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Governor Pete Ricketts Visits Boys’ State 

By: Jacob Gathje 

Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts visited Boys’ State on Wednesday night. He spoke on four major goals 

and pillars he has: relief for floods that struck Nebraska in March, along with other bills and taxes. Ricketts 

opened by stating his four goals as a politician. They are vision, evangelization, having the right people in the 

right place, and holding people accountable. “No one person is strong enough to tell everyone what to do,” he 

said. “Surround yourself with people who know issues.” He also outlined four pillars that went with those 

goals. They are developing and connecting, running the government more effectively and efficiently, being 

good stewards of tax dollars, and promoting the state. “[We want to] create connections and open markets with 

our producers,” he said. “[We want to] create opportunities for our Nebraska families, so they can enjoy The 

Good Life in our state.” 

Another main topic he spoke about was the flooding that took place in March across the state. He focused 

on the incredible actions of the Nebraskan people in helping the state recover. “Everywhere across the state, 

we saw people stepping up,” he said. “Through this all, the thing that matters is that people come together to 

solve these problems.” In association with the flooding, he also spoke of LB 512, a bill that was passed to ease 

taxes for farmers affected by the natural disaster. “Usually, property taxes are assessed based on the state of 

the property in the previous year,” he said. “However, a lot of farmers’ properties are not worth as much as 

they were last year because they have five feet of sand sitting on them.” 

Ricketts also received questions about other types of taxing, such as the Pink Tax. He had a simple re-

sponse to these requests. “I don’t have an opposition to tax credits,” he said. He wrapped up again focusing on 

the people of Nebraska, saying that they are the reason the state is so great. “The greatest strength we have is 

our people,” he said. “They understand when to take care of others in the community.” 
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Nebraska Party Representatives Square off in Intense Discussion 

By: Jim Chapman 

On Thursday Morning, Boys’ and Girls’ State welcomed Nebraska Democratic Party Chair Jane Kleeb 

and Nebraska Republican Party Executive Director Ryan Hamilton to discuss their parties’ positions on a 

wide spectrum of issues. The debate was moderated by Ethan Goldfish-Vinson and Abbie Russman, editors 

in chief of the Boys’ and Girls’ State newsletters, respectively. 

The debate was opened with a short statement from both representatives, in which each outlined the core 

principles on which their party bases its stances. Both representatives agreed on the goals of their parties—

to, as Kleeb put it, “give every American their shot at the American dream.” However, it was on the role of 

government is assisting its citizens toward this goal that division arose, a pattern that would persist for the 

remainder of the debate. Kleeb outlined the Democratic conception of government as integrally involved in 

the lives of individual citizens. Ideally, Kleeb explained, the government “works for everybody, not just a 

few big corporations.” Hamilton emphasized the Republican Party’s commitment to “free speech, free mar-

kets, the free individual, and strong families.” 

Both representatives described their party platforms passionately throughout the debate, and some espe-

cially fiery topics aroused equally passionate responses from the audience. Kleeb’s remarks on abortion 

rights and Hamilton’s on Second Amendment rights, in particular, elicited extremely polarized audience re-

sponses. 

In addition, the vicious division between the two parties was underscored by a host of thinly veiled at-

tacks issued by both representatives against their opponent. Kleeb, criticized Governor Pete Ricketts’ prop-

erty tax relief policy as “all bluster and promise.” Likewise, Hamilton implied Democratic inaction in pro-

tecting human rights, saying that the Republican Party does “more than just talk about rights; we actually 

work to make them possible.” 

In such an intense environment, Kleeb said, it’s important to “stand on your values” and “avoid being 

disrespectful.” Especially in a state like Nebraska, Kleeb said, in which many people disagree with her par-

ty’s platform, it’s important to “avoid being disrespectful.” In the heat of the moment, Kleeb said, some-

times it’s best to simply “take a deep breath.” 

Yet the potential for future bipartisanship was not entirely absent. In Kleeb’s concluding remarks, she 

urged the audience to “challenge your party. Challenge Democrats, challenge Republicans. That’s how 

change happens.” Hamilton, for his part, reminded listeners that, in reality, the parties are united on many, 

many issues. 
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PACs and Their Importance 

By: Damien Ortega-Hawes (Valley Forge) 

There are many positives of being in P. A. C.s or Political 

Action Committees. They are a great way of connecting with 

new people. They allow a person to form groups with people 

who have similar interests. They also let people who didn’t 

want to run for any positions be a part of the campaign process, 

as well as letting them support candidates they like by cam-

paigning for them. P. A. C.s allow those who are not a part of 

them support these P. A. C.s. Some of the P. A. C.s are S. A. S. 

T. which stands for Students Against Semester Tests. Hugs Not 

Drugs which is about stopping prescription drug abuse. Gun 

Bros 3.0 is a P. A. C. that supports the Second Amendment. 

Amateur Corn are for tax relief for farmers. No matter what 

you believe in, there is a P. A. C. for you! 

The Role of Government 

By: Norval Books (Bataan) 

After listening to Governor Pete Ricketts on Wednesday 

night, the citizens of Bataan retired to their floor for their night-

ly leadership discussions. The theme for the night was 

“Government”. 

The first question was “what role should the government 

play in our lives?” The boys agreed that the government should 

play a minimal role in the lives of its citizens. Many believed 

that the government should enforce laws, protect its citizens 

from foreign threats, but other than that, leave us to our own 

devices. One boy said “We’re a free country for a reason”. 

Then the boys were asked the opposite of that question: 

“What role should we play in the government?” In response to 

an opposite question, the boys gave an opposite answer. Com-

pared to the government having a small role, we as citizens 

should play a very active role in the government. It was the 

general consensus that as many people as possible need to vote, 

so that the government can represent as many people as possi-

ble. Citizens need to be informed, so that we know what’s go-

ing on in the government. For the government to run as the 

citizens want it to, we need to respect laws, and tell the govern-

ment what we want.  

Aside from the government, the boys were also asked what 

we should do with those who we disagree with. The boys all 

agreed that we need to have an open discussions with them, try 

to see things from their side of the argument, and try to reach a 

compromise. It was also said that we need to consider the pos-

sibility that we might be wrong and they might be right, and we 

should never stop trying to find common ground, even if it 

takes years. 

The boys of Bataan tended to agree on every question 

asked them that night. Despite their like mindedness, they still 

have differing opinion on many subjects, and are able to grow 

and learn due to this.  

What is Respect in Politics? 

By: Sam McArtor (Bunker Hill) 

When people think of respect, it brings the thought of hon-

or and civility to mind. At times in politics, respect has been 

lost in many debates, campaigns, and more.  

To start off, let’s cover some basic definitions of being 

respectful. Respect is a manner of observing and treating other 

people courteously. When a person is respectful they show at-

tention or consideration to or value others' points of view, ob-

servation, and acknowledgement. When a person talks to oth-

ers, they can lay the foundation for respectful interactions yet to 

come. 

Showing respect means being responsible for your actions. 

It means thinking before doing. Often, it may even mean biting 

your tongue, turning the other cheek or forgiving what you per-

ceived as offensive. In politics, it seems that we have lost some 

respect. One way people can be more respectful is giving their 

full attention when someone is speaking. They should listen to 

the speech without bias and listen to what they have to say. 

Showing respect to the politician can be presented by applaud-

ing them at the end of their speech. 

One way we can be more unified as communities, a state, 

and a nation is showing respect to people in politics. By show-

ing these qualities, we can be better unified as a whole.  

Dining Hall Food 

By: Jonathan Dornan (Manila Bay) 

The food in the dining hall is extraordinary, contrasting 

perfectly in not only flavor and spice, but perfectly balancing 

the flavors and different food groups to give a truly nutritional 

and culinary experience. The food of the University Nebraska 

Lincoln Harper Hall's Dining Hall is only matched by that of 

my own mothers. I absolutely love the food and appreciate 

everything the cooks do to make our meals truly unique in tex-

ture and value. There is a variety of what is offered. From pizza 

to burgers and chicken everyone's mouths are watering. The 

deserts are also so delicious that it is hard to not keep going 

back and filling up only on cookies, brownies, and cake. 
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A Federalist’s Perspective on the Nationalists 

By: Blake Callahan (Yorktown) 

While the Federalists and Nationalists developed their 

party platforms independently, many of the planks each party 

came up with are similar to the planks of their counterparts. 

For example, both parties passed similar policies relating to 

abortion (opposed) and the 2nd Amendment (for). Both parties 

also passed pro-agriculture planks.  

For their differences, the Nationalist Party chose to sup-

port both medical and recreational marijuana use, while the 

Federalists chose to support just medical marijuana, and left 

recreational marijuana use ambiguous. The Federalist Party 

also chose to pass a bill relating to the development of renewa-

ble energy. 

As a Federalist, I agree with many of the Nationalist party 

policies based on our similarity. However, the only part of the 

planks I disagree with is part of the one relating to medical 

marijuana, as I agree with the Federalist Party in leaving such 

a decision up to the candidate themselves, and not making it 

part of the party platform. However, such a difference of opin-

ion is minor, and overall, I agree with much of the Nationalist 

Party platform. 

Do You Agree with the Federalist Party? 

By: Cordell Vrbka (Manila Bay) 

Here at Cornhusker Boys’ State, citizens are separated 

randomly into two different political parties: the Nationalists 

and the Federalists. Since staters aren’t able to choose which 

party they are a part of, there will ultimately be some disagree-

ments within each party system. In today’s issue, a member of 

each party was interviewed over different planks of the Feder-

alist Party platform. 

Wallace Wilkins III is a citizen of Manila Bay and mem-

ber of the Federalist Party. When asked about which plank of 

his party he agreed with the most, he said that he appreciated 

the amount of support the party had towards the Second 

Amendment. “I liked how the party decided to support back-

ground checks when purchasing guns, but they also decided to 

not regulate the types of weapons a person could own, which 

was favorable with most of our party’s members,” said Wil-

kins. 

As a member of the Nationalist Party, Edward Olander of 

Belleau Wood believes that the Federalist Party missed an 

opportunity to try and prevent abortions; his own party has a 

plank focusing on increasing safe sex education within 

schools. Olander stated that, “[sex education] is a big key to 

cut down abortions; by making people informed we are able to 

hopefully prevent pregnancies and therefore prevent using 

abortion as a means of birth control.” 

Overall, both Wilkins and Olander agree that both the 

Federalist Party and the Nationalist Party have similar views, 

which they both believed would be helpful when trying to pass 

legislation. 

The Boys’ State Band Experience 

By: Joshua Shaboldt (Belleau Wood) 

Today, two members of the band were interviewed to re-

flect on their experience and what they’re looking forward to 

in their band careers. Both Seth Dey and Brock Butler were 

interviewed.  

They were both asked to describe what a band practice 

looks like at Boys’ State. They described it as a very efficient 

process. They start warming up on their own, and then when 

the band director gets there they try to apply their skills 

learned previously in band to quickly go through the music a 

multitude of times to practice it. They both seemed to enjoy 

this process, but for different reasons. Butler stated how he 

enjoyed how, even though the practices were quick, they cov-

ered a lot of material, making him feel very accomplished over 

what he had done. Dey said that it was an enjoyable experi-

ence for him, as everyone in the band was very positive during 

practice, and he liked how the experience was entirely new and 

different than the types of settings he’d played in before.  

Then, they were asked what each of them looked forward 

to with their bands. Dey said that he was looking forward to 

expressing the leadership skills he learned in the band to the 

rest of Boys’ State. Butler said that, being an upperclassmen, 

he was excited to be able to teach younger band members what 

he learned here. 

The band seemed to have a positive effect on its members 

and was certainly a very rewarding experience, even for those 

who found themselves in the audience listening to the bands 

awesome music on Wednesday. 

The Choir Speaks Out 

By: Landon Husband (Bunker Hill) 

Last night, the Boys’ State and Girls’ State choir had a 

fantastic show, and really showed off their talent. Fortunately, 

the press was able to interview two members of the Boys’ 

State choir, Castor Ruyle and Aaron Oberg. 

Castor Ruyle of Valley Forge shared that the best part of 

the Boys’ State Choir was that the choir is full of great singers, 

and most importantly that everyone in participation was ex-

tremely passionate about singing. Castor’s favorite song was 

“To be Happy”. When asked what was different about Boys’ 

State choir and his school's choir, he responded that in his 

school, kids don’t want to sing and are just in choir for an easy 

A, but from what he has learned during his time here, he plans 

on attempting to bring passion to his school choir. Castor 

hopes that in the future, people who sing in choir are able to 

enjoy longer singing sessions and group singing opportunities, 

like a quartet. Aaron Oberg of Bunker Hill was also inter-

viewed by the press about his experience in the choir. Singing 

in Boys’ State has been the best experience he’s ever had sing-

ing in a choir. Aaron’s favorite song was “To be Happy” as 

well. Aaron also advocated that more time needs to be given to 

them to sing in practice, and that there needs to be more boys 

participating in the choir. 
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Yorktown Town Review 

By: Malcolm Durfee (Yorktown) 

Yorktown held their third City Council meeting on June 

6th, along with meetings of their School Board, with several 

economic-focused ordinances being passed, with the focus on 

exciting business in the city. After the councils finished their 

business, they got ready for the track meet with a quick prepa-

ration exercise. 

Belleau Wood Report 

By: Jack Simpson (Belleau Wood) 

The Alpha of Belleau Wood had every one of the town lay 

down on the floor or across the couches and chairs. He then had 

everyone quiet down and listen to a twenty minute video of 

some older man guide you through the meditation process 

Manila Bay Times 

By: Cordell Vrbka (Manila Bay) 

Thursday afternoon, both the city council and school board 

of Manila Bay joined forces to pitch their views on why people 

should move to their town. The city council spoke about their 

eco-friendly and family oriented policies, while the school 

board pitched their Americanism requirement and strict grading 

policy. Overall, both did well in promoting the town of Manila 

Bay. 

Alamo Town Report 

By: Josh Gilbert (Alamo)  

Another fantastic day at Boys’ State. Two residents of 

Alamo were elected to positions. One of their candidates, 

Hunter Sharf, was elected as Public Service Commissioner. 

The most exciting development in the town was the election 

of 2019’s Lieutenant Governor, Will Cook.  

Bataan Town Report --- Day Five 

By: Jim Chapman (Bataan) 

The town of Bataan achieved many successes on Wednes-

day afternoon, including the passage of numerous constructive 

city ordinances (including one for a large Boys’ State Museum 

and adjoining Chungus Statue) and victory in three out of four 

sporting events. Later in the evening, Bataan residents enjoyed 

the choir and band performances and the Governor’s insightful 

address on his work in the Nebraska state government. After-

wards the town engaged in a thoroughly thought-provoking 

discussion on the meaning and role of government. After inten-

sive caucusing early Thursday, Bataan gubernatorial candidates 

Jack Findlay and Ridge Hoffman appeared on primary ballots, 

alongside fellow Bataan candidates up for general election 

Isaac Cary, Justin Sousek, and Bradley Sullivan. All were de-

feated in the ballot box. 

Gettysburg Town Overview  

As the week wraps up, it’s clear that Gettysburg has had an 

extremely eventful week. On Thursday, Gettysburg started the 

day listening to gubernatorial candidates present their political 

philosophies in the 2 caucuses. After the meetings, we watched 

a riveting debate between major party figures in the Democrat-

ic and Republican parties within Nebraska. After that, general 

elections for lower offices and primaries for the governor’s 

office were held. Gettysburg was able to send one of its own, 

Carter Wenburg, to the general election in the Nationalist Par-

ty. Gettysburg hopes to finish the year out with the ultimate 

political victory at Boys’ State. 

Valley Forge Day 4  

By: Damien Ortega-Hawes (Valley Forge) 

The day started off with Valley Forge going to the caucus, 

and hearing all the candidates’ speeches. Then they went to 

voting. Later, they heard the announcements of who won. The 

ones who won on their floor was Flopateer Habib, Caden 

Kozisek, and Nolan Webber. 

Bunker Hill Report  

By: Sam McArtor (Bunker Hill) 

Thursday morning was full of campaigning for William 

Eppert of Bunker Hill. Although he didn't get through to the 

next round, the city of Bunker hill had two winners in the race 

for state office. Kalon Cooper won the general election for 

Secretary of State. Shade wasn’t thrown on Jade Paxton as he 

took the win for State Treasurer.  

The Daily Joke 

By: Dominic Ortega-Hawes 

What do you call a computer that sings? 

A-Dell! 
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Getting to Know the People at Boys’ State 

By: Josh Gilbert (Alamo) 

On the first day of Boys’ State, no one on the floors knew 

one another. On Monday the faces were becoming familiar 

with their owner’s names.  By Tuesday the towns all knew 

each other and the towns had their clowns. The funny guys 

took less time to open up to the rest of their towns. Opening up 

is easy for some to do, and harder for others. Everyone at 

Boys’ State most likely knows two or three people here before 

they got here. By the end however, all the participants have 

gotten to know at the very least the people on their floor. Some 

still haven’t opened up to all the new faces yet, but they will 

almost assuredly open up given the time.  

One Alamo resident said that the town opened up the most 

on Tuesday and just in the course of a few days after that the 

camaraderie had grown exponentially. One of the most pro-

found instances of opening up was the whole floor of Alamo 

singing I Want it That Way by the Back Street Boys and sing-

ing The Earth by Lil Dicky.  This is in stark contrast to Sunday 

when there was very little talking and joking, let alone singing. 

One thing is for sure, the residents of Alamo have opened up 

and will have a great rest of the week.  

Freedom or Peace: Which is More Important? 

By: Jacob Gathje (Valley Forge) 

Freedom and peace. Two words that have very positive 

connotations, but, for some, very different or very similar 

meanings. All four party representatives to visit Boys’ State 

this week were asked which was more important, and all had 

different responses. 

Two third-party representatives visited Tuesday. Steven 

Larrick of the Green Party and Gene Siadek of the Libertarian 

Party came to speak about the necessities and difficulties of 

being in a third party.  

Larrick’s stance viewed them as equally important and 

keys to society. Siadek, however, saw freedom as much more 

important. This aligned with his party’s belief in as little gov-

ernment regulation and as much free market as possible within 

reason. 

On Wednesday, Democratic Party representative Jane 

Kleeb and Republican Party representative Ryan Hamilton 

spoke and debated in front of a joint session of Boys’ and 

Girls’ State. The question about the importance of freedom and 

peace again arose. 

Kleeb answered first and provided a similar response to 

Larrick’s. She called for a mixture of both, saying that “we 

need both of them.” 

After Kleeb’s statement, it was Hamilton’s turn to speak. 

His response was much more favorable toward freedom. 

“Freedom. Freedom is more important,” Hamilton said. “It 

is with freedom we build an enduring peace.” 

History of Town Names 

By: Dominic Smith (Belleau Wood) 

The Alamo, Bataan, Bunker Hill, Belleau Wood, Gettys-

burg, Manila Bay, Valley Forge, and Yorktown. These events 

are all integral parts of America’s history. Coincidentally, these 

are also the names of our towns here at Boys' State. It’s im-

portant as a citizen of Cornhuskers Boys’ State to understand 

the general history of these battles.  

The Battle of the Alamo was a major event in the Texas 

Revolution. The defenders of the Alamo, numbering 189 peo-

ple, engaged a force of 1,800 to 6,000 Mexicans. The defend-

ers of the Alamo included figures like Davy Crockett, William 

Travis, and James Bowie. The defense lasted 13 days. The Tex-

ans were slain to the last man. The defense bought time for 

Sam Houston’s forces to gather and provided a great vengeance 

in the Texan Revolution. 

The Battle of Bataan was fought in the Philippines in the 

early stages of WW2. The US-Filipino troops slowed the ad-

vance of the Japanese Empire for 3 months, preventing the Jap-

anese from an immediate victory in the Pacific, and losing val-

uable time for their imperialistic plans. General MacArthur said 

that they would return, and America did to liberate the Philip-

pines.  

The Battle of Bunker Hill was fought during the Revolu-

tionary War on June 17, 1775. Despite losing the battle, the 

militia of Americans inflicted heavy casualties on the British. 

An interesting fact about the battle is that more of the fighting 

occurred on nearby Breed’s Hill. This battle gave the Ameri-

cans a morale boost and told the British that this war wouldn’t 

be easily won.  

The battle of Belleau Wood happened in WW1. It took 

place near the Marne River. The Germans were halted by U.S 

marines and it’s a major event in marine lore.  

Tune in tomorrow for the history behind the names of Get-

tysburg, Manila Bay, Valley Forge, and Yorktown. 



Volume 22, Issue 5 Friday, June 7, 2019 

7 

Fun Fact 

By: Cordell Vrbka (Manila Bay) 

Today’s fun fact deals with both taste and smell. If one 

were to plug their nose and eat an apple, potato, and onion, 

they would taste the same. According to biologists at Arizona 

State University, the sense of smell makes up 80 percent of the 

sense of taste. Taking away the ability to smell prevents the 

brain from receiving signals from the taste buds, affecting 

one’s ability to taste. 

Stater Spotlight: Coley O'Halloran 

By: Carter Wenburg (Gettysburg) 

Throughout the week, Boys’ Staters from various towns and 

political parties will be interviewed and featured. The penulti-

mate subject of the 2019 Stater Spotlight is Coley O’Halloran 

of Manila Bay. O’Halloran lives in La Vista, NE, where he 

attends Papillion-La Vista High School. There, in addition to 

his schoolwork, he’s heavily involved in the DECA program. 

O’Halloran has been working on expanding his lawn care com-

pany and developing his marketing agency during this summer 

and plans to go to Europe for two weeks at the close of Boys’ 

State. 

O’Halloran has unquestionably had a busy week at Boys’ State. 

You can find him participating on Manila Bay’s softball team, 

which has amassed a 2-1 record going into the final day. Suc-

cessfully running for Manila Bay’s City Council on Sunday 

night, O’Halloran has thrown his name out into the political 

sphere of Boys’ State. Despite massive campaign efforts 

throughout the entire week, he was ultimately unable to ad-

vance past the gubernatorial primary election in his Nationalist 

party.  

Outside of Boys’ State, O’Halloran holds many of his political 

views. In general, O’Halloran considers himself a Republican. 

However, he doesn’t claim to perfectly fit the Republican 

mold, as he tends to lean Libertarian. O’Halloran has accom-

plished much, both this week and during his non-starter life. 

His advice? Live your life without regrets, and never put for    

ward less than your all.  

 

The People of the Week: Legionaires 

By: Jack Simpson (Bataan) 

I sat down with a few redcoats the other day, and asked 

them a few questions for the redcoat interview. The people I 

interviewed were Doug Boldt, Dennis Kennedy, Jim Costello, 

and Jerry Landkamer.  

The first question that I asked was what your boot camp 

training was like. Mr. Boldt said that his boot camp training 

took place at the Great Lakes Naval Station in Chicago, Illi-

nois and it wasn’t all that bad since he was already in shape, 

and was mentally prepared to go. Mr. Kennedy said that his 

shape wasn’t too bad as well. Mr. Landkamer said that, along 

with all the rest, his shape wasn’t too bad, as well as Mr. Cos-

tello.  

The next question I asked was what war you served in. 

Mr. Boldt said he served in the Vietnam  War in blue water 

and brown water.  Brown water means that it was a riverline 

warfare, while blue water means that they served in open 

ocean. All of the veterans served during the Vietnam Era, but 

Mr. Costello stayed in the states and served as an ear, nose, 

and throat technician.  

The third question was what branch they served in while 

in the armed forces. Most of them were in the Air Force or an 

Air Force medic, but Mr. Boldt served in the Navy on a battle 

ship.  

The next question I asked was what was your scariest 

moment. I told them that if they didn’t want to answer, they 

didn’t have to. My grandpa, whose name is also Jack Simp-

son, is a veteran who is not at Boys’ State, but he worked on 

the minesweepers as the head mechanic. A quote from Boldt 

was that Jack missed a mine. His scariest moment was when 

he was on the phone and a mine hit and it blew a hole in the 

ship. Mr. Kennedy said that his scariest moment was shipping 

out. Mr. Landkamer said treating the motorcycle crash vic-

tims.  

The final question I asked was what advice you have for 

future soldiers. Every single one of them said enjoy serving 

and absorb as much information as you can. 
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