good night, but then it was off 
to hit the hay for another long day. 
The next morning the city council 
held a meeting to pass ordinanc-
es. These ordinances didn't come 
easy with lots of comments from 
everyone, especially A-Aron. One 
major ordinance was not allowing 
energy drinks on the floor because 
of the things that happened the 
night before.   

By Brodie Mackling, Bunker Hill

Bunker Hill
Town Report

 Alamo on Tuesday night 
came together and partied in the 
commons.  Alamo also agreed to 
change the outside letters to spell 
"VOTE 4 CARL".  This shows the sup-
port of Alamo behind their only 
candidate for Governor, National-
ist Carl Thon.  
 Early on Wednesday Morn-
ing Alamo ate and broke apart to 
watch five different mini-seminars. 
These lectures and discussions 

were varied and interest-
ing, ranging from Third Par-
ty Introductions about the 
Libertarians and Green Party to in-
formative lectures about what the 
future job scene will be like. Re-
gardless, all of the meetings were 
riveting and insightful. Learning 
continued into the afternoon, as 
they went and learned about how 
discrimination needs to be talked 
about and ended. 
 Alamo did well in many of 
the primaries as well. The people 
of Alamo are all looking forward to 
participating in the next election 
where many there are many candi-
dates from Alamo on the ballots.   

Alamo
Town Report

By Carl Thon, Alamo

 As storms brewed on Tues-
day, Boys' State was faced with an 
interesting schedule change after 
the National Guard Base Tour was 
cancelled. Like most cities, citi-
zens of Belleau Wood found them-
selves with some extra free time 
for the evening. This gave many 
the chance to work on their cam-
paign materials and continue to 
build strong campaigns. Howev-
er, something rather unique took 
place as well. Belleau Wood citi-
zens created their very own talent 
show! The comic relief soothed 
the tired masses of Belleau Wood 
as contests with push ups and 
singing performances brought 
smiles across the faces of all in-
volved, contestants and partici-
pants alike. When faced with rain, 
Belleau Wood allowed the sun to 
shine and rejoiced at the opportu-
nity to build even stronger friend-
ships with one another even in the 
menacing presence of Nebraskan 
weather.

Belleau Wood 
Town Report

By Chance Kennicutt, Belleau Wood
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 10Cody McCain

Zachary Faltys
By Isaac Pavovic, Valley Forge

By Chance Kennicutt, Belleau Wood

 An incoming 
senior at Tri-County 
High School, Cody 
McCain took the 
reins of the Nation-
alist Gubernatori-
al race for Belleau 
Wood on a three 
point platform that 
was designed to 
capture the atten-
tion of not only his 
party, but the whole 
of Boys’ State. Mc-
Cain is a strong sup-
porter of education 
reform and believes 
that schools should work harder 

 Zachary Faltys is the gov-
ernor candidate for the National-
ist Party in Valley Forge. Faltys de-
scribes himself as “awesome.” As a 
social person, Faltys was interested 
in running for governor because 
he thought campaigning would 
be fun. Faltys also loves participat-
ing in intellectual conversations 
with friends. This love comes from 
his interest to hear different opin-
ions and experience the diversity 
of others.
 Zachary Faltys is a 
well-qualified candidate for Gover-
nor. At his school, he is known to 
be a good speaker. He is the host 
at many events at his school. Also, 
he said he keeps up with relation-
ships and gets back to people. 
Faltys is highly involved in music, 

drama and Boy Scouts, where he 
is nearly an Eagle Scout. His per-
sistence is illustrated in his selec-
tion for All-State Choir.
 Faltys sees both side of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline issue. He is in 
favor of gun rights and also a ma-
jor supporter of wildlife conserva-
tion.

to try and give students real world 
skills that they can use after they 
graduate through programs with 
a hands-on curriculum. The sec-

ond pillar of 
McCain’s cam-
paign is based 
on the issue of 
green energy. 
He believes 
that the state 
should make a 
better effort to 
encourage the 
development 
of clean ener-
gy. To do this, 
McCain ac-
k nowledged 
that he would 
attempt to 

increase tax incentives for green 

companies, especially in the 
area of energy production 
and more specifically, wind 
farms. He believes that by doing 
this we can avoid more polluting 
alternatives. The third and final 
pillar of the McCain gubernatorial 
campaign is based on the issue of 
the Keystone XL pipeline. McCain 
describes himself as an environ-
mentalist and prefers the transpor-
tation of crude oil to take place via 
railway instead of pipelines. When 
asked about his reasoning for this 
method, McCain stated that the 
Ogallala aquifer is a precious and 
vital asset to our state, and that 
jeopardizing it would be bad for 
the economy. With his platform in 
place, only time will tell how voters 
react to these issues and his cor-
relating stances.

Francisco 
Gonzalez, Jr.

Francisco is a Federalist candidate 
from Madison, Nebraska.
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By Brodie Mackling, Bunker HIll

 Bunker Hill’s Federalist 
candidate for governor is Hunter 
Nance. Hunter is from Dannebrog, 
Nebraska. When asked why he 
wanted to run for governor Hunt-
er said, “I have a fire, desire, pas-
sion, that no other candidate has, 
like famous leaders of our country 
like Lincoln and Kennedy.” Hunter’s 
platform includes pro-gambling, 
welfare reform, and immigration. 
Hunter believes that pro-gambling 

would be very beneficial for the 
state. Hunter said, “I respect those 
who have the desire to put money 
into casinos.” 
 Hunter’s leadership is also 
amazing. Hunter has been elect-
ed to legislature and has written 
many bills. After writing these bills 
he has convinced the committee 
to pass these bills. When he is with 
other members Hunter has influ-
enced others to write bills and to 
get them passed. Many others see 
Hunter’s leadership and are en-
couraged to do more for the town. 
Work ethic is also a big thing Hunt-
er Nance has. He works hard for 
not just him but for the people de-

from a turtle, summarizing it as an 
action that makes us defenseless.   
 Finally, Lockman discussed 
his last principle, the pursuit of 
happiness. Trevor described this as 
what many would call the Ameri-
can Dream. As stated before, both 
Trevor and his father own and op-
erate small businesses. His dad 
owns a windmill company which 
makes enough money to get heav-
ily taxed. This was essential in the 
formation of his belief that “…big 
government needs to stay out of 
small business.” 
 

pending on him. He never 
stops working on trying to 
make things better.  

Trevor Lockman

By Jared Polack, Bunker Hill

 Trevor Lockman is the Na-
tionalist Gubernatorial Candidate 
from Bunker Hill. Trevor resides 
in the beautiful area of Murdock. 
Both Trevor and his father run 
small businesses, which helps him 
understand what the economy 
needs. Trevor is an incredibly en-
thusiastic citizen who wholeheart-
edly supports the United States 
Declaration of Independence, run-
ning on what he calls his “Three 
Principles,” life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. These are some 
of the cornerstones of the Declara-
tion of Independence.
 The first issue that Trevor 
brought up in his interview was 
that of life. Under this umbrella 
he mainly talked about his view 
on abortion. Lockman stated that 
he is Pro-Life as the baby is not 
responsible for the mistake of the 
mother or father and that no hu-
man being has the right to take a 

life. Expanding on the latter point, 
he also described his opposition 
to the death penalty and stating 
“It takes away the chance of the 
convicted being proved innocent 
if new evidence comes to light.” 
 In his interview, Trevor cited 
his reasons for liberty being one of 
his principles since “American sol-
diers have been fighting for almost 
250 years to secure our liberty” and 
because “Our founding fathers be-
lieved heavily in it.” Trevor believes 
that we need to find a better way 
to improve what we already do to 
help our returning veterans. He 
cited issues such as veterans re-
turning and not receiving the ben-
efits that they were promised and 
he stated that “We are prescribing 
medicines and drugs too much to 
curb PTSD [post-traumatic stress 
disorder].” Instead, he argues, we 
“need to find better and different 
ways to help these soldiers.” An-
other issue that Trevor put under 
his liberty principle was the right 
to bear arms. He compared the sit-
uation of taking our the firearms 
of our citizens to taking the shell 



Hunter Traynor
By Dawson Cozad, Gettysburg

 Running for the Federalist 
Governor for Gettysburg 
is Hunter Traynor. Tray-
nor is a city-boy with ru-
ral family ties. He comes 
from a low middle class 
family, his mother work-
ing in teaching and 
his father for construc-
tion, with two younger 
sisters. Traynor plays 
football for his school 
and hopes to major in 
Pre-Medicine. He believes that he 
would be a good candidate for 
Governor, saying that he is here to 
compromise and be open-minded 
towards everyone’s opinions. He 

is a firm believer that character, 
not academic accolades, should 
be the true test of someone’s 
ability to lead and he doesn’t like 
to dwell on his own accomplish-
ments or accolades, believing that 

such things such as ACT 
scores, school accom-
plishments, etc. don’t 
truly define someone. 
 Traynor has held 
school leadership po-
sitions, and has had 
experience with leader-
ship, saying that some-
one should be reward-
ed through leadership. 
Traynor says that some-

one’s stances and viewpoints on 
controversial issues shouldn’t de-
fine someone or make someone 
else think differently because of 
those reasons.

Calvin 
Wineland, Jr
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By Cade Nelson, Yorktown

 Wineland believes that we 
should support the troops and 
the veterans and thinks that they 
should have tax exemptions. He 
also wants to help the veterans 
in Grand Island with their current 
living situation. He is pro-life be-
cause he doesn’t feel like the doc-
tors should be playing God and 
take away an unborn life and is 
also against insemination on the 
same reason. He does not agree 
with his party on its plan for the 
common core, he believes that it 
should have an educational plan 
that would have everyone learn-
ing the same thing. He is for leav-
ing the budget as is, and he wants 
to reform the renewable resources 

plan. He also wants to improve ed-
ucation all across the state. He is 
the current mayor of Yorktown and 
is active in sports and is constant-
ly campaigning whenever he gets 
the chance.

Scott Riley
By Tristan Bruce, Bataan

In addition, he thinks we need to 
protect our farmland and the great 
farming tradition of the Cornhusk-
er State. Another important top-
ic to Scott Riley is the Common 
Core. Scott feels the current Com-
mon Core standards is flawed and 
needs to be revised.

Senior Patrol Leader in Boy Scouts, 
Treasurer in Future Business Lead-
ers of America, and the vice-pres-
ident of National Honor Society. 
Scott believes he should be gov-
ernor because he has the ability 
to lead the executive branch of 
Nebraska. He states he will have 
a positive effect on this state and 

he wants to represent 
us. Scott Riley described 
management style by 
saying he can put peo-
ple in the positions 
that they desire, yet he 
will make sure they are 
fully qualified for that 
position. Scott believes 
that it is important that 
we solve the water dis-
tribution problem and 

the Keystone Pipeline issue. Scott 
believes that Nebraska should be 
open-minded about sharing wa-
ter, but he also thinks we need to 
properly use it for our agriculture. 

 Scott Riley is represent-
ing the Federalist Party and the 
town of Bataan. Scott is from the 
town of Auburn and attends John-
son-Brock High School. He is cur-
rently ranked 4th in his class with 
a 3.76 GPA. Scott is 
highly involved with-
in the school and 
community. He cur-
rently participates 
in Future Business 
Leaders of Ameri-
ca, Future Farmers 
of America, National 
Honor Society, Boy 
Scouts, Speech, One 
Act, Nemaha Valley 
Museum Board, Basketball, Track, 
Math Team, Quiz Bowl, and he is 
also currently employed. The lead-
ership positions he has obtained 
are: President of his class, Assistant 
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 With the gubernatorial 
race on the way, one 
of the most important 
resources informed 
citizens can acquire 
are those that give 
them a true and accu-
rate depiction of those 
qualified candidates 
who are worth paying 
attention to. Among 
these fine diplomat-
ic individuals who 
are in need of being 
brought into limelight 
is Karsten V. Schuetze. Karsten is 
the proud mayor of Belleau Wood. 
Living an hour and a half away in 
the town of West Point, Karsten 
is no stranger to leadership. One 
leadership experience that stands 
out to Karsten is attending Nebras-
ka Leadership Seminar. Being se-
lected as one of the two students 

out of a class of 70, Schuetze spent 
a week where he was equipped 
with the tools to lead with honor 
and dignity. When ask what the 
quality that he value most in lead-
ership Karsten responded “I don’t 

ever want anybody to 
have choice between 
what is right and be-
ing accepted. I want 
to model charter and 
intentionally reach 
out to those who feel 
like they have been 
forced to making that 
choice.” 
 When it comes to 
his political beliefs, 
mayor Schuetze is 
rather transparent 

and straight foreword. Asked 
about hot button moral and reli-
gious issues like abortion and gay 
marriage , Karsten had this to say 
“Although I have strong personal 
convictions, I don’t believe that the 
Government should have say in an 
individual’s extremely private and 
personal areas of life.” The issue of 

the Key Stone XL Pipeline, 
Karsten is resolved that the 
economic benefits do not 
out weigh the ecological risks. Be-
ing fully aware of the importance 
of land to his fellow Nebraskans, 
Karsten does not support giving 
the government eminent domain 
privileges in this instance. 
 But Schuetze is a man of 
far more than politics. One thing 
for Karsten that exists outside of 
any political belief is the lega-
cy his great grandfather left him. 
Karsten’s great grandfather was 
a POW in WWII. As a retired Air 
Force pilot, for the 17 years that he 
new his great grandson, Karsten 
explained to me the passion for 
honor that was forged in his be-
ing. This fall will make the one year 
anniversary of his passing. Being 
that Boys State is a program ran by 
veterans of foreign wars, Karsten 
feels a special connection to the 
program and is deeply humbled 
and encouraged as he continues 
his race for governor.

By Dempsey Tapley, Belleau Wood

 The citizens of Manila Bay 
have found themselves with a 
single governor candidate.  Most 
of Manila is finding themselves 
putting their support behind the 
Federalist candidate, Isaiah Miller.  
With a firm belief in a strict inter-
pretation of the Constitution, Mill-
er has found himself lucky to be 
the only candidate coming from 
his town, giving him a more prom-

inent group of supports from his 
own town.
 Miller says he'd like to focus 
on a greener, cleaner energy alter-
natives to provide electricity to the 
citizens of Nebraska.  He was cer-
tain to bring attention to the fact 
that while he holds many other 
issues in equal value, such as edu-
cation, that the environment must 
be a top priority.  Miller expressed 
his urge to protect the environ-
ment to ensure that there is safe, 
clean world for future generations.

Isaiah Miller
By Will Patterson, Manila Bay



Isaac Langan
By Mathew Ramirez, Gettysburg

 Isaac Albert Langan, citi-
zen of Gettysburg, is running for 
Governor under the Nationalist 
party. He was born and raised in 
McCook, Nebraska. He is actively 
involved in his school and commu-
nity. A small list of his activities in-
cludes: student council, President 
of the Speech team, camp council-
or, swim/dive team, and he is the 
school mascot. Isaac is basing his 

campaign platform on three main 
topics; gun rights, conversion of 
farmland to grassland, and health-
care reform. On the issue of gun 

rights, Isaac says that 
there should be back-
ground checks before 
one would be able to purchase a 
firearm. "In most cases, the person 
behind the gun is responsible for 
the death, therefor people should 
have background checks to search 
for violent pasts". Isaac is a firm be-
liever in compromises. On issues 
such as the Keystone XL pipeline 
and health care reforms he says "it 
is time to compromise". Finally, he 
is in favor of the conservation of 
Nebraska's grasslands. 

 Carl is a simple man with 
plans of serving a not-so-simple 
government. For the sake of sim-
plicity in the campaign, the mayor 
of Alamo insists on being addressed 
as Carl, just Carl. The citizens of 
Alamo describe Carl as a motivat-
ed, level headed leader with big 
plans for his term as Governor.  
  Carl appreciates the oppor-
tunities that have been provided 
by his Nebraska education, but 
admits that the system needs re-
form. In a recent interview, Carl ex-
plained his platform on education, 
"I, Carl, understand that the jobs of 
today, and more importantly to-
morrow, are monumentally more 
reliant on a college degree. I plan 
to help out young folks who are 
taking their future into their own 
hands and getting themselves 
an education. I support lower-
ing interest rates of student loans 
for college graduates to alleviate 

the crushing pressure of trying 
to pay back the government as 
they try to start their careers and 
give back to their country." One 

can clearly see that this candidate 
feels passionately about revising 
the education for the betterment 
of the United States of America.
 Agriculture is the back-
bone of the state's economy, and 
Carl is grateful for every farmer 
toiling in the fields every day to 
supply Nebraska, and the rest of 

Carl Thon
By Joseph Ferris, Gettysburg

the world, with quality crops. All of 
his actions as governor will defend 
the rights of Nebraska farmers.  
    Carl wished to address the topic 
of gun rights only because of the 
amount of attention this issue has 
generated as of late. He asserts, 
"The gun laws in Nebraska are fine 
the way they are. If legislation is 
pushed to inhibit our ability to 
bear arms, I will address the issue 
through the eyes of a skeptical 
pragmatist. Gun control has the 
potential to rob the American peo-
ple of their civil rights, and should 
therefore be limited as much as 
possible." Carl believes in civil lib-
erties, and will not let the govern-
ment overreach its boundaries.
 Carl is supported by candi-
dates both in and out of his town. 
His ideals are moderate and appeal 
to members on both sides of the 
spectrum, a quality becoming less 
prevalent in Washington.  Above 
all, Carl's love for his country is the 
driving force behind his participa-
tion as a competitive candidate 
for Governor of Boys' State 2014.
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