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2019 Boys’ State Newsletter Staff
The Bulletin has been the
newspaper for Cornhusker Boys’ State for over 20
years! The Bulletin, and its
staff members, inform those
attending Boys’ State on the
daily events each morning.
Newspaper staff members
come from each of the eight
Boys’ State towns, with
typically 2-3 members from
each town. To the right is
the list of the 2018 Newsletter staff.
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Governor Mason Welcome

I am pleased to welcome the 2019 Boys’ Staters to the 79th annual Cornhusker Boys’ State!
A tremendous honor has been bestowed upon those selected for Boys’ State. Local American
Legion Posts throughout Nebraska select bright, talented, smart, patriotic leaders to attend
Boys’ State. This week provides a unique chance for Boys’ Staters to create local, county,
and state governments from the ground up. Boys’ Staters will also have a chance to hear
from prominent speakers; Governor Pete Ricketts, Chuck Hagel, and others will be speaking. Presentations throughout the week will offer diverse viewpoints, allowing the boys to
challenge their stances and beliefs on pressing issues in today’s society. Most importantly,
this week provides a chance for young men from throughout our great state to create lasting
friendships. I wish all of the Boys’ Staters the best of luck this week as they immerse themselves in the democratic process!

Congratulations to the 2019 Bulletin
Executive Staff!
Editor-in-Chief:
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Optimizing Opportunities
By: Ethan Goldfish Vinson
Sunday, June 2nd marked the inception of the annual Cornhusker Boys’ State program.
Attendees can expect an excess of sessions filled with competition, debate, and key note speakers. However, the main focus of this single week institution isn’t the quantity of opportunities
available, it is the outlook and drive of each of 346 boys’ states participants. Members should
view this week as a medium to achieve their goals. Since those who attend Boys’ State were
hand selected after a screening process, such as an application or interview, each must remember that they were lucky enough to be provided with this opportunity and should proceed with
upmost effort.
One area in which a Boys’ Stater could demonstrate effort, is running for an office. Competitors get a chance to show leadership and political skills by campaigning for an office. Primary election for all county and state officers, except Governor, will be held on Tuesday, June 4th
following with general elections on Thursday, June 6th. For the position of Governor, primary
elections are held Thursday with general elections closely after on Friday. Best of luck to all
who will be taking the next step into leadership!
My First Impressions
By: Sam McArtor
I woke up on a brisk morning at 4 o’clock a.m. I had no idea what was to come, but I
was ready for the ride. Boy’s State has already had a big impact on my life, and it’s only the
first day. From hearing guest speakers, to seeing every ones excitement; this week will be jam
packed with a lot of fun activities.
The first impression that was left on me by Boy’s State was the amount of joy on everyone’s faces. I could see so many people engaging in conversation with one another. These conversations were filled with getting to know each other, catching up, and more. Throughout the
day, people made connections with one another, talked about hometowns and connected over
activities and sports.
Another impact that has been left on me is the excitement on people’s faces as they think
of what office to run for, and how they are going to do it. This week allows people to express
their political feelings. It also gives teens the opportunity to have open ears and to hear others’
opinions.
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Heading to and Learning About Boys’ State
By: Joshua Shadbolt
My trip down here was fairly uneventful and likely the majority of it was just like what
I imagine everyone else’s trip was like that were driven here by a parent or other guardian.
Though what made mine different was that I came a day early. Though this wasn’t simply an
error but instead made it so that we didn’t have to travel such a long distance early in the day.
Instead after my family and I got here we just drove in Lincoln and looked at the scenery and
interesting locales. This made my trip a lot less stressful than it could’ve without having to worry about distance and having to rush there on time. So before sign up started we coasted in to
the parking lot and entered the building completely rested and stress free.
Upon the first arrival in Harper Hall my first impression of Boys’ State was that of slight
unease, instantly hearing all the commotion and orders being barked gave a sense that I was in
for a week of strictly regimented boring activities. Though I now believe this to be quite the
contrary, the counselors started out with games and some odd lighthearted introductions. After a
somewhat lengthy walk that I’ll have to get used to we sat down in the auditorium and listened
to speeches that made it more clear what was going on wasn’t anything militaristic but not completely loose either. The speakers kept on about trying to achieve a certain drive and expressed
that tapping into this is what Boys State is built off of. They continued to drive home the fact
that if someone were to not put themselves out there and push themselves they would later regret this decision.
The speakers kept reiterating that the intent with Boys’ State is to make it so everyone
can test their abilities and push themselves to possibly discover a new facet of themselves that
they weren’t aware of before. Because in the end of the day you can decide whether or not
you’re going to keep in touch with everyone after this is all over or not. This place also essentially serves as a testing ground to expose yourself to new ideas and concepts and allows you to
digest them and see how you feel about them. A kind of “throwing at the wall and seeing what
sticks” kind of scenario. This is to allow everyone ample room to grow and see what and what
doesn’t work for them in this kind of setting. This gives everyone some introspection on what
makes them unique and possibly allows them to discover some hidden talent they may have
stowed away.
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