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Primary Elections Start



 2The Federalists’ 
Platform Meeting
By Brodie Mackling, Bunker Hill

 Day two of Cornhusker 
Boys’ State started off with Pre-Pri-
mary meetings for state and county 
positions. The meetings discussed 
their views on various issues that 
deal directly with Nebraska. The 
Federalists decided that they are 
pro-casinos, against change to 
the budget, and interested in wel-
fare reform. The Federalist Party 
also decided they are anti-Com-
mon Core, in favor of investing in 
renewable energy, and in favor of 
lessening barriers to immigration. 
During this session there was a 
great diffusion of ideas and view-
points, and there were many dif-
ferences of opinion. At times, this 
made it more difficult for the party 
to come to an agreement, but this 
adversity was also very helpful. 
Since everyone in the party was 
interested in coming to a unified 
stance on issues, the Federalists 
soon began to pass amendments 
to the discussed issues. Although 
this meeting was long, it gave ev-
eryone in the Federalist Party a 
chance to realize what the party 
was about and fostered a sense of 
unity that will hopefully carry over 
to the general elections.

Tuesday’s PAC 
Meeting

By Dawson Cozad, Gettysburg

 Tuesday afternoon’s PAC 
meeting went very smoothly for 
only being its third gathering. It 
began much like the first of the 
PAC meetings, with general dis-
cussion and updates for the PAC 
groups. Each individual PAC began 
to really get their committees in or-
der, setting aside duties, goals and 
their individual requirements. The 
PAC meeting ran during the gen-
eral campaigning for the state and 
county offices. While the groups 
stayed collected for the first few 
minutes of the meeting, most of 
the PACs departed to go scouting 
for candidates to back during their 
campaign, and some to recruit 
some new members. Some candi-
dates came down to talk to some 
of the PACs hoping to get them to 
back their campaigns for state or 
county office, while members of 
the different committees pounded 
these candidates with questions. 
Cody McCain of Belleau Wood, a 
runner for the Nationalists’ Gover-
nor position, was one of the can-
didates to both give his statement 
and campaigning speech, while 
answering questions asked by PAC 
members about where the candi-
dates stood on different matters. 
Boys’ Staters should look forward 
to Wednesday’s PAC fair to both 
join PACs that fit causes that they 
feel strongly towards and help 
fund campaign trails for their fel-
low members in office.

The Nationalists’ 
Platform Meeting
By Adam Pinkelman, Manila Bay

 Yesterday at 9:45, the Na-
tionalist Party, along with the Fed-
eralist Party, had Platform Debates 
and Candidate Debates. In the 
Nationalist debates the members 
amended the Nationalist plat-
form beliefs and debated on other 
hot-topic items. A topic that ignit-
ed a heated argument was abor-
tion. Although many people in the 
party were arguing for pro-choice 
beliefs, the party ended the de-
bate with a vote in favor of pro-life 
beliefs. That meeting ended on the 
topic of gay marriage rights and 
has been adjourned to a later time.
 After the platform de-
bates, the Nationalist Party ob-
served candidate debates for the 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, State Auditor, and Public 
Service Commissioner. Every one 
of these candidates were clearly 
deserving of these roles and un-
derstanding of how each of these 
positions work. Finally, the meet-
ing and these debates ended with 
the Staters going to the cafeteria 
to enjoy a great lunch of pizza and 
chicken strips with dipping sauce. 
WHOOOOOOOO! BOYS’ STATE!
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Back in VF Black
By Jayden Rannells, Valley Forge

 Governor candidate, Gon-
zales Jr., known as Chico, has rallied 
his city and has a window display, 
and you may want to check it out. 
Chico has gained support with his 
classy style and festive personality, 
campaigning in those fresh Oak-
ley Holbrooks with a shirt, bow-
tie, and suspenders, showing he’s 
dressed for success. Candidates 
strategically campaigned and 
hoped to persuade voters.
 Citizens of Valley Forge are 
at the top of their game. The Ju-
diciary members were kept busy 
while the political and non-politi-
cal campaigning occurred by stra-
tegically separating themselves 
and going hard to work. The opti-
mism and good relationships with 
A-A-ron, Alex, and Quint are in-
seperable.

Yorktown Update!
By Cade Nelson, Yorktown

 First things first I want to 
call out Alamo for their Florida 
State chant Monday on behalf of 
the citizens of Yorktown, but don’t 
feel too bad Alamo, maybe you 
won’t make a fool of yourselves 
tonight. Now to get down to busi-
ness, yesterday in sports Yorktown 
dominated the courts: 

In basketball they won: 82 - 54
In football they won: 8 - 6
In softball they won: 18 - 3
And in volleyball: 1st set: 21 - 7
                   2nd set: 13 - 21
                   3rd set: 15 - 13

 I am sad to report that our 
mayor and nationalist runner for 
governor, Donald L. Erftmier, III, 
has gone home sick today.

 A list posted on the bulletin 
board in the main area has a Twit-
ter-name sheet. If you haven’t seen 
it yet, be sure to add your name 
and follow those who are already 
on. Mayor Derek Greenwald is 
pushing his campaign using Twit-
ter and can be followed at @Fath-
erGreenwald. 

Gettysburg Town 
Report

By Mathew Ramierez, Gettysburg

 Life in the town of Gettys-
burg is a blast. In the sixth floor of 
Harper Hall, there is never a dull 
moment. In the spare time be-
tween sessions you can often find 
the men of Gettysburg in their 
commons room telling stories 
or cracking jokes. This is a group 
of guys that loves to have fun. 
The perfect example of this is the 
city ordinance they established 
pertaining to all candidates that 
wished to campaign on their floor. 
All wishing to do so had to tell a 
joke worthy of the crowd. While 
other floors had physical challeng-
es, the men of Gettysburg pre-
ferred a laugh. From chanting on 
the way to their daily events to tell-
ing crazy stories, the men of Get-
tysburg, or “Money Team”, as they 
have come to call themselves, will 
find the fun in anything they do.

Belleau Wood 
Town Report

By  Chance Kennicutt, Belleau Wood

 Today the citizens of Bel-
leau Wood began to rally around 
their respective party candidates 
as the morning began with the 
Federalist and Nationalist Party 
conventions. These platform meet-

ings were significant firsts 
for the Boys’ Staters, as it was 
the first time each individu-
al party had met as a whole and 
decided what their beliefs would 
be. During this event, many distin-
guished Belleau Wood candidates 
debated and established the Party 
Platforms in front of their respec-
tive parties. This was not the only 
role played by the delegations of 
Belleau Wood, however. 
 The Federalists from Bel-
leau Wood also took important 
stances on platform issues such 
as Immigration Reform while the 
Nationalists experienced issues 
ranging from Education Reform 
to the Regulation of Cannabis and 
Cannabis Products. Both Belleau 
Wood delegations experienced 
different sets of platform issues 
but at the end of the day ultimate-
ly returned with pride as they took 
to the campaign trail to begin their 
journeys towards State Office. Cit-
izens state-wide now anxiously 
await the results of the primary 
elections.

Alamo Report
By Carl Thon, Alamo

 Alamo woke early and left 
for the dinning hall.  After break-
fast they split between Federalist 
and Nationalist to determine the 
parties candidates.  Joe Ferris and 
many other people from Alamo 
fought hard to win the support of 
the public.  After the debates the 
town came home to floor seven 
and sent there candidates out to 
campaign.  Carl Thon, the may-
or, worked hard today to greet all 
the campaigners that came to the 
floor.  The future is bright for Ala-
mo.  Lets hope this 2014 group will 
be a remediable group.  Remem-
ber the Alamo.
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Bunker Hill Town 
Report

By  Noah Fisher, Bunker Hill

  Day two began like any 
other day with the ritual of air 
horns, whistles, and counselor 
John Michael Hogue’s shouts. 
Campaign day was finally upon 
the Boys’ Staters on Tuesday, June 
3, and no town had more fun on 
the occasion than the boys of Bun-
ker Hill. The town of Bunker Hill 
made every campaigner step into 
the “fish tank” before approach-
ing the whole town congregation. 
After a barrage of questions and 
comments, the real fun began: 
every campaigner that spoke on 
the floor was forced to run up and 
down the halls on all fours barking 
like a dog, as stated in Ordinance 
4: Section 2. Though it was a long 
and hard day, the “Bunker Hill Bros” 
were satisfied with the work they 
had done in the primary elections.

Manila Bay Town 
Report

By   Will Patterson, Manila Bay

 Yesterday, campaigners 
took Manila Bay by storm, but 
found that the citizens of Manila 
Bay weren’t going to let them 
pitch their ideas free of charge.  
Two days ago Manila Bay had ad-
opted an ordinance stating that all 
non-citizens of Manila Bay would 

Bataan Town 
Report

By   Christian Pfeifer, Bataan

 The heat. The torridity. 
The parting of Nationalists and 
Federalists. On day three of Corn-
husker Boys’ State, the boys of 
Bataan were separated into two 
parties. The Federalists were sent 
to the Hamilton Hall Auditorium 
while the Nationalists walked to 
the Richard Hall Auditorium. For 
over two hours the groups had 
disagreed and argued on the bills 
that had been discussed Monday 
night. Not only were the students 
standing up, yelling, and throwing 
their opinions everywhere, they 
also listened to each candidate’s 
testimony as well as their reasons 
for running.
 Soon after, all of the Boys’ 
State delegates went to their hous-
ing floors and begun planning 
their campaigns. For nearly two 
hours the candidates campaigned. 

The speeches were short and the 
traffic in the elevators was chaotic. 
Every town had set requirements 
in order for campaigning to occur 
on their floor. After the hours of 
campaigning from floor to floor, 
elections finally took place.  With 
only a few days left, the “mock gov-
ernment” is coming together bet-
ter than any could have imagined. 
The end is near, but the fight has 
just begun.

either have to outrun the 
fastest runner in Manila 
Bay, pay a fee, or read the 
Pledge of Manila Bay. Today an 
emergency City Council meeting 
was conducted in order to ensure 
that only individuals campaigning 
would be impacted by these laws.  
After the meeting was quickly con-
cluded the campaigners began to 
poor in to face the intense ordi-
nances upheld by the ever vigilant 
citizens of Manila Bay.  With only 
three campaigners successfully 
beating the time of 35.5 seconds, 
Manila Bay gained loyalty through 
pledges and revenue through the 
fees for those who refused.

 5Aaron Davis 
Speech

 Monday night, we were 
privileged to welcome former Uni-
versity of Nebraska football play-
er Aaron Davis to Kimball Hall to 
deliver a speech. He arrived in the 
midst of the group chants creat-
ed by each town from Boys’ and 
Girls’ State. The chants created an 
exciting frenzy inside the building 
when Davis arrived on stage. Davis 
encouraged the towns to continue 
the chants and maintain the crazy 
atmosphere. He even welcomed 
Ben Dush to join him on the stage. 
Ben is a member of Alamo and is 
from Elba, Nebraska, home of the 
Blue Jays. After the exciting chants 
Davis gave a very profound speech 
that described some important 
life lessons. The main topic of the 
speech pertained to being care-
ful about who you have as your 

By Jordan Werth, York Town

friends and also making the right 
choices. He described how he 
quit the football team before the 
1995 season due to some of the 
bad choices he made as a part of 
the peer pressure he was under. I 
learned that I will need to be care-
ful about who I trust so I’m not 
put under any peer pressure. Boys’ 
Staters have learned valuable les-
sons about who to trust and also 
the consequences of falling into 
the wrong crowd. This was a great 
speech that will leave a lasting im-

BOLD While 
Campaigning

By Adrian Silva, Manila Bay

 Delegates running for State 
and County offices campaigned in 
the many Boy’s State towns Tues-
day afternoon. After listening to 
many delegates talk about their 
ideas and plans, these plans and 
ideas started to become repeti-
tive and boring. Those who just 

Nationalists 
Unite!

By Joe Farris, Alamo

 The Nationalists met yes-
terday to discuss the platform with 
which candidates in their party 
would run off of.  The topics, which 
were mostly focused on the legal-
ization of marijuana, were hotly 
debated between active members 
of the party.  In the end, a motion 
was passed to adjourn the meet-
ing because gay marriage frazzled 
the overwhelmingly conservative 
group.  
 

 Marijuana has been a hot 
political topic this year at Boys’ 
State.  This issue is so polarizing 
due to the fact that both sides are 
passionately involved morally.  On 
one side, typically favored by the 
libertarians, proponents of legal-
ized weed assert that the govern-
ment has no place telling its citi-
zens what to put in their bodies.  
Additionally, supporters of legal-
ization see promise in industrial 
hemp for Nebraska’s agricultural 
economy.  
 Opponents of legalization 
feel that marijuana is a gateway 
drug that can lead to the future 
abuse of more serious drugs, such 

as meth or heroine.  Legally speak-
ing, anti-marijuana nationalists 
expressed concerns that legaliz-
ing this one drug would lead to a 
landslide of dangerous substance 
legalization.
 In the end, it was decided 
by a tight standing vote that legal-
izing cannabis should be included 
in the Nationalist platform.  Oppo-
nents of legalization need not fret; 
candidates will have the choice of 
either accepting our rejecting their 
party platforms.  After yesterday’s 
meeting, one thing is for certain: 
the nationalist party is saturat-
ed with motivated, opinionated 
young men.

stated their plans and ideas 
tended to be forgettable, 
because they sounded just like 
the guy next to them. “Pro-Life!” 
“Support the Keystone Pipeline!” 
“Support the troops!” The only 
people who truly stood out were 
the bold ones. These bold dele-
gates did things that made them 
unique. For example, Jeremy Davis 
from York town was playing guitar 
while speaking. A delegate from 
Gettysburg, Isaac Langan, tied a 
bow tie while he spoke. Not only 
is tying a bow tie difficult, he did 
this while giving his spiel. Jackson 
Blalock (goes by Alex) rapped out 
his spiel, making it really entertain-
ing. Doing unique things wasn’t 
the only way delegates stood out. 
Many delegates wore suits and ties 
making them look important and 
sharp. You always listen to a guy 
who’s wearing a suit and tie. Stand-
ing out was basically what made 
people remember you. Even if 
they didn’t remember your name, 
they remembered what you did. 
Actions always speak louder than 
words.
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Run,  Candidates, 
Run!

By Jared Polack, Bunker Hill
 The candidates faced off 
against their counterparts from 
other towns for the first and last 
time on Tuesday morning. If you 
are reading this, chances are you 
already know the results, but let’s 
pretend you don’t for a minute. 
Many candidates from the nation-
alist party promised things such 
as stopping construction of the 
keystone pipeline, supporting gay 
marriage, and running either a 
pro-life or pro-choice campaign. 
Unfortunately for some, they had 
no clue what their job was if elect-
ed. The most obvious example of 
this is when all of the candidates 
for Secretary of State were answer-
ing questions and one brave soul 
stood up and asked the million 
dollar question; what exactly does 
the Secretary of State do? The an-

Mock Congress
By Ceasar Magna Linare, Belleau Wood
 We all picture the current 
Congress of the United States as 
one full of drama, extreme polar-
ization, and unwillingness to work 
with someone across the aisle. 
However, people tend to think 
this can only apply to Senators 
and Representatives who have 
been strong on their core issues 
for many years. One example of 
extreme polarization on a smaller 
scale included the Federalist Plat-
form Convention at CBS 2014. With 
so many people having different 
interpretations of policies, mem-
bers were bound to be flustered to 
some extent. Topics included casi-
no gambling, standardized testing, 
renewable energy, the budget, 
welfare reform, and immigration 
policy. 
 The session opened up 
with an introduction to all the main 
platform topics. The first discussed 
was casino gambling. Proponents 
of casino gambling argued that 
with Iowa and other neighboring 
states allowing casino gambling, 
Nebraska is losing out on millions 
of dollars from some of its own 
people. Colten White, a Gettysburg 
supporter of casino gambling, not-
ed that legalization could allow tax 
revenue to be used on social ser-
vices, thereby attacking the more 
negative side effects of gambling, 
such as alcoholism. Advocates 
against the policy switch stated 
that casino gambling is simply im-
moral.
 The next topic discussed 
was standardized testing and the 
common core. Those in favor of ex-
pansion of the common core said 
that Western Nebraska communi-
ties receive a lower quality of edu-
cation, and that the base limit im-
posed by the common core ought 

to apply to all schools. The policies 
favored a strong focus on English 
and Mathematics subjects.
 The topic of renewable en-
ergy proved to be a rough discus-
sion. Most agreed on the basis of 
environmental protection. Colten 
White, however, declared that the 
private sector can better apply pri-
vate research and innovation to 
the renewable energy sector.
 Welfare reform became a 
very controversial issue. The re-
form consisted majorly on an in-
crease in drug testing, the root of 
the problems the Convention had 
with the platform. Dempsey Tap-
ley of Belleau Wood iterated: “drug 
testing sounds great in theory, 
assuming the welfare recipients 
don’t have kids. The kids are not at 
fault for their parents’ choices.” Ad-
vocates for increased welfare drug 

testing said that abusive re-
cipients undermine the rest 
of America’s hard workers’ 
taxpayer funds.
 Immigration showed the 
most dysfunction in discussion. 
Unclear presentation of the plat-
form led to some speakers on the 
policy to become flustered. Pri-
marily, the Convention did not ac-
knowledge that immigrant powers 
are reserved to the Federal Gov-
ernment, not the State. Immigra-
tion reform, it was decided, should 
include making legal immigration 
easier, at least under the Federalist 
Party.
 Despite the vast amount of 
debate that occurred, the Federal-
ists appear to have a strong belief 
in their policies. Now we look to 
see where the platforms take the 
party against the Nationalists.  

swer from most was not “Sir, I don’t 
know” but rather “They put the seal 
on things.” I’ll leave that there. Oth-
er thoughtful questions included 
one by a horse with a man’s body. 
He asked, “Ney ney ney, ney ney?” 
To which there were various re-
sponses including, “Neeeeyyyyyy” 
and “Moo”. On a more serious note, 
many candidates knew what they 
were talking about and openly 
admitted it if they did not. Ques-
tions for candidates that separated 
the men from the boys were pre-
dicting future issues for Nebras-
ka (Secretary of State), how the 
candidates would deal with their 
personal biases if elected (Audi-
tor), and a question on morals (At-
torney General). Many candidates 
came up with catchy phrases to 
help you remember their name, 
for example, “Remember Ramirez” 
and “My name is Landon Schmitt. 
Vote for me because no one else is 
worth a Schmitt.”
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On the Trail, Into 

the Fire

 By Noah Fisher, Bunker Hill

 Campaign day for every 
floor brought the anticipation to 
put their outrageous ordinances 
into effect. These ordinances in-
formed campaigners what they 
must have completed before 
they were allowed to speak to the 
group. 
 At the town of Bunker Hill, 
campaigners were forced to make 
a choice between two options: 
the campaigner must use various 
sign language as they gave their 
speech, or campaigners had to get 
on all fours and run around the 
halls barking like a dog. The vast 
majority of campaigners took the 
option of getting down on all fours 
to impress the third floor boys of 
Bunker Hill with their barking abil-
ities. Despite this crazy ordinance, 
many campaigners showed up to 
voice their opinion to the Bunker 
Hill citizens. 
 Travelling one floor up to 
the fourth floor, one would find 
the town of Valley Forge. The ordi-
nance of Valley Forge stated that 
anyone who came on the floor 
would have to use the restroom be-
fore giving their campaign speech; 
some campaigners even had to 
give their speech in the bathroom 
from the seat of the toilet. There 
was definitely a catch: the toilets 
that the candidates had to use had 
no seats on them. Truly an odd and 
creative ordinance thought up by 
the Valley Forge City Council. 
 The boys from Yorktown 
got very creative with their or-
dinance. As many Boys’ Staters 

know, the pirate by the name of 
“Red Beard” resides in the town of 
Yorktown, so naturally Red Beard 
made the campaigners “walk the 
plank”. Walking the plank consist-
ed of turning on a cold shower and 
making candidates hop in and hop 
out. Most candidates were in and 
out as quickly as they could be, but 
some brave candidates hopped in 
and stayed in for upwards of 10 
seconds, earning respect and their 
campaign speaking time. 
 In the town of Gettysburg, 
campaigners had to tell jokes to 
the whole town, and the jokes 
had to be worthy to the vast ma-
jority of the citizens. Some candi-
dates were hung up for minutes 
trying to find the joke that would 
grant them the speaking time that 
they so desperately needed. Even 
though it took a while to get their 
time to speak, no candidate was 
turned away from the Gettysburg 
town. 
 Belleau Wood was unlike 
any other town in Harper Hall be-
cause they did not have any or-
dinance for the campaigners to 
follow. Even though they did not 
have ordinances that did not stop 
them from shelling out some of 
the hardest questions for the can-
didates to try and answer. 
 The town of Bataan forced 
the candidates to put their shirts 
on backwards before they present-
ed their speeches. Even though this 
form of ordinance didn’t hinder 
the candidate’s performance, the 
ordinance did make the speeches 
enjoyable for the boys from Bata-
an.
 The boys of Manila Bay cre-
ated the ordinance that the can-
didates either had to swear their 
allegiance by reciting their an-
them, or they had to run two laps 
in the halls in under 35 seconds 

or be forced to pay a $200 
fine. The obvious choice for 
many candidates was to 
swear their allegiance to the town, 
but many campaigners took on 
the two lap challenges. 
 Similarly to Manila Bay, Ala-
mo passed an ordinance that per-
mitted the campaigners to com-
plete two laps before they were 
able to preach to the congregation. 
Many campaigners did not give 
the ordinance a second thought, 

State
Primary Results

Lieutenant Governor
National - Joseph Farris

Federal - Derek Greenwald

Secretary of State
National - Nathan Maginnis

Federal - Travis Hula

State Treasurer 
National - Guma Kuku

Ferderal - Nathan German

State Auditor 
National - Gage Hoegermeyer

Federal - Ryder G.Mays

Attorney General
National - Landon Schmitt
Ferderal - Colton Siebert

Public Service Commissioner
National - Connor Baldwin

National - Alex Blalock
National - Marshall Glock

National - Alex Heinz
National - Austin Stone

Federal - Alex Conley
Federal - Jeremy Davis

Federal - Sam Hunt
Federal - Kellen Korinek
Federal - Matt Rahjens


