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By: Ryan Wall

 Early this morning, Governor Riley Knust gave some tips for anyone wanting to run for Governor of 
Boys’ State.
	 For	anyone	running	for	office,	Mr.	Knust	advised	that	the	primary	is	drastically	different	from	the	final	
election.	He	said	that	in	the	primary,	it	was	more	important	to	be	relatable	and	memorable	than	to	have	a	devel-
oped	policy.	He	stressed	that	going	for	the	voters	that	are	not	committed	to	a	candidate	from	their	own	town	is	
of	paramount	importance.	Creating	a	slogan	that	is	memorable	is	one	of	the	most	straightforward	ways	to	get	
those	votes	in	the	short	time	candidates	have	to	connect	with	voters.	In	his	election,	there	was	a	town	that	did	
not	have	a	candidate	for	governor.	Mr.	Knust	focused	most	of	his	campaign	towards	the	individuals	from	that	
town	because	most	towns	vote	for	the	candidate	from	their	own	town	generally.	As	a	result,	he	was	able	to	win	
the	primary	and	move	on	to	the	general	election.
	 If	a	candidate	makes	it	to	the	general	election,	then	having	a	developed	stance	on	issues	becomes	equally	
important	as	being	relatable.	In	the	end,	he	said,	“convey	your	views	respectfully,	and	just	be	yourself”.	As	far	
as	party	platforms	are	concerned,	Mr.	Knust	admitted	that	he	did	not	follow	his	party’s	platform	at	all!	He	in-
stead	ran	for	office	on	his	personal	beliefs	but	moderated	any	extreme	views	to	attract	more	voters,	as	the	Boys’	
State	voting	body	comes	from	a	wide	range	of	backgrounds.	Knowing	your	policy	and	being	prepared	to	defend	
it	will	be	a	necessity	for	the	general	election.	One	point	Mr.	Knust	stressed	was	that	appearing	nervous	during	
a	debate	can	be	a	definite	campaign	killer,	but	that	if	you	know	your	material	and	prepare	well,	you	should	be	
alright
	 In	conclusion,	Governor	Knust	advised	that	all	Boys’	Staters	just	take	the	experience	in	as	much	as	they	
can.	He	said	that	the	last	year	has	been	a	great	experience,	and	that	he	looks	forward	to	the	rest	of	the	events	of	
the	week.	For	any	candidates	running	for	any	office,	he	advised,	“take	it	all	in.	It	isn’t	about	winning,	it’s	about	
the	journey”.

Learning from Knust is a Must
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Camp Counselors Interview
By: Hayden Hoos

	 The	first	question	was,	“what’s	your	favorite	part	of	Boys’	State?”	Nathan	Weidner,	a	counselor,	replied,	
“seeing	400	boys	come	on	Sunday	as	individuals	but	leave	as	close	friends	and	family.”	John	Willey	answered,	
“interacting	with	campers,	counselors,	and	staff.	Seeing	the	new	and	old	faces.”
	 The	next	question	was,	“how	has	Boys’	State	changed?”	Nathan	Weidner	said,	“it’s	different	being	a	
counselor.	As	a	Boys’	Stater	last	year,	I	was	trying	to	become	a	leader.	As	a	counselor,	I	am	out	in	front	leading	
all	the	time.”	Micah	Wilson	concluded,	“I	see	more	behind	the	scenes	work,	like	longer	days,	more	manage-
ment,	and	counting	ballots.	With	all	of	this,	I	have	to	know	my	stuff	a	lot	better.”
	 The	final	question	was,	“what	advice	would	you	give	about	Boys’	State?”	Nathan	Weidner	said,	“get	out	
of	your	comfort	zone,	and	try	new	things.	Set	aside	your	ego,	and	just	have	fun.”	Micah	Wilson	replied,	“if	you	
have	something	you	want	to	do,	do	it.	You’re	with	some	of	the	greatest	boys	in	Nebraska,	so	have	fun,	and	get	
to	know	the	best	of	the	state.	Get	out	there.”

Keeping 400 Kids in One Piece
By: Coden Pokopec

With	all	of	the	fun	and	new	things	that	have	been	experienced	at	
Boys’	State	so	far,	few	have	taken	time	to	consider	some	of	the	
work	that	goes	on	behind	the	scenes	in	the	program.	One	vital	
member	of	the	staff	is	Bill	Montz,	Chief	Medical	Officer.	In	an	
interview,	Mr.	Montz	was	happy	to	report	that	so	far	no	major	in-
juries	have	been	reported.	Mr.	Montz	generally	deals	with	sprains,	
strains,	cuts,	and	bruises.	Most	of	these	injuries	seem	to	somehow	
mysteriously	coincide	with	the	4	o’clock	sports	practice...	Despite	
the	obvious	injuries	he	must	attend	to,	Mr.	Montz	was	concerned	
about	one	health	issue	enough	to	personally	request	its	presence	
in	this	article.	With	temperatures	pushing	90	degrees	Fahrenheit,	
it	is	essential	to	stay	hydrated	throughout	the	day.	Mr.	Montz	
recommends	drinking	one	liter	of	water	every	2	hours,	even	if	
you	are	not	thirsty.	To	those	reading	this	and	groaning	with	thinly	
veiled	annoyance,	Mr.	Montz	leaves	these	words:	“Our	goal	is	
for	everybody	to	have	a	safe	and	fun	stay	at	Boys’	State.”	So,	in	
words	of	our	Chief	Medical	Officer,	“Hydrate	or	Die!”

All That and a Bag of Chips
By: Ryan Secord

Watching	Dr.	Jo	Anne’s	keynote	speech	was	
an	amazing	experience.	It	was	an	engaging,	
entertaining,	enlightening,	and	enjoyable	
event	to	sit	through.	The	night	started	out	
uncertain	and	with	a	couple	of	guys	from	
Bataan	not	knowing	what	to	expect.	How-
ever,	by	the	end	of	the	lecture,	they	were	all	
surprised	and	had	joined	the	crowds	during	
the	standing	ovations.	Everyone	took	some-
thing	away	from	it.	Remember	that	energy	
and	a	good	attitude	every	morning	can	fuel	
you	and	lead	you	to	do	great	things.
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Boy’s Nation
By: Clarence Schuler

 Last year’s Cornhusker Boys’ State delegate, Michael McClellan, was chosen as one of the two 
delegates from Nebraska to attend Boys’ Nation. On his path to Boys’ Nation, he went through trials and 
tribulations at Cornhusker Boys’ State that ended in him proving himself worthy of Boys’ Nation. “There is 
no set path,” McClellan says. There is more than one way to make it to Boys’ Nation. One doesn’t have to 
win very many elections or be governor to get there, but McClellan thinks that what helped him get to the 
nation’s capital was a full immersion into the activities of Boys’ State. “Passion and drive were also a big 
part of my success,” he says.
 At Boys’ Nation, McClellan experienced a community much like that of Boys’ State. He says he 
came away from the experience with more knowledge and legislative experience, and he developed long 
lasting relationships with the other delegates. Boys’ Nation gave a new kind of family to Michael McClel-
lan: a brotherhood.

A Bite Out of Dining
By Joshua Hutchinson

	 Anyone	that	has	cooked	at	home	knows	that	making	food	is	difficult.	The	only	thing	harder	is	making	
food someone wants to eat! One of the services provided to the members of Boys’ State lies in UNL’s dining 
halls. A breakfast of traditional pancakes, eggs, and sausage is very enjoyable.  From a subway style sand-
wich bar to a pizza station, our lunch and dinner options are far from limited. Who could ignore the desserts 
and unlimited ice cream to top off an exhausting and exciting day? For all the effort and care given to the 
Staters, please thank the cooks who start early and work late to make the food that we eat.

The Taste Of Boy’s State
By: Nathan Seberger

 Everybody has different taste preferences about their food. Here at Boys’ State, there are many dif-
ferent choices of food; all bases are covered. Today for lunch, after our exhilarating party conferences, we 
enjoyed popcorn chicken with a mixture of fruits. There were also many dessert options! Speaking with oth-
er Staters, their views ranged from enjoying their food to disliking certain items. Even with some repetitive 
items, the UNL kitchen staff promises to keep us on our feet by creating meals to expand our pallets. They 
have been doing a tremendous job!
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Boys Staters File for Office
By: Christian Dames

On Monday night, the Boys’ Staters had 
the opportunity to file for a county or state 
office for the upcoming primaries that 
take place on Tuesday.

Each county was split into separate lo-
cations to help keep separation between 
political parties. Rohan County was set 
up at the Harper first floor lobby, while 
Costello County convened at Harper first 
floor lounge.

Election commissioners from each town 
were sent to help with the filing process. 
They helped organize by taking applica-
tions from candidates. 

Overall, the filing process ran fairly 
smoothly, and now the many candidates 
who applied for an office await election 
results.

The Highlight of the Second Day
By: Garrison Mendlik

The highlight of the second day of Boys’ State was the commencement of the sports compe-
titions. The sports competitions add another layer of competition to Boys’ State, and many 
of the towns are ready to show their athletic skills to other towns. The Bataan delegates 
who participated in softball, football, basketball, and volleyball rallied behind each other to 
bring home four wins and no losses; the excitement within Bataan was overwhelming. Many 

of the towns are comparitively weary, 
but coming off their wins, Bataan is 
gaining a full head of steam and look-
ing forward to the coming days. It will 
be exciting to see what will become of 
Bataan in the next few days.
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Party Platform Set for Federalists
By: Logan Becher

 For the party platform meetings, the 
towns set their differences aside and met to 
collectively discuss issues. When the Federalist 
members walked into Bessey Hall, chairman 
Zach Chromy of Yorktown began the meeting. 
Federalist members were actively engaged 
in discussion on some hot topics, including 
the 2nd Amendment, immigration policies, 
the legalization of medical marijuana, tax cut 
propositions, protection in schools, renewable 
energy sources, and higher education in Ne-
braska. These policies were debated and agreed 
upon by the members of the Federalist Party 
and were later used by those running for office 
as they took a stance on major political issues. 
Seeking support in other Boys’ State towns, 
Federalist candidates articulated these positions 
as they campaigned for their desired position.

Nationalist Position Strong
By: Ryan Lairmore

 The Nationalist Platform meeting stat-
ed off with the party chairmen and secretary 
introducing each other and briefly going over 
Platform Meeting procedure. The first topic 
covered was the planks of the party--the main 
ideals. Examples included their stance on 
taxes, renewable energy, marijuana use, and 
other hard hitting topics. The most fascinating 
parts of establishing the party planks were 
the debate and discussion that were held. At 
times, they became a little heated but always 
very passionate. They then moved to intro-
ducing the candidates from Auditor to Lt. 
Governor. All positions had six or more can-
didates, which concluded with a question and 
answer session for the candidates. Once all 
the debates and introductions finished, they 
ended with a quick summary of the meeting.

Speculations on Showers
By: Joshua Hutchinson

 If one asks a Boys’ 
Stater what their biggest 
issues are, they are bound to 
give different answers: The 
walks are too long; there is 
not enough time to spend with 
the Girls Staters; and several 
other grievances. However, the 
most common answer is that 
the showers are the biggest 
problem. Predictions show that 
rules and regulations about 
shower use will be a hot--rath-
er steamy--topic for each floor. 
From strict limits on time spent 
bathing to more “interesting” 
ideas about making the show-
ers spray Mountain Dew™, 
everyone has some perspective 
on the current shower situ-

GUN BROS 4.0
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 In Order to “Sail” You Must Fail 
 By: David O

 Boys all across the state of Nebraska come 
together for Boys’ State because of their qualifi-
cations as leaders. Some of those accolades are 
accomplishments that delegates made in the course 
of their high school career, but what about their 
failures? 
 On Monday night, the young men gath-
ered in their respective towns and discussed their 
failures in life and how past defeats can help them 
improve in the future. Conversations like these are 
effective in several ways: Any young man who 
is struggling with failures currently can receive 
advice from his fellow peers. A Stater that I spoke 
to said that he had been struggling with his recent 
lower-than-expected ACT score. However, he was 
reassured when one of my counselors said that the 
ACT is not an accurate reflection of the holistic 
intelligence required to become corporate leaders, 
entrepreneurs, public speakers, or teachers. Most 
agreed that they wished there were more organiza-
tions like Boys’ State that would host students to 
discuss their setbacks in life.

Discussions of Next Generation of Leaders 
By: Michael Steele

By now, all Staters have taken part in the leadership discussions and have 
talked about what constitutes good leaders or how failures shape leaders. 
However, how do leadership discussions such as these take form? In an 
interview with Karl Ingram, who started the program three years ago, it 
began with one question to his town: Is the United States the greatest coun-
try? During that year, the discussions about this got so involved that other 
towns would show up to watch them. Now, after evolving to have separate 
questions and topics, the goal is to grow ever closer and to attempt to get past 
differences in opinions. Ingram said that he wants to see young men be able 
to talk about different ideas but still walk away as friends.

No Place Like Home
By: Ethan Reiman

 Sunday night was the first night 
many slept in a college dorm room or 
anywhere that was not their own room or 
a hotel. What did people think of the ex-
perience? For many, it was just fine. They 
fell asleep and did not wake up throughout 
the night. For some, it was a nice change 
from where they were sleeping earlier this 
summer. There were a few complaints about 
the pillows being uncomfortable and the 
bed being hard, but others really liked the 
firm mattress and prefer a harder surface to 
sleep on. It sounds like the only problems 
with sleeping through the night came from 
roommates staying up and playing music, 
or people coming in to have conversations 
when people were trying to sleep. No one, 
however, seemed too upset when everyone 
finally got to sleep.
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Bataan: A Center of Success
By: Hunter Swanson

Boys’ State surely has not seen a town as enthusiastic or as influential as Bataan. Morale is at an all time 
high within Bataan, and we have had many of our members opt to run in the elections for various county 
and state positions. Our group’s bond grows every day, and it really shows in our leadership discussions.  
As for our activities, elections have been the primary focus. Members ran for Lieutenant Governor, Sec-
retary of State, Treasurer, Attorney General, and various county positions. Some are also planning to run 
for the courts and for Governor. Holistically, the boys have a bolstered sense of confidence through their 
town membership, and this is what drives them to continue running.

Belleau Town Report
By: Patrick Bukowski

During the first full day of Boys’ State, the Belleau Wood town had a great amount of excitement. The 
first matter of business of that day started with the creation of new city ordinances. A few of the ordinanc-
es that were discussed and voted on affected the floor directly, including restroom regulations, bare feet 
restrictions, and mandatory personal hygiene. All of these ordinances were passed with no objections. 
Finally at the end of the night, the mayor of Belleau Wood, Mclean Witte, announced that he would run 
for Governor.

Manila Bay Town Report
By: Alec johnson

On Monday evening, the citizens of Manila Bay attended a lecture given by Dr. Joanne Owens-Nauslar. 
Each of the Staters were stunned by her enthusiastic message and upbeat attitude. On Tuesday morning, 
the political campaigns began, and many candidates visited Manila Bay. The citizens of Manila Bay 
also attended the voting session to voice their support for their favorite candidates.

Monday for the Bunker Boys
By: Alvin Miller

Monday proved to be a busy one for the boys from Bunker Hill. The Bunker boys started the day by 
breaking off into groups based on their individual interests. Some attended the legislative session, at-
tended others attended the PAC meeting or the judicial session. These sessions covered how each branch 
of government and the positions within the branches work. The Bunker Boys then attended an assembly 
where Matthew Waite gave a lecture entitled “The Trouble with Flying Robots” in a very interesting 
presentation on drone technology. After lunch, they returned to their branch sessions. Legislature, the City 
Council, courts, PAC’s, and school boards all held sessions. After activities took place, the Bunker Boys 
marched to Kimball Hall, where the Boys’ and Girls’ Staters gathered to hear Dr. Joanne Owens-Nauslar 
teach about how to be “all that and a bag of chips.” The counselors ended the night with a discussion on 
failure and how we can use failure as motivation. It will be exciting to see how the rest o the week goes 
for Bunker Hill.
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Alamo: The Lows and the Spectacle
By: Ryan Wall

Alamo has had an interesting run of events recently. Town Mayor Samuel Rice was unavailable for the na-
tionalist party meeting today, and sources say that he was spotted in the Sickbay. The Alamo sports team did 
not fare much better than the Texans at the Battle of the Alamo, going 0-4 their first day. Clayton Haggard 
sustained an ankle injury at the basketball game, and was transported to the Sickbay. In the state elections, 
Alamo’s nominee for Attorney General, Xander Schmidt, shocked the audience at the Federalist meeting 
with his unorthodox sunglasses and a comedic lack of any campaign promises. As candidates for various 
elections passed through the Alamo lobby, another novel persona appeared in the form of Stealth Reeves--
not from Alamo--who entered in dramatic fashion with a jump and somersault, clad in a piece of cloth used 
as a ninja mask.

Gettysburg Town Report
By: Andrew Atkins

Monday was an exciting day for Gettysburg. The main accomplishment for Gettysburg was that they suc-
cessfully came up with a chant. The chant itself is led by the mayor of Gettysburg, Tyler Henningsen. Fol-
lowing the creation of a chant, Gettysburg, at least on the Federalist side, voiced concerns about fair access 
to the process. Rounding out the night, the Gettysburg leadership discussion went very well. The mayor of 
Gettysburg has also announced his intention to campaign for governor of Boys’ State, and all of Gettysburg 
backed him up. It is going to be interesting in the upcoming days leading up to the election of the governor.

Bathroom Crisis on Floor 5!!
By: Jason Gonzalez

Yorktown is quickly creating many city ordinances. One main focus of one of the City Ordinances was the 
bathrooms. City Ordinance 501 states the following: “When you do use the bathroom, going number one is 
done on the left stalls and number two on the right. With that, getting number one on the toilet seat is a crime 
and will be punished with 20 push-ups and a public apology.” Yorktown is also hoping to add a couple of 
ordinances to keep order on the floor. Keep watching for more news about Yorktown’s city ordinances.

Forging a Path Forward
By: Joshua Wiemers

Yesterday was a day of change in Valley Forge. This was the first full day that the new ordinances were in 
effect. Some of the most important involved the criminalization of cocaine, banning of profanity in chants, 
and the banning of counselors waking citizens up between 11pm and 7am. Sports has become a centerpiece 
in the community with a 3-1 victory over Bunker Hill. Many of the candidates from Valley Forge are confi-
dent in their chances for the Tuesday Primaries. Sebastian said that his empowering campaign slogan, “great-
ness every day,” will win undecided voters in the race for Lt. Governor. Turner Linafelter also started his 
campaign for the office of Governor. Turner feels that his chances are favorable. When asked what makes his 
town special, he said that being open and honest comrades makes Valley Forge strong.
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2018 CORNHUSKER BOYS’ STATE
RESULTS OF PRIMARY ELECTION STATE TICKET

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
National....................................................................................................................................Sebastian Boelhower
Federal.........................................................................................................................................Caleb Hendrickson

SECRETARY OF STATE
National...........................................................................................................................................Michael P. Kelly
Federal...........................................................................................................................................Christopher J. Lin

STATE TREASURER
National................................................................................................................................................Isaac Verzani
Federal..............................................................................................................................................Dylan Frederick

STATE AUDITOR
National...............................................................................................................................................Christian Yaw
Federal.................................................................................................................................................Trenton Theis

ATTORNEY GENERAL
National....................................................................................................................................................Cole Belitz
Federal................................................................................................................................................Xander Schmit

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER
National.....................................................................................................................................Creighton Nicmeyer
National...................................................................................................................................................Ryan Mack
National................................................................................................................................................Jacob Borgelt
National................................................................................................................................................Colten Storer
National..............................................................................................................................................Solomon Peitz
Federal..........................................................................................................................................Kameron Dickson
Federal..................................................................................................................................................Glenn Meyer
Federal.........................................................................................................................................Matthew Glissman
Federal...................................................................................................................................................Weston Waiz
Federal..................................................................................................................................................Austin Peters


