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2018 Cornhusker Boys’ State Begins

2018 Boys’ State Newsletter Staff
The Bulletin has been the 
newspaper for Cornhusk-
er Boys’ State for over 20 
years! The Bulletin, and its 
staff members, inform those 
attending Boys’ State on the 
daily events each morning. 
Newspaper staff members 
come from each of the eight 
Boys’ State towns, with 
typically 2-4 members from 
each town. To the right is 
the list of the 2018 Newslet-
ter staff.
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Hello all! My name is Riley Knust and, as the serving Governor, it is my pleasure and privi-
lege to welcome you to Cornhusker Boys State 2018. Going into Boys State last year, I didn’t 
really know what to expect. All I knew is that I’d play some sports, maybe run for an office, 
and meet some cool guys. I’m sure many of you are in the same spot. During this week, there 
will be a multitude of opportunities to better yourself while always having fun. The key to 
having a successful and memorable week here at Boys State is to simply get involved. Whether 
that be running for a town position, interviewing for the judicial branch, crafting and debat-
ing bills in the legislature, or maybe even running for Governor; there is a chance for you to 
experience something new, leave your mark, and come home with unique stories. None of 
that is what normal high school seniors do, but I urge you to get involved, you won’t regret it. 
This week you will learn how to be a good citizen, but I believe the greatest thing to take away 
is the connections and friendships you will make. I wish you all the best of luck and I look 
forward to seeeing all your accomplishments!

Congratulations to the 2018 Bulletin 
Executive Staff!
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Bataan, A Wonderland for the Outgoing
By: David O’Connell

Coming from Lincoln, Nebraska, I have grown accus-
tomed to being around a large variety of people, with 
different interests, backgrounds, etc. etc.; however, going 
to Northeast High School, it did not prepare me for what 
I have experienced here so far. The registration was not 
only organized and streamlined, but it was full of some 
of the most polite people I have had the pleasure of 
meeting, with such a surprising concentration of them 
under one roof. Aside from being polite, they were also 
extremely outgoing, each and every one of them excited 
to start talking to someone, anyone, who would listen. 
While every school has their collection of leaders and 
scholars, some more than others, seeing so many in one 
place was quite a surprise, but a welcome one. Specifi-
cally, Bataan has some of the most sincere, intelligent, 
ambitious and outgoing people I have ever seen assem-
bled thus far, with a wide variety of origins that they have 
traveled far and wide from. Even though with such a va-
riety of people, from very different places and with very 
different lives, they have been able to come together like 
they have lived down the street from each other for years. 
I can not speak for any other town, but Bataan certainly 
seems to have developed strong relationships already 
that will be interesting to see where they go.  The future 
is unknown, but what seems to be already set in stone is 
that Bataan will grow unbreakable bonds, maybe even 
stronger than anywhere else.

Taking On Boys’ State
By: Alvin Miller

Early on a Sunday morning in June, young men awaken from all across the state of Nebraska. Some of them 
will drive 15 minutes to downtown Lincoln, while others will journey for several hours. They all have a com-
mon aspiration. They are all headed to Cornhusker Boys’ State; myself included. I wake up at 5:30 a.m. to start 
preparing for the trip ahead. As I drag myself up and out of bed, I begin wondering, “What have you gotten 
yourself into now?” I arrive at the gas station, which is today’s bus stop just before 7 a.m. We depart from 
Valentine and I put my headphones on and get a quick nap in. I know today is going to be a big and bustling 
day. As we approach Lincoln, I begin to sense anticipation in the air around me. Perhaps it was the fact I was 
finally getting off the bus, or maybe it was the realization that I am actually here at Boys’ State. I head to the 
check in where I get a room key, a name tag, and a Bunker Hill t-shirt. I head up to my room. I put my bags on 
my bed and I join the rest of my town. I don’t recognize very many of the faces that I see, but I have a feeling 
that I will by the end of this week. The counselors are very friendly and very helpful from the start. We finish 
our orientation and head over to Kimball hall. The reality finally sinks in as I see all the boys that are here to 
be a part of Cornhusker Boys’ State. As the speakers explain what is going on it finally dawns on me what I 
signed up for. I am about to take part in an elite program that the American Legion puts on annually. I am 
about to take part in a tremendous opportunity, and all I have to do is apply myself in everything I do for the 
week.
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“A Week that Shapes a Lifetime”
By: Jaliya Nagahawatte

“A week that shapes a lifetime.” It is near impossible to say one significant event can change your life. To have the 
audacity to make that claim you need the ability to back that claim up.
 Without a doubt, the staff of Boys’ State believes that they can back that up. Boys’ State is not a normal 
summer camp where you go to relax, but rather one that seeks to build up who you are and your beliefs.
 The moment you receive your letter of acceptance and town assignments that journey begins. Each town 
represents a moment of American history captured in time by Boys’ State. Boys’ Staters are placed into a variety 
of towns: Bunker Hill, Valley Forge, Alamo, Manila Bay, Bataan, Belleau Wood, Gettysburg, and Yorktown. Each 
town represents a moment in American history where a sense of nationalism has persevered. That same sense 
of nationalism Boys’ State attempts to foster in each of its participants. With me, that began the moment I met 
Riley Knust, 2018 Cornhusker Boys’ State Governor. Riley stood on the frontlines of the registration process, not 
afraid and showing his confidence in the ability of Boys’ State to change one’s life. That continues throughout the 
registration process, meeting legionnaire after legionnaire, each having stood up for what they believed in and 
fought to continue that sense of nationalism. The appearance of that confidence is further highlighted when I 
met Connor Flairty head counselor for Manila Bay. You can never question that Connor and the other counsel-
ors of each town do not believe in the organization they are working with. They laugh, they joke around, they are 
strict but underneath that all they care about each and every single Boys’ Stater. 
        At the end of registration, the process of getting to know one and another begins. Personally coming from 
Omaha, I had never met people from cities like Sidney, Nebraska. However, when one attempts to create that 
sense of unity, that Boys’ state does, one must break down the geographical barriers that separate each partic-
ipant. Manila Bay achieved this through the toilet paper icebreaker. The Manila Bay counselors in their ever 
caring sense decided to mess with us and tell us that our one-ply toilet paper would have to last the night till 
the bathrooms were restocked. Only until each town member had taken ample toilet paper did they reveal the 
truth. Unsurprisingly, UNL does stock its bathrooms with toilet paper (that is still one-ply), but also each piece 
of paper we took was the number of things each member of Manila Bay would have to say about themselves. This 
activity truly brought the gravity of the moment to the minds of each Boys’ Stater. Although we are one town, we 
do not have the same experiences or beliefs but that does not mean we cannot be united.
        Finally was the initial meeting. I am not going to say that it was not long or at points boring, because as all 
things that meeting was. However, that does not mean that the meeting itself was not valuable or important. As I 
said earlier, to make the claim that you can change the life of someone you need to back it up. That meeting sets 
the tone for the week that will change your life. With each speaker confidence in this belief is more and more vis-
ible. Knust speaks yet again and with each pause, in his speech, it is visible the clear impact that Boys’ State had 
on him. Michael McClellan, 2018 delegate for Boy’s Nation, gives a poignant speech on how the motto of Boy’s 
state rings true. Co-Chief Counselors Scott Day and Aaron Zabawa act as in-person examples of the fraternity 
that is Boys’ State Alums. With each speaker it is clear, Cornhusker Boys’ State does not believe it will change 
lives, it knows it will change lives, it is just a matter of time when the Staters themselves reach that same under-
standing. 
         As I set forth on this journey I am just as fearful as I am excited about the experience that is about to begin. 
Just like my fellow Boys’ Staters I am ready and looking forward to “a week that shapes a lifetime”


