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Keep an Eye on the Sky
By: Jackson McKenzie

Remote-controlled drones have been the wave to surf for the past couple years, but how 
much do we really know about drones and their regulations? If you are like me, you do 
not know as much as you think. Professor Matt Waite gave a completely entertaining 
presentation on the positives and defining features that drones entail. He talked about 
the dilemmas faced in today’s society and dealing with federal rules to social exceptions. 
Although, with advances in technology, robotic drones can do tasks in record times.
 To start, the sky is the limit! However, according to the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), 400 feet is the limit, adding you MAY NOT fly over crowds of people, sporting 
events or public gatherings. With great power comes great responsibility, as the FAA 
strictly declared an ordinance to register any drone of eight or more ounces with a spe-
cial identification pin number. Soon after, this ordinance was bashed by a district court in 
Washington.
The future will be dependent on this fantastic piece of engineering, whether it is used or 
agriculture, transportation or delivering boxes for high priority packages. Maybe even 
reaching amazing feats, such as traveling cross-country. No matter the good or bad, the 
impact it makes on this world will be extraordinary.
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Importance of Flag Raising
By: Logan Bechner

Every morning we stand at attention, facing the flag 
pole for the Flag Raising Ceremony. This tradition of 
honoring the flag has been a part of this country’s 
history ever since the ceremony was standardized in 
1942. Now, as you are roused from bed early to pre-
pare for this ceremonial event, you may wonder why 
exactly the flag is being hoisted in our presence. The 
Flag Raising ceremony is a tradition for the American 
Legion. It is used to honor the country and all the 
people who have defended it. The flag raising has al-
ways been about honor and dignity, and it represents 
all of the principles in the United States’ military. 
Much like the military, the flag raising is also all about 
procedure and order.  The Flag Raising Ceremony in 
the United States is performed by a flag detail. During 
the ceremony, a bugle or trumpet is played to guide 
the motions of the event. Once the detail reaches the 
pole, they begin to unfold the flag. Members of the 
detail clip the flag to the hoist and slowly raise it to its 
proper place on the pole. Then, they will tie the ropes 
to finish the raising. Once the flag is in the sky, the 
detail marches back, and the ceremony is completed. 
Raising the United States flag is a tradition to show 
honor and respect. It has a meaning which is more 
than simply raising the flag for the day. It is a ceremo-
ny meant for remembrance of those who came before 
us. Those who fought battles for the United States. 
While watching the flag raising, remember its true 
meaning.

Weather
By: Jason Gonzalez

The weather forecast for the week here at Boys’ 
State: Today’s Forecast is sunny skies with a high 
of 93 and winds at 10 to 15 mph. Wednesday will 
be mostly sunny with some clouds with a high of 
96 with winds up to 15 mph. On Thursday, there 
will be scattered thunderstorms with a high 
of 90 so make sure you dress for the weather. 
Friday will be partly cloudy with a high of 94. On 
Saturday it will be mostly sunny with a high of 
94. Remember to stay hydrated throughout the 
week!

Political Action Committees
By: Hunter Swanson

Political Action Committees are essential to the 
election process of Boy’s State, as well as to elec-
tions in real life. These committees are formed 
in order to publicize issues that members of the 
committee are passionate about. Such issues 
include abortion, firearm use, medical care, 
agriculture, and more. PAC’s were created in 
1944 when Congress of Industrial Organizations 
(CIO) formed the first one to raise money for the 
re-election of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
The PAC’s funds came from generous donations 
from union members instead of official treasur-
ies. This ensured that the Smith Connally Act was 
not violated. This legislation made it illegal for 
federal organizations to contribute to a candi-
date’s campaign.
These committees are essential to elections, 
because they can choose to endorse a citizen 
running for a political office. Payments can also 
be made to support a certain candidate or party. 
Funds can go towards advertising in order to fur-
ther publicize the candidate that the committee 
would like to win.
PAC’s add the elements of teamwork and strate-
gy to the electoral system in Boy’s State. Candi-
dates running for governor or other state posi-
tions should heavily consider partnering certain 
PAC’s. They could very well be the difference 
between a yes or no vote.
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School Board and Their Policies
By: Michael Steele

Marcia Herring travels all over the state of Nebraska to 
help school boards with their procedures and policies. 
What made up the main topic of her speech to the Boys’ 
Staters was one word: policies. As she explained it, the 
school board makes up policies in which schools must 
abide by. She then asked about specific examples from 
the students, in which some responded with talking 
about suspensions, training teachers in risky situations 
and punishments of drug testing. Some of the policies 
that she went through with the campers were dealing 
with academic eligibility and drug testing. Many of the 
participating delegates responded with how to handle 
positive drug tests, many offering the idea of treatment 
and help rather than outright punishment. In some 
questions afterward on the subject, Herring responded 
by saying how she would want for it to be a require-
ment for all school districts and students to participate 
in random drug testing. 

State Court System and How it Works
By: Ryan Wall

 Steve Gealy, the speaker for the session “State Court System and How it Works”, was unable to 
make it today. In his place three counselors, all of whom served on the Boys’ State Supreme Court when 
they were here as attendees, took the opportunity to discuss both how the court system will work at 
Boys’ State and what to do if you want to hold one of the Judiciary positions. 
 The Supreme Court of Boys’ State is comprised of six associate justices and one chief justice. 
One important thing to know if you are choosing to run for one of these positions is that the associate 
justices run separately from the chief justice. Matt Wagner, the head counselor of Alamo town and pre-
vious Chief Justice, said “Generally around sixteen boys run for the six associate justice positions, and 
six boys run for the chief position”. A crucial concept to keep in mind is that the judges are supposed 
to be non-partisan. All three speakers emphasized that maintaining a level head and stressing that you 
will make a decision based on the facts and not your personal opinion is vital to being selected for a 
judicial position. The final word on who becomes one of the next set of Boys’ State Supreme Court jus-
tices belongs to our current governor, Riley Knust. When interviewing with him, those who are running 
should be prepared to offer a general knowledge of cases and both the state and national Supreme 
Courts. In general, to be elected a Boys’ Stater should have a well-rounded knowledge of the courts and 
law in general.
 After the presentation concluded, Connor Flarity, the lead presenter and a counselor for Ma-
nila Bay, was interviewed for any thoughts he had on the condition of Boys’ State. Concerning those 
who are reluctant to apply for judicial positions, he said “Go for it! Take advantage of this week. If you 
have any passion for law you will find out something new. You are guaranteed to have a position, and 
I highly recommend trying it”. Mr. Flarity benefited enormously from the experience he had. He admit-
ted that prior to coming to Boys’ State, he didn’t know anything about law. During his time as a justice 
on the Boys’ State Supreme Court, he became fascinated with law. He is currently studying for the LSAT, 
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Belleau Wood Town Report

After a delicious lunch in the UNL cafeteria Monday afternoon, the boys of the town Belleau Wood con-
vened in the common room for a brief rundown of the day’s remaining activities. After a large number 
of candidates left to attend the meeting for the PAC program, the first official city council meeting took 
place. The town’s newly inducted mayor 
Mclean Witte met with the City Coun-
cil. City scribe Coden Prokopec read off 
several formally submitted city ordinanc-
es and a great many others were offered 
by the good citizens of Belleau Wood.  A 
very brief discussion was held concerning 
mandates outlining proper bathroom and 
music usage; a five minute debate occurred 
over personal hygiene, and a thirty minute 
debate took place over the number of pet 
chickens one can lawfully possess within 
city limits. A successful meeting of the 
school board was also conducted Monday afternoon. The members assisted in the founding of two high 
schools, two junior high schools, and six elementary schools. After the school board meeting came to a 
close, the students departed to their respective activities. 

Judicial Session
By: Ryan Lairmore

Two Judicial Sessions, conducted by 
three senior councilors (all of which 
previously held supreme court justice 
positions), went smoothly and included 
some good jokes from time to time. 
During the morning session, the speak-
er was unable to attend for reasons 
unknown, but three councilors pulled 
off a successful and insightful question 
and answer session too fill the time. 
Later in the day, the official Judicial 
session about plea deals was held. They 
separated everyone into four groups 
and assigned three defendants and 
one prosecutor to each of those four. 
The defendants goal was to convince 
the prosecutor to lower their original 
prison sentence for the assigned client. 
Discussion and debate began; when 
the session concluded, a final group 
comparison was conducted, and the 
defense was successful. 
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The newly elected mayor of Yorktown, Walter Fitzsim-
mons, has not yet taken a political stance, but says that 
his stance will reflect “whatever the majority of the 
people of Yorktown favor.” He says that he came to Boys’ 
State to have an experience of a lifetime and hopes that 
the same will be true for other staters. An interesting fact 
about Fitzsimmons is that his favorite movies are the 
Indiana Jones trilogy. His experience thus far has been 
great, and he is looking forward to the next five days.

Yorktown Mayor Interview
By Clarence Schuler

Kate Bolz State Legislator Speaks at Boy’s State
By David O’Connell
The main purpose of Boys’ State is for young men to learn about how the government works in the state 
of Nebraska. This idea finally started to appear early on the first morning in the weekly schedule when 
guest speaker Kate Bolz, representing the 29th district in the State Legislator, talked to a smaller division 
of boys elected to the State Legislator for the Boys’ State program. Her presentation consisted of how she 
first began her career in government and how the unique system of a Unicameral Legislator in Nebraska 
works. When Bolz first started to run as the District Legislator, she undertook lots of door knocking to 
reach out to voters, but because Nebraska has a Unicameral Legislature, she did not feel obliged to men-
tion her political party when campaigning. “I felt compelled that my talents would serve the citizens,” Bolz 
said. Bolz had past experience in organizations involved with Down Syndrome and children’s Medicare 
funding and used her experience to entice voters.Moreover, Bolz declared that she is a registered Dem-
ocrat, but said that it did not matter in the capitol because it is a non-partisan legislator and that there is 
no majority or minority leader. In addition, she stated that there is no caucus for legislators running. She 
further explained that the people of Nebraska act as the second house to the Unicameral Legislator by 
having citizens voice their concerns to senators. Because in a bicameral legislator, both houses have to 
approve a bill in order for it to be passed, and in Nebraska’s case, the people can voice their approval to a 
bill. 

Valley Forge Town Report
By Joshua Wiemers

Events are already moving fast in Val-
ley Forge.  In a slim victory of just five 
votes, Turner Linafelter was elected 
mayor of Valley Forge.  This looks to be 
a minor victory for the Federalist side 
of the city.  The race for city commis-
sioner went to Ryan with his successful 
“Save Ryan” campaign.  His intentions 
were mostly based around gaining any 
leadership position so that he could 
get out of being grounded for one 
month by his parents. The other city 
councilmen and school board mem-
bers also received their positions after 
some lightly contested polls. The city 
representatives were met with cheers 
in Valley Forge as Avery Watts was 
elected Speaker of the House. These 
are just a slew of victories, and more 
are expected to come.
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The race for the city of Alamo’s Mayor was a 
lively one. After the brief campaign speeches, 
the energetic crowds and the dubious ques-
tions, a tough decision had to be made by the 
citizens. Congratulations to Sam Rice on your 
election to mayor. Rice chose to run for mayor 
so that a voice will be given to those who are 
too modest to use their own. As he said in an 
interview, “I’ll represent you--the people--as 
mayor, upholding the values of Alamo.”

Tyler Henningsen is now the mayor of Get-
tysburg! The election process itself was fairly 
long, but it all worked out. In an interview, 
Tyler said that he was excited. He also said 
he has faith in Gettysburg. In the upcoming 
weeks, he is planning on running for gover-
nor of Boys’ State! The town of Gettysburg 
looks forward to his actions in the future.

Alamo Mayor Interview 
By Michael Steele

Gettysburg Mayor Interview 
By Andrew Atkins

Alamo Town Report
By Nathan Seberger

The past day at Alamo has been ex-
tremely entertaining and action packed. 
Whether it is listening to speakers, in-
teracting with fellow town mates at the 
dinner hall, Alamo is alive and thriving. 
Alamo has elected Samuel Rice as town 
mayor. They have also elected and John 
Emanuel,  Garrett KlippIsaac, McCoySolo-
mon, and PeitzSamuel Schendt into their 
school board. Also, they have appointed 
Kameron Dickson, Ethan Forcade, Cole 
Johnson, Nathaniel Wieseler, and Tristan 
Colford into their city council. Christo-
pher Lin, Michael Kelly, Xander Schmit, 
Michael Steele, Ian Anderson, and Jacob 
Drake have been elected to the legis-
lature. Congratulations to all elected 
officials, and good luck to everyone in 
the upcoming elections!
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Town Fellowship at Yorktown
By: Christian Dames 

Last night, Yorktown started off divided as candidates from the Nationalist and Federalist parties cam-
paigned for their town offices. However, the night ended with all of Yorktown coming together for a 
riveting discussion about leadership.
During the discussion, the citizens of Yorktown discussed what constitutes a great leader. They also 
discussed what different leadership styles are like and which one is the best. However, by the end of the 
discussion, everyone agreed that a great leader needs to utilize all methods of leadership, depending on 
the situation they may be in.
It was amazing to see these people, who had never met before, come together and participate in a dis-
cussion full of different opinions. The fact that everyone felt comfortable sharing their opinions with one 
another shows the type of relationships one can expect to find at Boys’ State.
While the elections in Yorktown may have been an exciting experience for the boys involved, one of the 
truly special events that were witnessed the first night of Boys’ State was the discussion about leader-
ship at the end of the day.

The Smell of Democracy
By: Ryan Secord

Sunday night was an exciting time for every town in Boys’ State: it was when we voted candidates into 
town offices. The night started with everyone gathered in the commons, chatting amongst themselves. 
Those who were running for an office were anxious, and those who were only sitting back were excited. 
The Nationalists of Bataan were gathered into what would soon become something akin to a swamp. 
The minor positions were pushed through without much fanfare, but just like both the temperature and 
smell, anticipation was rising for the Mayor nominee of our party. Jackson McFadden was the young 
man that we had put our hopes and dreams into to bring us victory. After our party nominations, we 
went back into the commons - the room that would become the battleground. Those who won were an-
nounced, eliciting cheers and compliments from both parties. The cheers for McFadden, our new mayor, 
were full of excitement and genuine happiness.
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Manilla Bay Town Report
by: Alec Johnson

On the first day of Boys’ State, the young 
men of Manila Bay were unaware of what to 
expect; however, their experience has been 
phenomenal. After attending the opening 
lecture, Manila Bay elected its town officials. 
During the beginning of the second day, Ma-
nila Bay split into groups according to specific 
interests to attend other political lectures. 
After this, all towns of Boys’ State attended 
another lecture by a Journalism professor of 
UNL about the use of drones and how they 
can conflict with the First Amendment, which 
was a very “uplifting” experience.

Caleb Hendrickson Wins Mayoral Election for Ma-
nila Bay
By: Jaliya Nagahawatte

“I will unite this town.” Those were the first words spo-
ken by mayoral candidate Caleb Hendrickson. Hen-
drickson exuded confidence with his actions and his 
voice. After the election, I sat down with Hendrickson 
to discuss his run for Manila Bay mayor. Hendrickson 
is from a small town known as Shickley, with only 345 
residents. However, Hendrickson does not let his back-
ground hold him back. Hendrickson has already passed 
an ordinance making sure all NBA finals games will be 
played during town meetings. Asked about his prefer-
ence on the Warriors or Cavaliers, he responded that 
he, “[has] great respect for Lebron, but the Warriors just 
take basketball to another level.” Soon, Hendrickson 
hopes to make helpful ordinances, and in the long run, 
return the Manila Bay dominance back to Boys’ State. 
It seems as if Hendrickson is on the right path on the 
quest to unite Manila Bay.

Corrections
By: The Bulletin Staff

We printed in the last issue of the Bulletin, 
Volume 21 Issue 1, that the Article “Bataan, A 
Wonderland for the Outgoing” was written by 
David O’Connell. However, the article was ac-
tually written by Ryan Secord. We appologize 
to Ryan for this error. 


