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Governor-Elect Anish Amin

A

Congratulations to Governor-Elect Anish Amin (Bataan)
of Millard North on winning the general election for 2023
Cornhusker Boys’ State Governor!
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Building A Community
By: Jonah G. Fagiolo, Bunker Hill

June 9th marks the date that gubernatorial
candidates Porter Nelson and Anish Amin had their
big rallies. Both sides had very different things they
did for their campaign, but there was one thing they
had in common: bringing people together. Porter
had the basketball courts and his campaign had
people playing basketball and the games his town
had fun playing and bonding over. Anish, on the
other hand, hosted an epic rap battle featuring
Sledgehammer and Julius (otherwise known as
“Julpod”). The battle concluded with Sledgeham-
mer as the victor. Something that both parties did
very well was making everyone feel like they
were welcome no matter what. Many people
switched back and forth to see what was going on
in both and everyone was included in the activity
that was going on. In the end, both candidates put
on a very grand display of leadership, commitment,
and skills used to get where they were that day.

Community Action and Improvement
By: Braeden Stastny, Manila Bay

Yesterday, the members of Boys’ State had
the opportunity to participate in a session about
community participation and improvement held in
Hawks Hall by Allie Christianson and Sam Meier-
Bates. During their lecture, the two focused on the
ideas of what communities do for the individual and
what the individual can do for their communities.
The two had the members of the lecture participate
in an activity in which they (the attendees)
acknowledged the communities they took part in and
what those communities provided them as
individuals. Afterward, Christianson and Bates
continued on that train of thought by making the
attendees think about what could be done to better
their communities and the steps that can be taken to
achieve those goals. Boys’ State would like to extend
their gratitude to Christianson and Bates for taking
the time to educate the attendees on the importance
of community.

The Legacy We Will Leave!
By: Jacob Gill, Alamo

After many events, speakers, and leadership
sessions, there are many take-aways from the 2023
Cornhusker Boys’ State session. From talking with
former Governor Bob Kerrey, to being in the

Nebraska  Supreme Court chamber at the capitol
building on Friday, many life lessons were shared.
The Boys’ State Class of 2023 will never be
forgotten. Our class was one-of-a-kind, because we
had it all. This includes rapping battles in the
courtyard, shotgunning Mountain Dew at campaign
rallies, and finally, singing “Don’t Stop Believing”
with the entire town. All of these events throughout
the week have made our time together extremely
special. But as we leave the campus, it is important
not to forget the legacy we are leaving for future
classes. Please keep in touch with your friends
throughout the rest of your life. But for our returning
governor, and all who will be a junior counselor next
year, make sure to remember the legacy we left, and
continue to make new legacies. Delegates, please
continue our legacy at your local high school,
American Legion, and other community clubs. This
event cannot happen without you supporting the
American Legion, so please tell everyone how much
fun you have had! We will never be forgotten
delegates, we will forever be remembered.
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Cornhusker Boys’ State: One Nation Under
God
By: Hayden Cunningham, Belleau Wood
Yesterday was the penultimate full day of
Boys’ State. The day began with a flag raising cer-
emony led by the Color Guard, after which we
transitioned over to the gubernatorial caucus. The
day also hosted the all-star sports games. The lat-
ter portion of the day was spent at Hawks Hall,
with the swearing in ceremony and talent show.
After a beautiful performance by Tucker Kirby
and others, including the entirety of the town of
Alamo, everyone was wiped out, and returned to
their respective towns for the remainder of the
night. To end the day, each town hosted their
nightly leadership discussion. Yesterdays’ topic
was “Government”. The counselors changed the
rules for this specific session by splitting each
town into groups and making each group have a
discussion on the given government-related quote.
Some suggested that the government should be
treated like your parents while you are in college.
These people said that you have to check up on
your parents and call them every so often, and re-
lated this to the government. Others suggested that
the government should stay out of citizens’ per-
sonal lives and affairs.

Gubernatorial Gladiators
By: Jacob Dominguez, Valley Forge

On June 8th, the cream of the crop from
each party—Anish Amin and Porter Nelson—met
each other in Hawks Hall to debate their policies.
On ecach side of the auditorium, Alamo and Ba-
taan led the chant for their candidate.

During the debate, issues ranging from
agriculture to abortion were discussed. These is-
sues had their own highlights, but one question
stood out regarding abortion because each candi-
date agreed. Anish agreed more with personal lib-
erties whereas Porter stood with saving children.
In the end, Anish and Porter agreed to try and ne-
gotiate with the people.

All in all, each candidate had good argu-

ments with well formulated opinions. In addition,
the two candidates managed to agree more than
most were anticipating.

The Impact of Boys State
By: Elio Nila, Gettysburg

As the week comes to an end, towns are re-
flecting, discussing, and finishing up with learning.
A lot of us stepped foot into this experience not ex-
actly sure what we were getting into. That fear, I'm
sure, made some of us a little hesitant to get in-
volved. But I can say from first-hand experience
how that changed quickly. By the second day, I was
eager to learn and take in as much information as
possible. There were so many opportunities to ex-
pand our knowledge across various subjects.
Throughout the week we had many speakers pre-
senting their experiences and their knowledge. I
think it’s safe to say that Dr. Jo was one of the fa-
vorites. Her enthusiasm inspired us all while keep-
ing the atmosphere energetic. Not only this, but we
had many chances to meet new people and form ev-
erlasting friendships. 2023 Cornhusker Boys State
was a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and we will
take what we learned here to apply it in all aspects
of our lives.

Cornhusker Boys’ State: 8 Mile Pt. 2

By: Hayden Cunningham, Belleau Wood
Yesterday hosted the second rap battle between
Julpod and The Sledgehammer. During the second
battle, The Sledgehammer came out victorious, and
set up a rematch nicknamed “The Seventh Game™ by
the other citizens of Boys’ State. During the first bat-
tle, The Sledgehammer clearly was not prepared.
Similarly, JBanger aka Julius, was not ready either,
considering he said things such as “Putting Cool
Whip on WonderBread, fill yo gut with lead”. The
second battle occurred during gubernatorial candi-
date Anish Amin’s campaign rally. Anish hoisted
The Sledgehammer onto a park bench, and set up the
rematch between the two SoundCloud rappers.
Sledge came prepared this time, utterly cooking
Julpod. Julius was not ready for Sledge to roast him,
and stepped down tied with The Sledgehammer, 1-1.
To finish off Julius, Sledge and Anish shotgunned
cans of Mountain Dew.



Volume 24, Issue VI

Lincoln, Nebraska

Saturday, June 10, 2023

Following in the Capital's Footsteps
By: Trevor Hancock, Valley Forge

The legislature, judicial branch, and five
chosen members of each floor got the opportunity
to tour the Capitol. The group walked, and had to
run at certain points, the long-walk took around 30
minutes. Once we got there, the 3 different groups
split off. The legislature split off to the Warner
Chamber where they were passing bills they pro-
posed earlier during the week. They passed 8 bills
in the legislature. While the Boys' State Legislature
was passing bills, the judicial branch went to the
Nebraska Supreme Court room. The judicial branch
was arguing to cases that are currently going
through the United States Supreme Court. The two
cases were Biden V. NE and Gonzalez V. Google.
Both had interesting arguments and made it tough
on the six Supreme Court Justices. Lastly, the extra
delegates that were allowed to come toured around
the capitol looking wherever they were most inter-
ested.

Yorktown Report
By: Brodie J. McConville
The end of Cornhusker Boys’ State has

come upon us and the last few days of it has taught
Yorktown a valuable lesson: the importance of
power naps. Many Cornhusker Boys’ State mem-
bers understand how tiring this week can be espe-
cially at the tail end of the camp. Yorktown mem-
bers have tried to attack this sleepiness by using
every bit of free time to take a quick power nap.
This has helped them reach new heights in all their
activities with the extra energy it has given them.

The Final Report
By: Jacob Gill, Alamo

Before we leave today, we just wanted to
congratulate our representative for governor Porter
“The Magician” Nelson for not only being our
town mayor, but winning the primary election for
governor. Congrats Porter! In sports news, congrat-
ulations to our basketball team who made it to the
Ist place game in the Championship! Boys, you did
it! We would also like to congratulate everyone in
the Supreme Court cases at the Capitol on Friday.

Even though there were no objections made, we still
won our cases. But before we leave through those
doors today, remember the Alamo! One town united
together through Five Stone, Brotherhood, and effi-
ciency. Thank you for making it a great week boys.

Manilla Bay Today
By: Preston Larson

This day in Manila Bay today: It was a won-
derful day with a chance of a light shower. We did-
n’t get much sleep, but we were ready to go again
early the next morning. Those of us in the Judicial
and Legislature had a brief meeting and cases. Next,
we got to have a campaign rally for the two guber-
natorial candidates, Porter and Anish. We then got
to cast our votes for our governor. Then some of us
got the opportunity to take a tour of the capitol and
hold some simulated court sessions and meet the
Chief Justice of Nebraska. Sadly this will be the last
Manila Bay today. I very much hope that next year
Boys’ State can have as much fun and find the
brotherhood that we have found this week. It was an
honor and a privilege and I will cherish it for the
rest of my life. Thank you all, and goodbye.

Opinion: A Week to Shape a Lifetime
By Jonathan Scheopner, Bunker Hill

137 hours, 6 days, one week that shapes a
lifetime. As the 83rd Boys’ State concludes, I am
left considering the lessons and experiences I have
gained. When I began the week, I would never
have anticipated the friendships I would make, the
conversations I would have, or the camaraderie I
would feel; Boys’ State has truly been a unique ex-
perience. The highlights of the week are not clearly
defined—every moment stands out. A few of my
favorite experiences include the presentations by
Governor Bob Kerrey and Dr. Jo, the opportunity
to meet as a legislature in the Warner Legislative
Chamber, and running a campaign for governor.
Ultimately, however, the most notable aspect of
this incredible week was the friendships I made at
every point. I am truly grateful for the opportunity
to attend Boys’ State; thank you, Post 1, Legion-
naires, counselors, and fellow Boys’ Staters. It has
been “a week that shapes a lifetime,” but as I con-
template the experience, it has also been a week to
shape America’s future.
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Belleau Wood Town Report
By: Dahlton Fisher, Belleau Wood

For the town of Belleau Wood, Friday was
a primarily quiet day. The City Council met in the
early morning. After discussing the problems that
afflict the Staters’ own home towns and schools,
the council passed a motion to play heads up
seven up. Following City Council, the governor
candidates held their campaign rallies, and the
final election of the week, for governor, was cast.
After lunch, the town divided as half set off for the
capitol, while the remaining boys headed towards
the interactive workshops.

Valley Forge Town Report
By: Trevor Hancock, Valley Forge

Yesterday, Valley Forge continued on with
the Boys' State program. Being split up during ses-
sions and persuading each other about who we
should vote to elect from the two governors took up
most of the morning. While the legislative and judi-
cial members went to the capital, along with an ex-
tra five, the others stayed for city council and
school board. Although there weren't many new
proposals, they had a meaningful discussion. One
of the most impactful ordinances was banning the
whistling of "I ain't worried," as this song has
spread wild on our floor with whistling.

Thank you to Preston Larson of Manila Bay for
taking many of the pictures used in the bulletin
throughout the week!

The Importance of Yes
By: Brodie McConville, Yorktown

Much of Dr. Charles Stoltenow's childhood
was spent on his family ranch which had given him
a love for animals that stuck with him for the rest
of his life and made an imprint on the jobs he
would later partake in. He began his professional
career as a veterinarian that specializes in helping
horses. This foray into veterinary sciences didn’t
last very long though, and after only a few years he
moved onto a federal job that moved him around
the country to study different outbreaks. He was
very successful in this job, but he wanted more out
of his life, so he moved on to another job and then
another and then many more after that. These jobs
ranged from teaching to working in a Russian lab.
All of these jobs played into Dr. Stoltenow’s main
theme of his speech about the importance of yes.

Bunker Hill Town Report
By: Mason Childers, Bunker Hill

Yesterday, Bunker Hill became involved in
the general election for our new Governor. While
the majority of town members believed Anish Amin
was the best choice for our state, there was still a
notable percentage in favor of Porter Nelson. Anish
supporters backed their position by stating that An-
ish had more original ideas and that his success is
the only thing preventing the Alamo from being the
town champs this year. Porter supporters plan to
vote for him because of his greater care for agricul-
ture and his more defined views.
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Talent Takes the Stage
By: Nikolas Kelsey, Valley Forge

The 2023 Cornhusker Boys’ State talent
show gave us surprising insight into the lives of
our fellow staters. A hidden side that they prefer to
hide or that they are a little frightened to show.
Either way, they surely stepped into the spotlight
and gave us a performance of a lifetime. From a
prayer song performed by some members of Ala-
mo to Castle On the Hill by Ed Sheeran performed
by Tucker Kirby of Belleau Wood. Not all of these
performances required vocal or instrumental expe-
rience. Such as, Manila Bay doing a rendition of a
western standoff, Darby Giles of Valley Forge do-
ing juggling sticks, Preston Larson of Manila Bay
solving a Rubik’s cube or astounding magic per-
formed by Benjamin Cunningham of Belleau
Wood. These were amazing, but nobody was pre-
pared for the finale. Patrick Mcfall of Gettysburg
played the accordion and completely erupted the
crowd.

Gubernatorial Debate
By: Dahlton Fisher, Bellweau Wood

Late Thursday evening the Gubernatorial
Debate was held between the Nationalist elect, Por-
ter J. Nelson, and the Federalist elect, Anish Amin.
Questions were provided from the newspaper staff,
and the candidates fellow Boy Staters. The ques-
tions covered a wide variety of current issues in
Nebraska, from increasing sustainability in agricul-
ture, and protecting future jobs from automation to
legalization of hallucinogenic drugs and methods
for addressing the budget deficit. A few controver-
sial topics also popped up. The candidates' answers
to abortion, the highlight issue of the night, split
the audience. Porter took up the stance of pro-life
and stressed the importance of morality in deci-
sions such as abortion. While Anish decided to let
the problem be decided by the state, and encourage
open discussion between the state and people. The
debate finished with candidate electors giving their
closing statements. Anish stressed listening to both
sides, saying “Everyone’s opinion is completely
valid, and Porter emphasized the importance of
communication and cooperation.




