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Governor Aguilar: Welcome

Welcome Boys Staters! If you have seen a guy around 
5’7” in height, curly hair, and a red shirt; that is me, 
Ruben Aguilar. After a competitive application pro-
cess, you have been selected to be part of a life chang-
ing program sponsored by the great American Legion. 
I am your current acting Governor and am here to 
serve you. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to ask. Please come up and talk to me-- just 
a simple Hi or a handshake is all I ask for. It will

help me get better acquainted with the type of young 
men here this year, and I can try and help you with 
what tactics worked for me, personal strategies, and 
insider tips as a Cornhusker Boys’ State Alumni. As 
much as it hurts, I look forward to passing down the 
position of Governor to some bright young man at 
the end of the week. There is a lot to be learned, so 
don’t forget to listen, make friends, and respect others 
opinions. Drink lots of water, and have a great week!
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Judicial System Presentation
By: Brent Lucke

 The Judicial Court System of Nebraska 
has a number of admirable traits and special as-
pects that make it worthy of discussion as discov-
ered Monday by attendees of Boys’ State entering 
the old College of Business Administration building. 
These students were taught the basic functions of 
the court system that protects Nebraska’s citizens.
 Steve Gealy, an Attorney, explained his job and 
role as a practitioner of law in Nebraska. As he ex-
plained, learning about the law changes the way you 
solve problems, and is an extremely valuable skill that 
can be applied to everyday life. This lesson, among 
many others, was taught to young Staters in order to 
give them a deeper understanding of the values and 
necessities of their role in the Boys’ State experience. 
 Thomas Bosmeniel recalled from Monday, “...we 
were informed of the layout of the system: County, Dis-
trict, Appeals, and Supreme Court.” This lesson on the
understanding for these young campers of how 
our federal system not only applies to levels of 
executive and legislative power, but also ap-
plies to the judicial branch as well. Going to
further the Boy’s State mission of reveal-
ing the founding principals of our state’s 
government in all areas is a vital process.
 Overall, the consensus of the young men to-
wards the experience was engaging and beneficial to all 
attendees. While judicial topics may be far less polit-
ical than others in nature and more “by the book”, it 
is encouraged that all Staters ask questions about the 
various court systems and continue to soak up as much 
information on the subject as possible. The Courts are, 
indeed, an essential piece of our state’s government.

Leadership Discussion
By: Jon Copley (Manila Bay)

 It was the last thing to do at night, talk about 
what leadership means to everybody. One of our 
counselors asked us the broad question of, “What 
makes a leader a leader?” 
 We then spent the next hour or so just 
discussing everyone’s opinions on the matter. Most 
agreed upon what the last person had said and then 
would add on their own opinions or change around 
previously stated ideas, but with their own twists. 
Then others would respectfully disagree with one 
another and give valid examples of why the previous 
points were actually incorrect.
  Some citizens said that one’s character is 
what makes them a leader. Another opinion stated 
if a person’s passion for something is absolute and 
true, then that person is a leader. The specific exam-
ple for that type of a leader was Adolf Hitler. 
 That example was quickly shot down how-
ever, with a counter-opinion of how if a person in a 
position of authority leads his/her followers astray, 
then that person isn’t even a leader in the first place. 
 Overall, it was a very successful discussion 
for everyone involved and it helped everybody bond 
as a town.

“Presidents come and go, but the Supreme Court 
goes on forever”
    -William Howard Taft



An Update from the Top Floor
By: Will Johnston

After the Boys’ State delegates have settled in, the town of Belleau 
Wood began to compete for elected positions including school board, 
city council, and mayor. To initiate the election process, the town was 
split up into two parties: the Nationalists and the Federalists. 
 After a plethora of introductions and statements from each 
of the candidates featuring creative and memorable slogans, voting 
began. Once all of the ballots were tallied, the citizens gathered back 
together to repeat the process for the general elections before a vote. 
After all ballots were added up, it was determined that Nathan Taylor 
would be the mayor of Belleau Wood. 
 Before long, it was time for the residents of Belleau Wood to 
retire to bed. The next morning, citizens rushed to get ready even if 
it meant waiting in line for a shower. Next, the town initiated a pride 
chant “Top Floor, Top Dog.” After breakout sessions, a drone presen-
tation by Mr. Matt Waite and a satisfying lunch, the residents of Bel-
leau Wood gathered back together which was when the real fun began. 
Arm wrestling and rock-paper-scissors competitions ensued, adding to 
the brotherhood mentality of the town. Although the citizens of Bel-
leau Wood have not known for each other for long, they certainly have 
begun to show connections that will last a lifetime.

Cafeteria Food
By: Presta Sybrent

How well any food tastes depends entirely on how much the chef wishes to do their job. Whether these 
chefs are being compensated for their work or not should be inconsequential because of how important 
their job is to others. Cafeteria food is often considered a controversial topic; a topic that is valued by 
some and disliked by others. In the end, the most important aspect of cafeteria food is how healthy and 
nutritious it is for those consuming it.  
 The meals at Boys’ State range every day from pizza, burgers, and even chicken tenders. How-
ever, the variety is inconsequential because, in the end, all choices will give the nutrition that the 
citizens of Boys’ State need to be healthy throughout the week. The only negative possibility of the 
nutrition of the cafeteria food in relation to the health of the Boys’ State citizens is that certain citizens 
decide to be selective about what they would and would not like to eat. What a person chooses to eat 
and not to eat is their personal business. Regardless, all citizens of Boys’ State will find themselves 
walking many miles this week; these miles add to the necessary exercise regardless of the food con-
sumed. In the end, the citizens of Boys’ State can rest peacefully knowing that an entire staff of well-
trained chefs are here to make their Boys’ State experience as memorable as possible with generous 
buffets three times each day.
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Legislature Opens up to a Quick Start
By: Peter Owens

Today, the Senators elected by their cities met to learn about the pro-
cess of legislative government. Senator Bolz, representing District 29 
in Lincoln, gave a talk about her time in the Legislature and the proce-
dure that the Senators use in the Unicameral. She spoke about topics 
ranging from term limits to tax policy. After her talk there was a long 
period of questions and answers from around the room. Senators from 
every town asked Bolz about her experience with the Teachers Union, 
balancing the budget, and compromising with the other senators. 

 The Cornhusker Boys’ State Legislature convened in the afternoon with the goal of electing their 
officers and establishing a functioning house. The house elected Kevin Owens as the Sergeant-at-arms, 
Blake Riley as Clerk and Leon Linhart as Speaker of the House. Some major points of debate in the of-
ficer elections was over accomplishments, as well as how they would treat the less than serious pieces 
of legislation submitted to the legislature. Currently, there are three different pieces of legislation deal-
ing with fidget spinners alone. It was a popular sentiment among the Senators that they would much 
rather debate the more serious pieces of legislation like tax reform, professional license regulatory 
relief, and gun rights. No matter where the Senators fall on the issues, they all seek to have respectful 
and informative debate to pass quality legislation.

Manila Bay Starts Off Strong
By: Riley Nelson

Manila Bay experienced a successful first two days of the 77th annual Cornhuskers Boys’ State. After 
supper, the Manila Bay boys gathered in the common area for a game of hacky sack. 
 Things took a more structured turn in Manila Bay when city elections commenced. Manila Bay elected 
Jonathan Copley as mayor. 
 The end of city elections also  brought the end of Manila Bay citizens campaigning against one anoth-
er. From here on out, Manila Bay was a team. Manila Bay created a group Snapchat to foster stronger 
bonds between the boys. To show a sense of team spirit, the citizens of Manila Bay brainstormed chants 
they could use on the daily walks to Kimball Hall. Kaleb Kindler was unanimously nominated to be the 
chant leader of Manila Bay and would lead the boys in yelling “Manila Bay, All Day.” 
 After lunch the following day, the Manila Bay boys held an impromptu election. Instead of voting on 
office positions, however, the boys were voting on what song to serenade the Girls Staters since a joint 
session is to be held on Thursday. After some deliberation, “All of Me” by John Legend was chosen.    
 With the issue of what song to sing resolved, the city council met and discussed ordinances to pass for 
Manila Bay. Ordinances that would ban getting dressed in the shower stalls and promote peaceful hall-
ways at night were on the table. All ordinances that were brought up were passed unanimously.
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Gettysburg Addressing Their Experiences
By: Hayden Nelson

For the first day of the Boy’s State convention, 
the town of Gettysburg has had nothing but 
optimistic attitudes and excitement towards the 
program. I haven’t met another group of people 
who have been so excited to be involved in a 
program. The men of Gettysburg are extremely 
vocal and expressive about their viewpoints and 
are open to sharing their opinion. 
 Gettysburg resident Ethan Tylski states 
that “the program is a terrific chance to meet new 
people and learn from peers and leaders alike”. 
While a good portion of the Gettysburg popula-
tion focused on the learning aspects of the con-
vention, others focused on simpler aspects of the 
experience, as Tyler Lechner comments about the 
lunches of Boy’s State, “fuuuuud”. 
 Many in the Gettysburg community are 
getting the experience that they expected. They 
came onto the campus knowing they were here to 
learn about government and areas alike. Howev-
er, that’s not to say that a few curve-balls weren’t 
thrown into the mix. It was unanimous that the 
drones were extremely interesting and surprising, 
and the food certainly came out of left field. John 
Herboldsheimer best summed up the experience, 
“Not what I expected, it was very good.”

School Boards and How They Work
By: Andrew Harrison

School might seem very simple with who makes 
the rules, but it is exceedingly more complex 
than it seems. Maria Herring, the Director of 
Board Leadership of the Nebraska Association 
of School Boards, spoke at Avery Hall to explain 
how complex rules in a school environment are 
created, upheld, and changed. Marcia explained 
that all rules made by the school board have 
to comply with law in their state and country. 
The rules in schools are normally called “Poli-
cies.” These policies are the result of legislation, 
change in law, and events. The Boards don’t 
enforce the policies, but the ones who do are Su-
perintendents and School Administrators (Teach-
ers, Coaches, etc.) All School Boards are open 
to the public because of the Open Meeting Act. 
This means students attending the school can 
speak their own voice on issues that they believe 
is important, or they can sit and listen to the new 
policies being made. After Boys’ State, I highly 
suggest learning more about your home town 
school board.
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Group Photos Finally Finished
By: Walker Stuhr 

This Tuesday morning at Boys State 2017, 
400 attendees waited patiently in three dis-
tinct lines for their group pictures to be taken. 
The boys, sanding in front of the Sheldon Art 
Museum, stood with the sun in their eyes and 
smiles on their faces as the kind photographers 
nitpicked every last strand of hair into place. 
Only after at least 47 photos of each group 
were taken, the attendees were allowed to 
breathe and go on their merry way.
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 It was the last thing to do at night, talk about what leadership means to everybody. One of our coun-
selors asked us the broad question of, “What makes a leader a leader?” We then spent the next hour or so 
just discussing everyone’s opinions on the matter. Most agreed upon what the last person had said and then 
would add on their own opinions or change around previously stated ideas, but with their own twists. Then 
others would respectfully disagree with one another and give valid examples of why the previous points 
were actually incorrect. Some citizens said that one’s character is what makes them a leader. Another opin-
ion stated if a person’s passion for something is absolute and true, then that person is a leader. The specific 
example for that type of a leader was Adolf Hitler. That example was quickly shot down however, with a 
counter-opinion of how if a person in a position of authority leads his/her followers astray, then that person 
isn’t even a leader in the first place. Overall, it was a very successful discussion for everyone involved and it 
helped everybody bond as a town.

Leadership Discussion
By: Jon Copely

The announcement made on the final day in the waning hours of Cornhusker Boys State 2016, declaring 
that I would be attending American Legion Boys Nation this past July remains the most emotional reception 
of news I have ever undergone. I could not comprehend and it boggles my mind to this day that the men 
around me had seen potential that I may not have even known was there. This in and of itself in summation 
truly represents the mission of the Boys State program in aggregate, to water the roots of future leaders so 
that they begin to blossom now. I was and remain so very humbled by the trust and faith placed in me to rep-
resent the state of Nebraska at the national level regardless of how awestruck it left me. 
The composition of Boys Nation is indicative and indeed entirely reflective of the great diversity that this 
country has to offer, and not solely superfluous diversity in terms of demographic groups but more impor-
tantly the diversity of thought that exists from sea to shining sea. Unfortunately, in this day and age diver-
sity is promoted for nearly every aspect of humanity both tangible and metaphysical, that is unless there is 
dissent. In this case, we have seen a cultural regression that punishes diversity of thought and rewards the 
Orwellian ideal of Newspeak.
Boys Nation featured no such illiberal ideals but rather was an open forum for the debate of any and all 
ideas no matter how inflammatory. As the Vice President I presided over a Senate that amongst other things 
reduced taxes, increased oversight of the largest commercial banks, ended the supply of weapons to rebel 
groups affiliated with terrorism and also took steps to free up small business from excessive regulation while 
altering our foreign policy to lessen the collateral damage and ensuing blowback of Obama-Era drone strike 
policies. These efforts represented the beliefs and ideals of a broad coalition of thinkers willing to compro-
mise and debate for the betterment of the ultimate endgame. 
Ultimately, members of Cornhusker Boys State 2017, the choice is yours. I was faced with the very same 
set of options now before you today. You can let this week go by as a fun week filled with friends and food 
paid for by someone else, or you can humbly submit to the responsibility owed by one in whom some are 
investing so very much. Allow no opportunity to pass without attempt and finally do not ever live your life 
wishing you had chosen to take that step forward because although history may repeat itself, that untaken 
step will remain lost forever.

A Week That Shapes a Lifetime
By: Choteau Kammel
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